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DIVISION THE SECOND 

OF THE FI&ST VOLUME. 



PART THE FIRST. 



Edmond the Commentator. 

** KndyoUf Malonb, to critic learning dear, 
" Correa and elegant I— rejirC d tho' clear :^ 

[Courtenay. 

sM^ JL HE Canonizers of th^ Roman Calendar 
(excufe the pun!) waited^ as we are told by 
Addifon, tUl fifty years had elapfcd^ after the 
deccafe of their faint eled; at which time it 
was to be fuppofed that all cotemporaries^ who 
might recoiled a miftake, or corredt a miracle, 
would be out of his way. 

But the Apotbeqfis^ which is due to Edmond, in 
^een Ann Street^ Eajl, is already mature, and 
perfed. 

*' Viventi decus atque fenttentu^* 

I haften, after the reapers, into that prolific 
ihibble of genius and fancy^ which the notes 
of Edmond'Arifiarcbus have left behind them, 
for us (poor gleaners') to explore* 

♦ B ' The 
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The Canons will be few and (hort, but the 
Examples intcrefting and plcafant; or I will 
never tell the Reader again that he may depend 
upon tne^ 

Bentley in his preface to the Notes upon 
Horace, defining what fort^ perfbnages, critics, 
who deferve the name, ought, in bis conception 
of them, to be, has drawn Edmond's portrait 
as if he fat for it. 

" Eft ct per-acri infuper judicio opus; eft 
*' fagacitate ct ayxivom ; eft, ut dc Arijlarcbo^ dim 
^ prseditabant, divinandi quSdam pericia, et 
^^ lixi}Tix,ifi9 quse nulla laborandi pertinacia acquiri 
*' poflunt, fed naturae folius munere, nafcendique 
*' felicitate, contingunt.'* 

\BentL Prrf. to Notes upon Hon 

<' Criticism is tte daughter of Labour and 
*' of Truth/* 

{Rambler, N^ 3. 
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CANON I, 

iini 

Le RicHERCHfe, Gallich 

Ox, ''who WOULD HAVE THOUGHT IT?" AngUcC. 

*' Edmond! feek him out!— —wind me into him! 
—frame the bufincfs after your own wifdom." 

[Gloftcr to Edmund, in King Lear.* 

Example L 

<< He wears a key in his ear> and a lock hanging ' 
*' by it/' 

[Dogberry, 

This means a lock of bair — ^as Edmond and 
Warburton are agreed — ^but not as to the key. 
I need not iay^ that Malone is the vidlor in this 
confliA, a key being bis fort. — According to bim, 
Dogberry^ pleafantry confifts in the fuppofition 
that as being a lock it mull have a key to it. 

Example IL 

*' What Angel C2lHs me from my Jl^wery bed ?" 

[Titania^ in the Midfununex Night's Dream* 

* They fee, with clearnefs, what is too remote for dif- 
covcry— the/ find in every paflagc a fecret meaning — z remote 
alluliony or an occult imitation. J^RamiUry 176. 

B 2 ^ This 
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^* This (quoth Edmond) is a parody on the 
Spamjb Tragedy, in which there is the following 
line. 

" What ouUry calls me from my naked bed ?" 

83* Such a notion of parody is new ; — for the 
line to which the covered (or Jhadowed) parody 
of another line is attributed^ happens to be very 

poetical and beautiful. The other line, if there 

was not a total want of refemblance, might with 
more colour, be deemed the parody of this.— 
But Edmond's receipt is full as eccentric as if 
that part of the JEneid which Cotton has tra- 
veftied, were to be called, in Virgil, the parody 
of Cotton II "" 

Example IIL 

'* Your name !"— fays Bottom to Peafe-bloffom," 

Midf. N. Dream, 

** It is taken" — fays Edmond — ''from the Maid's 
Metamorpbojis — not printed indeed before A. D. 
1600; — in other words, printed after this play of 
the Midf. N. Dream ! — but probably writ ten foxnc 
years before. 

JQ- N. B. firft, the fubjed of imputed co-in- 
cidence ! viz. the two words " your name.'* 

Secondly, the refinement of conjedlurc (the 
'' divinandi peritia" which Bentley intimates) that 
Shakfpeare faw this other play in a fuppofed 
manufcript, — ^and Hole from it tbofe two words I! 

£jCAMPL£ 
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Example IV. 

" Still climbing trees [in] the Hefperides.'* 

L. L, Loft. 

Edmond fuppofes that Shakfpcare conceived the 
He/perides to be the name of a Garden^ like the 
TbuilUries; though in the paflagc to which he 
adverts, the word (of) in place of the word (in) 
(which may however be high-treafon) would 
reftore the Ladies ; — with whom I cannot but think 
Shakfpeare was made acquainted by the fame 
tranflations/ or didlionaries, which told him of 
the Garden. 

Q3^ The fame poetj according to £dmond« 
has written 

" Before thee ftands this fair He/perides, 

** With golden fruit, but dangerous to be touched ; 

•' Herhct, &c/' 

[Pericles. 

A defcription which gives a human form, and a 
lex to the name. 

But Edmond fays, *' No!*' and his reafons are 
two. 

!• ** Becaufe he (Shakfpeare) could not have 
imagined He/perides was the name of Antiocbus*s 
daughter. 

^2. *' Becaufe be confidered He/perides to be the 
name of a garden.** 

* Edmond himfelf informs us that Ovid's pagan mytho- 
logies w«r« then familiar, in their Englifli drefs, to aJl who 
chofc to converfe with 'em. 

B 3 For 
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For which ingenious libel on the poet, he cites 
the paflage firfl: mentioned. 

Of thefe arguments in d circle^ Edmond is ena- 
moured. A logician of the old Jchool would have 
inverted the fyllogifm as to the name of the garden. 
He would have faid; — i. That Shakfpeare does 
not ufe it, as the name of Antiochus's daughter^ 
but as a poetical defcription, to " Jhadovf' the 
difficulty of reaching her; which he alfo marks 
by the words — 

" DangVous to be touch'd." 

and that by this ufe of the wotd " Hefperides,'* ht 
demonftrates what hone but Edmond,' (who is a 
Pyrrbonift-^profelJed^ unlefs where credulity is the 
$rder of the day) would have doubted ; his inten- 
tion to defcribc the Ladies — not the Garden^ in 
the other play. 

But a logician of the old Jchool is not an editor 
of Shakfpeare, with E. M. for his initials. — 
*' Nous avons change tout cela,'* was the anfwer of 
the Medefin malgre lui^ when reminded that Ana- 
tomy, before his time, had fuppofed the heart 
upon the left fide ! 

" Celd, rejfemble trop d. Vancien regime^^ was the 
« almoft proverbial fpirit of reform (as h was 
called) " after the death of Louis XIV. in France.*' 

\BoL Lett, to Wyndbam. 
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Example V* 

** AUufque et idem naf certs* 

** Caius. — Rugby, come to the court vit me; 
By gar, if I have not Anne^V?igtf 
I fliall turn your head out of my door. 

[Exeunt Caius and Rugby." 
** ^/Vi/fr.— You fliall have Anney fool's head of 
your own. No! I know Anne*s mind for that.** 

*' Mrs. Quickly, / believe, intends a quibble 
•* between Aim, founded broad, and one, which 
*' was formerly, fomctimes — ^pronounced on. In 
'* the Scottilh dialcdl one is written, and I fup- 
** pofe, pronounced '* Ane.** 

" In 1603 was pubiiflied, 

*' Ane verie excellent and delegable trcatife, 
« entitulet Philotus/' &c» [^Malone. 

Example VI. 

Thou common friend that's without faith and love. 

" Tbafsy' PERHAPS, quoth Edmonds is here ufcd, 
not for *'who is,'* but for 'Udeji'' — ^*'that is to fay.'* 

Maloj^, 

Perhaps // is not : — for there is no occafion to 
fuppofe that it is. M, F. 

Example VII. 

Stefham*^^ 

** Now, jerkin, you are like to lofc your hair, 
** And prove a bald jerkin." 

B4 He 
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He is taking a fuit^ of gliftering apparel from 
the line, on which Ariel had placed it. — " Jerkins, 
quoth Edmond, ''arc made of goat-lkin, and feem 
** to have been part of the wardrobe of the thea- 
*' trcs, in our author's time. 

•' However/as the apparel brought in by Ariel, 
*' is defcribed as gliftering, the garments here 
^' fpoken of, were probably ornamented with tin- 
" fel, or gilt leather, and hung upon a bair line ///•* 

83* Firji, A goat's-lkin would have been the 
jerkin here defcribed, except that it could bb no 
SUCH THING, for the reafons ailedged* 

Secondly, This apparel defcribed as gliftering, 
was PROBABLY tinfcl or gilt leather. A Minutian^ 
but elegant fuperfluity, which anfwers no queftion! 

Thirdly, Hair is the hair line, which is here, 
to be fuppofed the hair of the jerkin ; and the 
bair^ by lofing which, it becomes bald !! 

Example VIIL 

There are critics and hyper-critics ; there arc 
logicians and hyper-logicians. 

*' Draw her home with mufic." 

[Lorenzo to the muficians, who are to 
. lerenade Jeffica. 

• « Shakfpcare, / believe, was • thinking of the 
cuftom of accompanying the Uft waggon-load at 
the end of the barveft, with ruftic mufic." 

[Mahne, 
•;f-The 
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fK3r The words that precede, arc thcfc— . 

Come ho ! and wake Diana with a hymn ; 
With fweete/i touches pierce your miftrefs' ear. 

So that Lorenzo, by Farmer * Edmond's ac« 
count, puts Jeffica (in his thoughts) into a wag- 
gon, that carries home the laft waggon-load of 
the harveflt; and when he recommends a fere- 
nade of Jweetejl mufic (or touches) for Jeffica's 
(private) ear, he is thinking of Blowzibella and 
Co. at the harveft home !! 

1^3^ This is not gallant, but is very ingenious^ 

Example IX. 

Dii qutlus tmperium ejiy animarump^'^Umbraque JtlenteSf 
Et Chaos, et Phlegethon. 

" Put out the light, and then put out the h'ght," 

«* I will n&w put out the lighted taper which I 
hold, — and then put out the light — of life ! To 
put the light out, was a phrafe for " to kilL*' In 
the Maid*s T'ragedy, Melantius fays — 

** *Tis a juftice, and a noble one^ to put the light 
out of fuch t^fe offenders, " 

♦ I was writing this pafTage, when the Cynic^ who was 
peering over the notes of Titus Andrcnicusy infifted upon it, 
that in juftice to tny heroy I fliould add thefe words : A61 iv. 
fcene iv. TV/, Andronicusy upon the term of honey-ftaiks— 
^dmpnd gUudili^g to Mafon's remark upon it, fays-7 

<^ Perhaps, die authw was not fo ikilful a farmer as his 
cmtftentator^*\ [Malone. 

Thi« 
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This phrafe ui twice ufed in Sidney's Arcadia^ 
for killing a lady. \Malone. 

I am fo pieafed by this critique^ that I cannot 
help giving Edmond a little keepfake or two of 
my own> as an Edmondulus^ or proveditore for 
the Lion* 

" ril darken your day lights/* is a pugiliftic 
figure very apropos to one ftage at leaft* 

But as I know his claffical prediledions, I will 
give him a Lady • in Virgil's iEneid, who fays to 
another Lady, " extinxti me^ teque^forori* i. e. " j^u 
have killed me, and youffelf ' — a metaphor taken 
from an extinguijher. 

Example X. 

** Let me my fervicc tender on your lips!*' 

[lachimo to Imogen* 

" Perhaps this is an allufion to the ancient cuf* 
** torn of fwearing fervant* into noble families I" . 

^ [Malonem 

Example XI. 

" A penfion of thoufands to be paid by the Sophy. ^* 

** They fay he has been fencer to the Sophy. *^ 
He was thinking (fays Edmond) of Sir Robert 
Shirley i Embaffadour from the Sophy in 1612, 

* N. B. This is not the Anne^ Jijitr Anne^ of Bhu Beard, in 
Mother Goo/e's Tales. [M. F. 

as 
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as we are told in Stowe's continuation, to which 
Camden agrees ; hut in truth he arrived in i6i i. 

He mavried Tercfe^ whofe lifter was one of 
the queens of Perfia:. 

\_Euclid and Malone, hand in hand. 

There are ftrange coincidencies in the world— 
Who would believe that fuch a pallage as I am 
going to relate, is to be found in one of Steele's 
or Addifon*s papers, and apropos of a gentleman, 
whofe name is written Minucio f Yet fuch is the 
fadt. 

" Minucio is a little phildfopher who fcts up for 
knowledge, by doubting and by contradiding 
others; 

*' This accompliihed gentleman faid, " it was a 
misfortune, that men of letters very feldom looked 
into the hotttm of things.*' Will any man per- 
fiiade me, faid he, that this was not a concerted 
affair ! That four kings arc to come over here 
and lie at the two Croivns and Cujhionsi — that 
one of them is to fall fick ; — that he is to lodge 
in King Street ^ and all this by accident ! 

" No ! no ! dfepend upon it, that Tee — Tee — 
Neen — Ho — Ga — Rem, Emperor of the Mo- 
hocks, was prepared for the adventure before 
hand. 

*' I do not like to contradiifl gentlemen, but I 
muft beg leave to fay, that, however, -5*^ — Ga-^ 
Teatb-^Roc^Getb — Tou^ and E — Tow — Ob— 
Roam^^Ree^ may have been furprized, — Ho— 
iiee--^Tetb — Taw^-No — Rew, knew it before 
he fet his foot upon the Englilh coaft/' 

EXAMPLB 
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Example XII. 

" ^be Tempejl was fo called, becaufe there had 
been a great ftorm in i6i2.*' 

Example XIIL 

Lear was neceflarily written after Oil. 1604, 
becaufe we have thefe lines : 

** Fee! fah! fum! 

" I fmell the blood o{ zBritiJh man,'* 

" He faid Britijhy becaufe England was nomi- 
" nally become Brilain ! though it was a century 
•* later before the two countries were united !" 

IMal. 1—353. 

fj^ Let it here be remembered, curious reader! 
that Lear is King of Britain; — which makes the 
obfervation more ingenious. 

Example XIV. 

" Weep for nothing, 

'^ Like Diana in the fountain." 

[As you like it. 

'* He alludes to a figure of Diana at the Crofs in 
Cheapfide, and *' the water prilling from her naked 
IreaJillV* which, it feems, arc the words of 
Stowe^ A. D. 1598, who defcribes an alabafter 
figure of Diana, that received and paflcd the 
water conveyed from the Thames. 

jpf- 1 touched 
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ICJ* I touched upon this pidlurefque and fan- 
ciful note in the EJfence^ (2d ed.) p. 72 and 73. 

I have recently difcovered that Edmond has 
not playfully (but as gravely as the Sergeant could 
have done it) given a Pindarico^Ariftotelian de- 
dudtion, that by this unquejlionable xtkrtnct to the 
fountain at Cheapfide, we can date that play in 
which it is found !l 

[Mahne Cbron. Ord. &c. pag. 327. 

Example XV. 

Locus eft et pluribus umlris. [Hon 

We can * Jhadow more probabilities. ' E. M, 

^* The cloud-capt towers, — the gorgeous palaces, — 

The folcmn temples, — the great globe itfelf, — 

Yea, all which it inherit, fliall diflblve. 

And like this infubftantial pageant faded, 

Leave not a wreck behind." [Tempe/l. 

(Ph I fometimes . have conjedurcd (though I 
have not Jhadowed the pedigree vi^ith Sir Ifaac 
Heard) that Edmond is a defcendant from Scribe 
lerus. At leaft, I am confident that he deferves 
to be, and that if he is, (which is quite a Malonian 
if) he is no degenerate offspring. Bathos was 
the fort of that ingenious critic. But for Bathos 
(to ufe Profpero's language) 

" Deeper than did plummet ever found." 

* Here motley images her fancy flrike, 
Figures ill paid, and/jw/'&j unlike. [Pope. 

Read 
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Read and admire " that illujiration^** of thefc 
beautiful and celebrated verfes which Edmofid 
(with fuch modefty of light) reprefents the fol- 
lowing pailage to convey — 

*' Over the firft gate (of King James's Queen> 
triumph* in 1604 — ^not ^i^ry long before ibis play 
was written /*) was reprefented the true likeneif( 
of all the notable houfes* towbrs» and st££Px.e^> 
within the Citie of JU>ndon. 

*' The fixth arch was ereded above the Con- 
duct in Fleete Streete, whereon the globe of the 
world was feen to move. 

*' At Temple Bar, a feaventh arche was erefted, 
the foj:e-front whereof was proportioned in every 
refpecft like a temple — being dedicated to Janus!!** 

[Malone. 

©3^ Let me add, that I have not a doubt he 
was thinking of the Globe Theatre I! 

[Minutius Felix. 

^j^ I am happy to find, what indeed I had 
aflumcd in my dedication of the Eflence, that 
Edmond is a reader and quoter of Coryate*s Cru^ 
dities. He exprefsly refers to him in page 104, 
vol. I, part the 2d, and quotes the original quarto 
edition. It is true that he quotes him to refute 
him, but that is no difhonour to either of the 
parties. In another paflage, page 68, he gives 
him credit for hiftorical integrity, and fuppofes 
that no fcenes exifted at Venice^ becaufe be docs 

• " Some time heptre the tegimtng rfthts play^* &c. &c. 

\B€y€s in the B^bearfal. 

noc 
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not mention them, (though he does mention ap^ 
parell^ Jhowes and muficy) which is a rapid infer- 
ence, hut very civil to Mr. Coryate*. 

f^O^ Surely, Edmond himfelf had afcended 
one of thefe cloud^capt towers when he wrote 
this nuhilous commentary upon them. 

** Infert i^feptis nebulis, neque cernitur ulU.** 

Example XVh 

** And if the boy have not a woman's gift, 
^* To rain a fhower of commanding tears, 
** An onion will do well for fuch a fliift." 

[Tam. of the Shrew. 

** This, it is not unlikely, (one of the Jhadowed pro-* 
laiilities, which Edmond loves to his heart) was 
an expedient ufed by the adors of interludes." 

[^Malone. 

* By the nvay — to this great man (Coryate) arc dedicated 
(as they ftiould be to Edmond,) " Phakuciac Hendecafylla- 
hUs^trimeters — cataleSks-^anti/paJiic afcUpiads — dicolt difirophi, 
fithmicaly and hyperrithmicaV^ [Coryate. 

6^ Edmond cannot help inventing^ as a reporter, though 
I am convinced he means to be an ijifiorian. 

For example — 

He finds " no ground for this writer's (Cwyate) ASSERTioif, 
that female performers had appeared on the Englifli ftage be- 
fore he wrote. 

The words in Coryate are thefe : 

** Here I obfei-vcd certain things that I never fanu^ for I few 
women a6^e, a thing that I never .^«u before — though I hatx 
&EARD liiat it hath \xsxms'/Qmetimi ufed in Loudon*' 

£XAM?X.S 
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Example XVII. 

" Merfesprofundo! pulchrior evenit.'* 

Horace. 

** Oh, fome authority how to proceed, 
" Some tricks, forne quillets^ how to cheat the devil.'* 

[Love's Lab. Loft. 

fPh *' fillet is the peculiar word adapted 
to law-chicane* I imagine the original to be 
this : 

'* In the French pleadings every feveral allega- 
tion of the plaintiff's charge, and every diftind: plea 
in the defendant's anfwer, began with qu*il eji^ 
from whence was formed the word quillet^ to fig- 
nify ^falfe charge, or an evafive anfwer.** 

[Maloncm 

C^ - - The Chaos dark and deep, 
** Where namelefs fomethings in their caufes fleep.** 

[Pope. 

Example XVIIL 

Tarn, of the Shrew. 

" Gru. Let their heads be fleekly combed, their 

'< blue coats bruihed, their garters of an 

" indifferent Init:* 

A very ingenious friend of mine told me that 
he had a good ftory for me, but that he hzAfeven 
more, to introduce it. 

And I remember a very fophiftical advocate 
from North Britain, who faid, in broad Scotch, 

addrefling 
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addrefling himfclf to the Peers. — " To this, my 
** Loardsj there are twa objaftions : To thofe twa 
*' objadtions I hayc fax anfwers to mak/' I was 
to dine with a Peer of that fame Houfc. His eye 
caught me — It faid, or feemed to fay, " Let this 
be the "^ dinner hell r* 

Thu^ before I can play with Edmond, I muft, 
like Dumourier's artillery, kill fome of my own 
fi-lends who are in my way. 

Be attentive, curious readers^— "dsA I anticipate 
yourblefling. 

JobnfonJ] — ** What is the fenfe of this 7 knom 
not— {how confoling to the uninitiated ! how re- 
frefhing to the ignorant!) unlefs (now then we 
Ihall have it, though infinuated with modefty) 
it means that their garters ftiould be fellows — /«- 
different — or not different the one from the other.'* 

Before I proceed, I muft here obferve how de- 
lightfully the habit" of criticifm (that ^* euphrafy 
and rue of the angel**) purges the intelledlual vi- 
fion of a commentator'^ eye. 

Dr. Jobnfon had no fuch oculift at his elbow 
when he wrote his diSionary, which intimates 
nothing like the fenfe which is here given to the 
word indifferent, though it gives not fewer than 
fix meanings of the term* 

* A name given to a refpecftable Sergeant in the Houfe of 
Commons. " Is the Houfe up ?" " No," was the anfwer, 
•* but Sergeant^— —is— which is the fame thing.** N. B, 
This anecdote I never dare to relate before n^ Sei^geant. 

♦ C [Steevens. 
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SteevensJ] 

" This is rightly explained. 

" So in Hamlet^ 

" As the indifferent children of the earth.** 

In M^hich play and palTage^ it means nothing 
like it — but is to be underftood in the fifth 
fenfe given to it by Johnfon, viz. '* of a middle 
*• ftate, neither good nor worft.*' 

It is the anfwer made by two courtiers to 
Hamlet's queftion. *' Good lads, how do ye 
*' both/* The anfwer does not mean to fay more 
than " pretty well, I thank ye, as times go/* It 
would be ridiculous to fuppofe they meant *^ we 
" are like all other children of the earth,'* or "like 
'' all other men; there is no difference between 
" us two and the reft of mankind." Such an an- 
fwer would be an impertinence. In the other 
fenfe it is natural and proper. 

|CJ- MaloneJ\ — *' Perhaps, by garters of an 
indifferent knit, the author meant parti-co- 
loured garters — garters of a different knit." 

*' In Shakfpeare's time indifferent was fome^ 
times ufed for different !! 

*' That garters of a different knit were formerly 
worn, appears from TEXNOFAMIA, or the 
marriage of the arts, (thank you, fay the Coun- 
try Gentlemen) where the following ftage di- 
redlion occurs — *^ Phantajles in a branched velvet 
jerkin, red filk (lockings, and parti^coloured 
garters !!** 

§3" Note. Firjl, the pofition that in^different 
means different \ or, according to £dmond*s 

notion 
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notion of In^ as an intenfive * particle^ very dif- 
ferent* 

Id* Note. Secondly^ the irreiiftible confe-i 
fequenccj or corollary^ that garters of a different 
knit^ are the fame as garters of a different co-* 
lour — in other words, parti-^coloured. 

^(3r Note, Thirdly, the inference that be- 
caufe parti*coloured garters were /ometimes 
worn, they were the garters here intended. 

81^* Note. Fourthly, that they were forne-* 
times worn by feryants, and were con/equenily 
to be worn by the fellow fervants of Grumio, 
becaufe Phantajies, a ridiculous or theatrical 
perfonage (as the very name and fcene of the 
diredion import) wore them over his red filk 
itockings, under a velvet jerkin branched^ 

Example XIX. 

A man worth any woman-— over buys me, 
Almoft the man he pays. 

[^Imogen fpeaking of Pojihumusl 

^Or Note. ^' So fmall is my value, and fo 
great, his, that in the purchafe he has made 
(for which he paid bimfelf) for much the greater 
part, and almoll the whole, he has nothing in 
return. The moft minute portion of bis wealth 
would be too high a price for the wife he has 
acquired/' [Malone^ 

I mufl admit (as the ladies, and with longer 
nails than I approve, infill) that it is a very «»- 
gallant interpretation. 

♦ [EJence^ pag. i, ^dic. ad ed. 

C 2 The 
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The Sergeant aflures me that Imogen could 
not be beard in the Common Pleas, if flie offered 
there fo degrading a confeflion, efpecially being 
a feme covert — that it is therefore bad law. 

But it is impoffible that Imogen could mean 
to undervalue herfelf at all ; and as the words 
carry no fuch import, it is the vifionary genius 
of Edmond that ftamps an impreflion foreign to 
that of the feal in his harid. This I call the ma- 
gic of critical invention, the magic of difcovcr- 
ing that which doe^ not exift* 

Example XX. 

" And I have not forgotten what the infide of a 
church is made of— I am a pepper-corn— ^r 
brewer^ shorfe.^' [Falftaff. 

* MaloneJ] — (i.) *' A brewer's horfe^ per- 
haps was apt to be lean with hard work." 

§3- ''I never had the honor to fee them in Shak- 
fpeare^s time ; but if I may reafon from what I 
fee of them in my own time, they would be 
almoft proverbial fimilies, for that which is the 
reverfc of lean/* [M. Felix. 

*' (2.) [izy^ Edmond-'Zimri) a brewer's horfe 
*' may not mean a dray-horfe, but the crofs^ 
'* beam on which barrels are carried into ceU 
•* lars, &c. The allufion may be to the taper^ 
*V form of the machine." 

§:5- *' A brewer's 
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5tf" ** A brewer's borfe is, however, men- 
tioned in Ariftippus, or the Jovial Philofopher^ 
1630. 

" To think Helicon a barrel of beer is as 
great a fin as to call Pegafus a brewer* S bor/e.** 

N. B. The fentence juft quoted is an Aero- 
caflrian apropos de bottes for this brewer* s horfe. 

%3r After he has given us thefe two keys of 
the lock — he defcends, but with becoming 
dignity, into the regions of common fenfe, by 
telling us that it was of no confequence, and 
that it may be taken for any dijjimilitude^ Thi? 
makes the reft of the note gratuitous acquifition 
to Mejpeurs Rivington and Sons, &c. &c. 

Example XXI. 

No more truth in thee than a drawn fox. 

Falftaff. 

Warhurton had faid that by drawn was meant 
often hunted. 

Johnfon thinks it means ^^ an exenterated'* 
fox — the form of the animal without its powers, 
though he admits drawn to be a hunter's term 
for purfuit by track — but adds, that his own inter- 
pretation better fuits the fiewed prune that pre- 
cedes.'* 

Malone7\ — Outftrips his friend, and fays, this 
drawn fox is, perhaps, a fox drawn over the 
ground, to cxercife the hounds. 

C 3 Then 
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Then he adds this curious account of a fox, 
(qu. if not in the JiJier-IflandJ who, when 
drawn out of his hole had the fagacity to couti'^ 
terfeit deaths that he might thereby obtain an 
opportunity to efcape. 

Example XXII. 

Falftaff.— Tut, Tut ;— good enough to tofs* 
Malone. — ^before the Irifli rebellion, (I thought 
fecond ftght had been Scotch monopoly) makes a 
paraphrafe of by adding the words ** upon a 
pike!'* 

Example XXIII. 

— — — Vexed! am 
Of late with paflions of fome difference*^^ 
Conceptions only proper to myfelf. 

*Malone.'y^V\\x^2XiofX of opinions and de- 
fires. 

" Very like a whale !•• 
fays the Cynic. 

But it is curious to fee how one ingenuity 
fuperfedes another. 

Velut unda fupervenit undam. 
In Hamlet, another editor converts the mad 
Ophelia into a learned herald — " You may wear 
your rue with a difference.** An heraldic word, fays 
Mr. Steevens, and quotes Holingfliead as Ophe- 
lia's prompter. A difference, according to bim^ 
is a mark of diftindion amongft heralds. 

Edmond 
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Edmond is equally ingenious^ but he likes to 
wear it with a difference^ and therefore, in this 
place, where the heraldic metaphor would be 
appofite enough, he defpifes it, and explains the 
term difference in a way that no human creature, 
but himfelf did, or cpuld explain it. 

Example XXIV. 

We that take purfes go by the moon and feven 
ftars, and not by the /««— he— ** that wan. 
dering knight fo fair.** 

Malone.l^^^ FalftafFftarts the idea of Phoebus, 
i. e. the fun — ^but deviates into an allufion to 
" El donzel del Febo*'^'' the knight of the fun,** 
in a Spaniih romance, tranflated under the title 
of "The Mirror of Knighthood," during the 
age of Shakfpeare. 

•* This illullrious perfonage was moll excellently 

fair, and a great wanderer, as thofe who travel 

after him, (how witty! and playful!) through 

three thick volumes (beautifully alliterated!) 

in quarto, will difcover. 

** Perhaps the words — 

'* That wandering knight fo faire," 

arc part of fome forgotten ballad, the fubjed of 
this harmlefs hero's adventures !!" 

Example XXV. 

" If I do, fillip mi with a three^man's beetUr 

Faljlaff. 
C 4 I con* 
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I conceive the note that follows, to be the 
'TToivv'TrifTUTov of the Canon before us. 

Malone.'] — " A diverfion in common, with 
boys in IVarwickJhire^ and the adjoining coui^* 
ties, on finding a toad, to lay a board about two 
or three feet long, at right angles over a ftick^ 
^bout two or three inches diameter, as per iketch i 




then placing the toad, the other end is ftruck 
with a bat or large ftick, which throws the 
creature forty or fifty feet perpendicular from 
the earth, and its return, in general, kills it.— • 
This is Q^iW^A filliping the toad!! 

Example XXYI. 

^* Tu paye ne minuas." [Horace^ 

** The front of hieav'n was full oi fiery Jb^pes'^ 
The goats ran from the mountains ; and the h^rdf 
Were ftrangely clamorous to the frighted fiield.** 

[Glendower in Hen. IV. pt. i. 

SfCf* Now for a note worthy of the editor 
^nd critic, profejfed — a note which convert^ the 
Poet of Nature, 1597, into a Fellow of the 
Royal Society, eredled A. D. 1692-3. 

I once thought Cato's library, upon the Ita- 
lian ftage, recorded by Addifon, and which had 
Plutarch*s lives in it, was the moft beautiful 
gnschronifm thap eveir appeared. But Cheva-^ 

\ief% 
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li&r*& quotation from Diodorus Sciulus againft 
Chriftianity ! fupplanted the earlier competitor 
— and what is to come puts them both under \t% 
leg, 

" Omne fimili diffimili gaudet.*' E. M. 

*' Shakfpeare appears to have been as well 
^* acquainted with rarer phenomena^ as with 
*' ordinary appearances of nature.'* 

*' A writer in the Philofophical Tranfadions, 
*' No. 207> defcribing an earthquake (which is 
'^ rather a different circumftance in its probable 
•' effed upon cattle, from thtit fiery Jhapes in the 
*' heaven or iky, ) inCatanea, near Mount JEtna. 
** (Thank you, Mr. Travelling Edmond, for your 
** local helps to thofe, who, like me, are no tra- 
•^ vellcrs !) ''by which eighteen perfons were de^ 
*^ Jlroyed, {They, at leaft, were not goats or 
" cattle) mentions one of the circumftances that 
*' are faid here to have marked the birth of 
*' Glendower. 

** There was a blow, as if all the artillery of 
*^' the world had been di/charged at once.'' (This 
reporter, faid my fon to me, ought furely to 
have been rather an epic poet than a natural 
philofopher. ^* The fea retired from the town 
^* above two miles — the birds flew about afto* 
'' nilhed.*' 

gC!f- " The cattle in the fields ran crying*'* 

Happy coincidoQce ! if true! (I exclaimed) 
jhough inaufpicioufly for the illuftration of this 

effed 
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cffcft ariiing from artillery) or quaji artillery (as 
the Sergeant exprefles it) which Edmond thinks 
the fame thing as a fiery Jbape, I had juft been 
walking in a field of my own^ and my cattle 
having taken fright at a fudden explofion made 
by cannon^ " ran crying all over the field.^* 

Thus far I had written before l/aw No. 207, 
to which Edmond alludes. 

But who will now deny that Edmond is not 
only a poet's editor, but a poet himfelf\ or, 
perhaps, as he was half a poet when \i^Jaw the 
patent of Sir William Sidley, he is now become 
a poet and a half. 

A fublimer fiSlion has not produced the 
Odyffey, nor the legendary tales of Ariofto. 

Firfi^ in honor to a very fubordinate branch 
of the epic, if Edmond *s copy had the fainted 
refemblance to the original alTumed, it would 
prove, by epic more than logical reafoning, that 
Shakfpeare was acquainted with fuch rarer phe^ 
nomena^ as a very uncommon earthquake pro- 
duced in 1693^3, which is the date of the ac« 
count, and is near a century later than Edmond's 
date of this play. 

But now for the fall with a negative before 
it ; I mean the poetical accuracy of the refer- 
ence. I, who havey^^, and have read^ the 
original which Edmond profejfes to copy, aver 
that nothing like the citation is there to be 
found^ fo far as it refpedls the coincidence aU 
ledgedi which, in every incident, and in every 

word 
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word of the fuppofed originalj is the pageant of 
Edmond's brain. 

Ardentem frigidus ^tnam 

Infiluit. 

So far I anij like hinij a negative^ift. 

In the next place I affirm^ with equal confi- 
dence^ that what is in the original ; that is^ in 
the letter (for fuch it is) utterly deftroys the 
fimilitude here imagined^ or^ in other wordsj 
created. 

The writer^ who is an Italian correfpondent 
of Malpighi^ details many particulars which 
mark the extreme and peculiar^ if not unex« 
ampled^ violence^ of the events fuch aSj that 
whole cities were deftroyed^ and rocks torn 
from the mountains^ (which rocks may> per-^' 
haps^ be Edmond's goats) the earth dancing; 
or^ like an ague^ fhaken from fide to fide. In. 
ftead of eighteen perfons dejiroyed, fifty-nine 
thoufand^ nine hundred and fixty-three were 
killed ; — great part of Catanea was deflroyed ;— 
Syracufa fliattered, but not ruined ; — a particular 
(Ireet in the town of Noto, hung> on one fide, 
like an inclined wall ; — grottos fell in ; — walls 
leapt^ as if taken and carried away ; — two rocks 
met acrofs a river and clofed the valley up ,•-— 
the fea ran down ; but I cannot^ with fpedlacles, 
difcover the two miles ; — which, perhaps, may be 
iirferred. The earth opened; — ^running waters 
dried up ; — cities were like a defart, and heap of 
ruins." 

The 
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The only words that bear at all upon the 
found and l\it fiery Jhape^ (which, for argument 
fake, we muft combine in the allufionj are 
what follow ; and the reader will do me the ho- 
nour, when be has read thefe words, to read 
again, (with homage, bordering upon idolatry,) 
Edmond's note : 

'' Some perfons which, the evening before, 
were travelling in the country, obferved a great 
fame of light, at, about, an Italian mile's dif- 
tance, and fo bright, that they took it for a real 
fire ; and though they went direcflly towards it, 
yet it feemed to keep at the fame diftance from 
them. 

'* Whilft they were obferving of this appear- 
ance, the earthquake begutii which was fenfible 
to the horfes they rode, who were affrighted 
thereat ; the trees were all (haken ; upon this, 
the amazed travellers looking for the light they 
faw juft before, found it vanifbed. — — — 
a noife like cannon at a great di fiance V* 

After I had read this No. 207, and had com- 
pared it with Edmond's running goats^ his crying 
herds upon a full gallop in the. fields, and his cho- 
rus of ^// the artilleries in the world firpd off at once \ 
reminded me of \fomething, which is very apro- 
pos of his artillery, I mean of a diftindion be- 
tween a gunner and a gunji^r in the Guardian 
or Tatlcr, I forget which. 

'' The gunfier (as we are there told) only 
means to furprize, and, perhaps, to entertain 

the 
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the reader. He deals in wind guns, which 
knock down thofe who make ufe of them ; and, 
according to the various compreflions of the air, 
(very apropos of the Catanian earthquake,) make 
bounces that cannot be heard without laughter. 

'* Vitio carentem 

** Ludit imago 
*' Vana, quae porta fugiens eburna, 
** Somnium ducit.** 

The Sergeant here, to my aftonifhmcnt (at 
a man of his order and precifionj became an 
advocate for Edmond, and fpoke for him thus, 
having difclaimed a fee ; 

*' I begin, faid he, with Horace's rule : 

Fi£la voluptatis causa fint proxima verts! 

I confider Edmond's edition of Shakfpeare as 
a book intended, as well as calculated, for mere 
amufement. . , 

We have here proximity of truth enough, and 
we are never to forget that wit is the talent (by 
its definition) of combining remote alluiions. 

We have horfes frightened. Horfes are cattle, 
at leaft, in common parlance; a fire and can^ 
non, both indeed at a diftancc ; but ftill we have 
them — we have an earthquake — we have the 
retiring fea — and we have Catanea for one of the 
cities materially afFedled by this accident. 

It is true we have no herds running and cry^ 
ing in the fields, but thofe phenomena may be 
inferred I — as they would have been herds of An- 
gular 
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gular apathy, who would not have run, or who 
would not have cried at fuch an occurrence/' 

With iimilar addrefs he touched upon the 
other topics ; but I> afTuming the Chief Juftice, 
when he had clofed his argument, ruled as 
follows : 

*' That Edmond's note was the EJfence of 
No. 207, according to the definition of that 
word as given us by Dr. Johnfon, as follows : 

" EJfence is but the very nature of any thing, 
whether exijiing or not.** 

[Johnf. DiA. in v. 

1^ I mud here make a little digrefflon to 
another playful ftroke of Edmond's reference. It 
is apropos of his favorite boaft, 

_ — _ « Se 
Cum magnis vixiffe/* — — . — . 

*' Butler, (fays Edmond,) as the late Mr. Burke 
obferved feveral years ago to me, has well il- 
luftrated the principle on which they went, (the 
dedicators) when he compares them* to the 
archer who draws his arrow to the head, whether 
his objed be a goofe or fwan." 

[Dryden^s life by Malone.*^ 

Of courfe, in the note upon this text, we 
have not only that image, but other allufions, 
and their vehicles, other lines, to be copied from 
Hudibras. 

But who would have thought or dreamt that 
Burke wrote the Guardian, vol. i. No. 4? in 
which paper occurs the identical remark, in 

which 
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which paper, as in Edmond's note, the whole 
pailage is quoted at length, and in which paper 
(a coincidence no lefs fortunate!) a dedication 
is annexed, ridicuoufly fulfome in the hero's 
praife, juft as in Edmond's note a fample of the 
lame kind is adduced by him. 

Example XXVII. 

" Capitulate againft us, and are up.** 

To capitulate, fays Mr» Editor Steevens, 
means to make bead. 

But Edmond more ingenioufly puts the tail 
for the bead, by telling us what all of us knew 
before, that ^' capitulate'' means '^ per capita 
feu articulos pacifci I** and then adds, that it is 
ufed very nearly in that fenfe here, i.e. juft as 
near as war in its commencement, is to the 
peace that clofes, or truce that fufpend« it. 

But without adverting incommodioufly to the 
awkward expreflion paci/ci, Edmond informs us 
that, in faft, the Percies did capitulate 5 i. e. 
allcdged grievances by way of articles on which 
the rifing was founded. 

In that fenfe, all enemies and all rebels capi^ 
tulate I nor is war, in modern courtefy, ever de- 
clared without fuch a capitulation ; but it pre- 
vents, alas, no effufion of human blood. 

N. B. This note was lent me by a gentleman 
very much in the fecr^ts of the corps diploma^ 
iique. 

Example 
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Example XXVIIL 

A conqueror that will pray in aid for kindnefs where 
he for grace is kneel'd to. 

\?raying in aid is a term ufed for a petition 
made in a Court of Juftice, for the calling in 
of help from another who has an intereft in the 
Juit r Malone. 

This cannot be the meaning here, which makes 
the note more ingenious. \Min. Felix. 

• Example XXIX, 

Apemantus.— Heav*ns ! that I were a Lord. 
Timon. — What would'ft thou do then, Apenlantus? 
Apem.— Even as Apemantus does now — hate a 

Lord with all my heart. 
Tim— What, thyfelf ? 
Apem.— * Ay. 
Tim. —Wherefore. 
Apem.— That I had no angry wit to be a Lordj'^ 

Art not thou a merchant? 
Merch. — Ay, Apemantus." 

The tub to the whale is angry wit — ^and the 
editors difport around it. 

Enter PFbale tbefirft^ or John/on. 

*' The meaning may be—" I (hould hate my- 
'* felf for patiently enduring to be a Lord/' 
This is ill enough exprefled 5— />^rib^/>s fome 
happy change may fet it right. I have tried, 
and can do nothing — Exit Johnfon growling. 
Enter Stecvens, gracefully bowing. 

•' If 
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*f If I hazard one conjcdure, it is not with 
the fmallefl: degree of confidence. By an *« an-^ 
gry wit,** Apemantus may mean the poet, who 
has been provoking him. 

** The fenfe will then be thus : ^^ I (hould hate 
myfelf^ becaufe I could prevail on no captious 
wit— like bim — to take the title in my dead/' 

He then gives a reading which the author of 
the Revifyl offi^rs, (who was the late Mr. Heath 
ofEfXeter,) viz, 

*' That I had fo wronged my wit to be a lor^* — 
a very acute and a very admiflible change, as I 
ihould have thought, if my underflanding had 
not been impregnated wijh Malonian aiber^ 
(an expreflion which mut: mutandis, I have bor- 
rowed from the late James Bo/well). N. B. the 
author of that fame " RevifaV* was an excellent 
fcholar and (pace ieihered,) a very ingenious critic. 

Enter !E^mond^ fimpering. 

'^ I BELIEVE Shakfpeare was thinking of the 
common expreflion — " he has wit in his anger,** 
(of which, by the way, neither I, nor my wife, 
nor children, ever heard — but we are neither 
witty nor angry). " The difficulty arifes here 
(proceeds Edmohd) from the original editors 
paying no attention to abrupt fentences. Our 
author, I fuppofe, wrote — 

That I had no an^ry wit: to ^)e a ^.ord! 
Art not thou a merchant ? 

*' Apemantus is aiked, why he fhould hate him- 

ftlf ? he replies, " for this reafon, that I had no 

* D wit 
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ivit Of iifcfeihn (A very eccentric definition of 
that playful talent I) but was abfuri enough 
to wi(h myfelf one of that fet of men whom i 
dcfpife, 

^' He then exclaimfi^ with indignation^ 

«' To be a Lord!" 

*' Such is my conjedure : — Wit^ in the fenfe of a 
voiUy or ingenious perfon's talent, was not, XjuJ-^ 
pe£l, the language of Shakfpeafe's time." [^Makne. 

I love refinementj and therefore my vote i« 
for Edmond. 

But as to his notion that wit, in Shakfpeare's 
time, did not mean a witty or ingenious perfons 
talent, I recommend him to the following paf- 
fage in Lovers Labour Lojt-^ 

Maria.'y^l know him. Madam, &c« 
The only foil of his fair virtues glofs^ 
Is zjharp wit, matched with too blunt a will, 
Whofe edge hath pow*r to cut, whofe will ftill wjlls 
It fliould none /pare that come within its power. 

Pn/7f{/j.]— Some merry, mocking Lord belike! &c. &c« 

Compare this paflage with Edmond^s remark ! 
—and then fay if the indifcretion of mere wif 
could be more difcriminately marked. M. F. 

But what fliall we fay of Biron ? 

His eye begets occafion for his wit, 
Which his fair tongue, &c. &c. 
turns to a mirth moving jefi. 

It is a portrait of the late Charles Towfi/ltend^ 
who was, beyond all comparifon, the wiitiefi- 
man of his day, and, the mojft indifcreet I 

It 
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It U tlie chcm&^r of Mirm himfelf in the 
whole play. M. F. 

There is a divilion of this faculty inta five 
branches^ by Hawes, in 1554 — which (quaint as 
it is) overlooks Edmond's wit. i. Common 
wit, a. Ipiagination. 3. Fantafy. 4* £Ai* 
mation. 5. Memory. Almond himfelf gives 
me this intelligence^ page 308^ vol. io« in his 
note uppQ a fonnet. 

But gnat wits have Jh^ memories* 

One fhould think Edmond had no tyts to any 
thing which could offend his definitions; for 
elfe tbe following pafTages would have checked 
his triumphant aflertioOj '' that wit^ in Shak- 
fpeare's time did not mean what is underflood by 
it in general^ but fignified (of all the bird$ in 
thcair^ dijcretion. 

*' If yo\i fp©nd word for xoord with n^c, I (hall make 
** your wit bankrupt.'* 

[Thurio, in a battle of puns with Va* 
lentine. Two gent, of Ferona^ 

♦* Thouf^nd ^fcapes of wit make thee the father of 
«« their iifle Jream^** 

[The Duke in Meajurefor Mtafurs^ al* 
luding evidently to Lucio's banters 
upon bi^ iqcoiHinence. 
** There is a kind of merry war betwixt Signior 

Benedick and her; 
** They never meet but there's zj^rmijb of wit.** 
[Leonato in M. A. at>* Nothiogj alluding 
to J^enedicl and Beatrice. 

T> % «* A college 
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"A <!ollcge of wU-^crachn {hdi\ not flout ^e.^' 

[^BenfditkhitxiCtlf* 

" Thy wU is as quick as the greyhounds mouth, 
it catches.** 

[^Benedick to Margaret, in anfwer to a pun« 

** Thar I was dijdainfuly and had my good wit out 
of the Hundred merry tales.^* 

^ [Beatrice to Benedick at the mafqucrade. 

** He is the prince's y^^^r—hiff gift is in devifing-im- 
poflibley7a;ii/^rj«^none but libertines delight in 
him ; and the commepdation is not in his wit, 
but in his villainy, fo|: hp both ple^feth men 
and angers them, and then they laugh at him, 
and beat him.'* 

[Beatrice again, mafked as before, and 
ridiculing Benedick. 

fFarhurton's judicious note {pi/mire as he is) 
being adopted by Edmond, (who fays that wit in 
Shakfpeare's time was the fame thing as difcre-^ 
Hon) fhall clofe the debate. 

*' His villainy] — ^by which fhe means his m- 
piety and his malice. By his impious jejls, (he in- 
linuates^ he pleafed libertines ; and by his devifing 
Jfanders of thcpi he an^^rs them/' [H^arburton, 

Example XXX. 

3d Lord.— I promife you, my Lord, you mov'd mc 

. much. 
Apem. — Muchl 

Malone.}— Apemantus meails to fay, " that's 
extraordinary.'* 

Example 
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Example XXXL 

There is no croffing him in his humour ; 

When all's fpent^ he'd be crojjed then as he could* 

Theobald fays^ {^^ poor Tib,*') that he would 
then have his hand crojed with money if he 
could. 

This expofition^ tho' made by a man who lyes 
flat^ and ftunned by hard blows^ before Johnfon 
came^ (fee divifion the firft of this volume) is 
adopted by Malone;' but he adds^ that another 
fenfe was alfo to be conveyed^ i. e. '' that he 
will then wifli to undo the paft, and' would la- 
ment he had not been crojfed before !!" 

Example XXXIL 

Burgomafters and great oneyers. 

I Hen. IV. 

Tbeokald.y^'^* The reading which I have fub- 
Ilituted — Moneyers, I owe to the friendlhip of 
Nicholas Hardinge, Efq. 

•* Moneyer is an officer of the Mint who 
makes coin^ and who delivers out the King's 
money^ 

*^ Money ers are alfo taken for tankers.*' 

This emendation was adopted by Warburton^ 
but reje&edj though with high compliments to 
Mr. Hardinge, by Mr. Heathj who adds, " that 
he bad the honour to know Mr* Hardinge, and 

D 3 that 
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that he entertained a very high opinion of his 
judgment." 

Johnfon calls it '* a very acute and judicious 
attempt at emendation^ which has MC uhde- 
fervedly been adopted by Warburton." 

But he pays a higher cdmpliitieiit ftill to 
Sir Thbmas Haamer^ who reauds great ttumers 
" not without equal and greater likelihood.^** 

^* ¥Lt, (Jfohnfonj is iiot fatisfied that change 
is neceffary^ and conceives gr^at tm-^jtri a cant 
phrafe for " ^^tf/ ^»^.^/* 

|3» Hide yout din^kiilhed^cads! Thefuo 
is oirt ! 

(MalMe.'] -^ ^ PerhaH Sbakfpeam w#oce 
ONYERs^ that i9> public accotttitants. 

'' It is a courfe of the Exchequer when a 
iherifF makes up hii accounts^ 9cc. to fet upon 
bis head (a lingular^ but happy^ expreffion,) 
O — NI — oneratur nifi hateaf fnjffkitntem e^onera^ 
iionem. He therefore becomes the king's debtor^ 
and the parties^r^^z^i/fj as tfaey ate termed inlaw^ 
for whom be anfVers^ become bis debtors^ and 
are difcharged^ as with refpedt to the King* 

^* To fettle acddufits in chis tnanner^ is jlill 
called in the Exchequer t^mj^ and from bdice. 
Shakfpeare^ perhaps^ formed the word onysrs i!" 

I have ftarted this problem at the Exdie^tier 
in every one of its accounting departments^ 
(though I wifii that t had more to do with *em 
than I have;) and the Officen appear to be stt 

much 
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much aftoniihed as the boatmen were defcribed 
in Lucian^ quoted in Bryant's Mythology, when 
they were interrogated upon the banks of 
Menaoder^ concerning thofe muiical fwans that 
were Ikid« by the poets^ to refide and fing there^ 
particularly juft a3 they were going to die. The 
Tellers, the deputyr-Tellers, Clerks, &c. heard 
me with complacency, but looking at one an» 
other, marked their fufpicion that my fortune 
would not be worfe if the cuftody of the 
Chancellor fhould put it into the hands of a 
Committee. 

|C3* Here is another inftance of the '^ fiffa 
voluptatis c^usd /" 

£;k:ample XXXIIL 

** Square, means quarrel in Shakfpeare.*' 

** Square and quarrel are fynonymous terms 
for a pane ofgla/s.*' \Malone. . 

I never heard they were, and my glazier ab- 
jures the word* 

But if there is any fuch word, as quarrel, for 
d pane ofglafs, it proves nothing to the puipofe 
for which it was quoted, fince it muft be derived 
evidently from quadreau, a fquare, jiifl: as \\^t fame 
word quarrel is, when it means an arrow with a 
Jquare head* [Cavil's ghoft. 

D 4 JEJCAMPJLE 
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Example XXXIV. 

Thofe that Hobgoblin call you and sweet Puck. 
You do their work, and. they (hall have good luck. 

Malone.2 — The epithet (sweet) is not fuper- 
fluous. — Puck alone was far from being an en- 
dearing appellation, it fignified nothing better 
than fiend. 

Pray what is the meaning of Hohgohlin ? and 
what is the endearment of that perfonagc ? 

M. F. 
Johnfon calls him a frightful fairy.** 

Johnf. in v; 

Example XXXV. 

** The human mortals.** 

M. N. D. 

" Human.l — To mark the difference between 
men and fairies. 

Fairies were not human, but they were yet 
fubjiCdt to mortality //' • [^Malone. 

The amiably, anilian logic of this remark is 
unexampled^ and is in Sir Roger de Coverlf^ beft 
manner, though be, with more acutenefs, but 
with equal fimplicity, exculpates Moll . White 
from the charge of riding in the air. 
. I* never heard of the death and burial of in- 
vifible fpirits , nor can the fextons of my parilh* 

at 
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at all enlighten me in that aerial regiller of 
fuhterranean mortality. . M. F. 



Example XXXVI. 

*' Cowllips tall^ her penfloners be." 

Edmond appreh Ads 7^// in this place to de- 
note the height of the cowflips. 

I will here apply to him^ and with his own 
urbanity of good humour, what he addrefTes to 
Capdlj viz. '^ that although he has devoted his 
life to the obfolete antiquities of minqte and 
verbal criticifmj he has not been able to difcover 
that in Shakfpeare height^ was not univerlally 
or neceflarily conveyed by tall^ but that occa- 
iionally the latter imported grace^ or fpirit, or 
ftrength, in the figure. 

\Geo. Chalmers — by the Penny Pojl. 

]Exlmond himfelf, to ferve another purpofe, 
interprets tall fo as to make it a very good epi- 
thet for the fairies, without reference tt> their 
ftature. 

'* Tall''—''' quick^handed"—'' affive.'* 

[Malone, vol. lo, p. 556. 

He quotes his friend Signior Florio^ who wrote 
his diftionary in 1598. 



Example 
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EXAMPLB XXXVII. 

** Good mtflcr mufiardjtei^ 

I know yoMT patience well/* 

ICJ- '' 6/ patience it meant fttnding ftill in 
the mujlard pot, to be cat with beef^ on which 
it was a conftant attendant/' 

{Malone. 
** But how does this truiiin elevate the patience 
of Uitftard above that of falt^ p^pp^» Agi^r, 
viitegar^ &€•?*' 

[£4tHond^s cook in J^n, Ann. Street^ Eqfi. 

U3^ The anfwer is deferred. 

Example XXXVIII. 

** How like you the young German, 
The Duke of Saxony's nephew ?" 

[Nerifla to Portia in the M* of Venice. 

♦' In Shakfpcare's time the Duke of Bavaria 
*' vifitcd London, and was made knight of tb€ 
'* garter :\ 

(Was he iadeed?) 

«• Perhaps, in this emimeration of Portia^s 
fuitors, there may be fome covert allufion to 
thofe of Queen Elizabeth. ' ' \Malone. 

Perhaps not# 

But I never underftood that his Higbnefs of 
Bavaria (for whofe memory I have, neverthelefs, 
infinite rcfpedj was one of the fuitors. 

Example 



Digitized by 



Google 



C 43 3 

Example XXXIX. 

** To prove whofe blood is reddeft^ his, or mine." 

Edmond — '^ It muft be remembered that red 
is traditionally a, fign of courage. 

'* Thus Macbeth calls one of his frighted fol- 
diers, a te;i&/V^.livered lown. Again, in this 
play, cowards are faid to have livers as white as 
milk ; and a timorous man is termed a milk fop.** 

[Malone. 

C^r* I. " A milk fop is not a timorous man, but 
rather /oft and effeminate. 

2. A white-livered mzti is not a coward; and 
there is no analogy between ^2?^ r and the colour 
of the liver. 

3. There is no affinity between the colour of 
a man's Hood and the colour of his liver.*' 

[A note from Apothecaries' Hall. 

Example XL. 

** The kinder we to give 'em thanks for nothing, 
Our fport (hall be to take what they miftake.*' 

[Edmond.'l — ** Voltaire fays fomcthing like that 
of Louis XIV. who took pleafure in feeing his 
courtiers in confufion when they fpoke to him.'* 

" Not a bit like it. — For it was pride in him^ 
as it appears from the tenor of the context ; — 
but in Thefeus it was good humour and generous 
complacency to thofe who did their beft.** 

\Min. Felix. 

Example 
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Example XLL 

^* And with fuch fober and unnoted paffion. 
He did behave his anger, ere 'twas fpent^ 
As if he had proved an argument.** 

The old copy reads lehoove. 

Rowe^ (who appears to me a very ingenious 
and a very ufeful editor,) introduced the word 
behuve* 

Dr. Warhurion approved the change, and he 
interpreted behave — *' manage.*' 

Behave certainly may be a verb adlive, as we 
know by the common phrafe, behave himjelf^ 
i. e. condud himfelf. 

Here then a fenfe is produced, which is quaint, 
I admit, but intelligible. 

Edmonds as if to ridicule 2^ jumpers but him- 
felf, fays, that he fometimes has thought the 
word (and which he makes for the purpofe) 
may have been — ^* he did behalve — his anger, 
i. ^.fupprefs it.** 

^3- N. B. jirjiy the poetical invention of the 
new word ! 

gf:5- N. B.fecondly^ that if I cut a thing in half^ 
\Jupprefs it ! 

But the curious reader has more playfulnefs 
to come. 

Behalve is introduced " because the author 
often converts nouns into verbs.** 

That behalving is not the fame as the ad of 
Jupprejfmgy I can prove, ad hominemi — for he 

behalves 
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iebahes the . import of the . word hehtave^ by 
putting Warburton's interpretation of the word 
firft, then adducing his own wprd^ theagiving us a 
p^flage from Davenant, (in a note of Steevens's J 
which confirms the fagacity of Rowe, and proves 
that beb^ive is 9 verb adlive, in the very fenfc 
here claimed, 

" Behave their influence.'* 

Edmond has therefore lehalved^ (and with his 
accuflomed addrefs,) the rival editor ; but he has 
not fupprejfed him, for by the help of the two 
notes^ we eftablifh him again^ complete and 
perfed. 

Example XLIL 

*^ Had his neceflity made ufe of me, 

I would have put my weahh into donation. 

And the beft half fhould have returned to him." 

Edmond firfl introduces a note of Steevens^ 
juit as Martial fuppofes Cato to have come into 
a Roman theatre, — ut exiret. 

But then he accredits another, which he calls 
happy \ and if the invention of a fenfe, which 
cannot exiji, makes happy interpreters; here 
they are ! 

** I would have treated my wealth as a gift pri- 
ginally received from him, and would have re- 
: turned half to him, of that whole ^ for which I 
fuppofed myfelf his debtor.** 

jph I am 
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IPh I am convinced that interprctcrt like 
thcfc, are fpirics^ 

" Quels mcliore luto fiaxit pratcorfiaTitaa/' 

[M- T. 

EXAMPIB XLIIL 

« Loath'd Ugamy:' Rich. IIU, 

If Bigmy is dcfintd by Sergeant Edmonds the 
offence of marrying izvp virgins^ and the feconi 
before the firfl: wife is dead ! 

%. It is alfo the offence of marrying a widow ! 

[^Malone. 

This laft was the very offence which Richard 
had recently coipmitted, who i« here addreffed 
by Buckingham. — For he had juft married Anne, 
the widow of the Prince. [[M, F. 

ExitMPLS ^XlsN. 

" Duchefs of York to Rich. III. her fpn.— 
What comfortable hour canft thou name. 
That ever grac'd me in thy company ? 

Rich. — Faith^ none but Humfhrey HourtYatczVieA 
your Grac« 
To breakfaft once." 

§3- This may probably be an allufion to fomc 
affair of gallantry in which the Duchefs of York 
had been fufpeded. [Malone. 

gf3- Now for Edmond, with his negative key. 

** Surety the poct*s fondnefs for a quibble, has 
not induced him to pcrfonify and xbriften that 

hour 
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hoar fit the dajr that fummoned his mother to 
herbreakfaftlP' 

§3* N. B. My/ouribfon^ who dabbles in punc« 
tuatioiij as well as the late Sir James Burroughs^ 
(a talent which is the fublimity perfonified of 
critical m^banifinj deiires me to read on. 

I read accordingly^ and find the words ** forth 
of my company/' 

** How can this be corred ?'' (fays he) and he 
fays well (for his years). " The mother obfervcs 
that (he never had a comfortable hour in his 
company. He anfwersi yes^ one \io\ix forth of 
my company ; i. e. not in my company^ but out 
of my company; — which is not an anfwer ai 
idem, and makes the palTage nonfenfe^ (if that 
indeed is any obje&ion.) 

I would therefore (fays the little pointer) make 
a full flop at the word once. 
Forth of my cooip^ny \ 
will then be a new paragraph. 

And the following lines confirm the accuracy 
pf this arrangement— 

If I be fo difgracious in thy fight, 
Let me march on* 

[Minutioius tbefmrth 

Example XLV. 

la Atab. Mnd Cleop.^'^z bdy is averfe to heating her 
liver with drinkitig*" 

By the way^ flie is one of Clec^atra's maids 
^ honour^ 

One 
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' One fliould think fhe might be averfe to it— 

1. becaufe a heated liver is not pleqfanti and 

2. bccaufc the habit of drinking^ fo as to heat 
the liver, is not feminine or pretty— i» Maids of 
Honour. 

But Edmond, who is not gallant^ (as we fa-» 
tally remember and lament) infinuates, that her 
diflike to this habit, arifes from the irrefiftiblc 
analogy* which he, (and he alone,) has difcovered 
between a heated liver and a pimpled face. 

03* I have alTembled a confultation of the 
moft eminent phyflcians in the metropolis, who 
tell me there is no fuch analogy.- I have their 
certificate: figned : George Baker, 

H. R. Reynolds, 
Lucas Pepys, 
. Francis Millman, 

Example XLVI, 

- Ric. II. aft 3, fc. 4.-? 

" Oh, I am prefst to death ihro' want of fpeaking/* 

Malone. 

I never yet faw the Sergeant laugh ^^dr^^ de^- 
ployee, till I told him that, according to Edmond^ 
the poet alludes here to the ancient legal punilh- 
ment, called ** peine forte et dure,** which, as he 
tells us, was inflided on thofe perfons who, being 
xirraigned, rcfufed to plead, remaining obftinately 
filent. " They v^erc prefed {it fecms) to death 
by a heavy weight laid upon their ftomach." 

As 



Digitized by 



Google 



C 49 ] 

As the Sergeant was recovering^ I laid before 
himj with an air of myftery, the paflage to which 
I alluded in the EJfence^ (pag. 45^ 2d ed.^ and 
reminded him of Beatrices's wit — in Much Ado 
about Nothings as compared by Benedicks-Ma^ 
lone to the fame ingenious procefs of the peine 
forte et dure. 

He fell into fuch a convulfive fit of that which, 
according to fome philofophers^ is the di(linc« 
tive charadler of the human race^ that I was 
alarmed for his health and his life^ efpecially 
as he ha^ before complained of a dangerous 
fulnefs in the head^ arifing from a circle of 
law dinners. But after lofing bloody (and as 
red^ I can aflure Mr. Traditionary Edmond, as 
that of any hero,) he is as well as can be ex-* 
pelied. He has taken, by the phyfician's ad- 
vice, a gentle opiate, labelled " The order and 
chronology of Shakfpeare*s plays.** 

Example XLVII. 

Nos duo turba fumus. 

(J3h The two kings of Brentford never fmell 
with a more cordial fympathy of nofe, at the 
fame bouquet, interchanged between them, than 
Samuel and Edmond, at the figure which this 
Canon has produced and cherifhed* 

They often ridicule IVarburton, who is fond 
of it, and excels in it, but is very inferior to 
cither of them. 

Let me here *' pray in aid* ' a paflage in Dr. John- 
fon, which Edmond has not hlmfelf furpafled, 

* E though 
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though he has gratefully adopted it^ and made it 
immortal^ as a par( oif bis note^ but infcribed 
with Johnfon's name. 

" Bcatrice.J—H^;^ A^/ 

Margaret.]— For a horfe ? a haivk ? or hufband ? 

Beatrice] — For the letter which begins them all> dn // ." 

Mr. Editor Malone properly fuppofes •» bey ho 
** to be a word of longing ; and produces a book, 
^ entitled. Heigh ho for a Hujband! or The 
*' willing Maid's wants made known." 

The anfwer of Margaret evinces, that fhc un- 
derftood it as a wifh for fomething unpoffeflcd, 
by afking her if it is for a hawk, a horfe, or a 
huiband. 

But Johnfon makes thr&e fagacious remarks, 
the fame Jdhnfon whom EdmomJ prefers (when* 
ever he does not grapple with him) to all the 
commentators ! 

1. tt is a'poor jeft. 

2. It is obfcure. 

3. It is not worth elucidation. 
But thefe are no reafons why he ihould not 

elucidate. — ^With an air of mathematical, ctr- 
uinty, he explains the palTage by a folution, 
which, if any man, woman, or child, can read, 
with a command of the mufcks, which dillin-*. 
guifli the human creature, they ou^t imme- 
diately, fans autre forme de proces^ to be made 
Sergeants at Law. 

*' For an Hi that is, for an ache or pain !" 

{Jobn/on. 
<* Such tricks hath ftrong imagination. 
That it itfelf is high fantaftical." 

I. Here 
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!• Here ache is made a rhimc to //, which 
is new, and worthy of Edmond's *' ear^** pro- 
nounced like •' airJ* 

2. She is longing, (by her own account,) — for 
pain ! 

3. In all her dialogue (he does not even coun- 
terfeit pain, though Benedick does when he is 
angry with Claudio. She fays that flie itjick. 

4. *' Heigh ho** is not an interpretation of 
pain ; it is an expreflion of flight languor and 
uneafinefs. 

5* ^^ Ache,** the word here fuppofed, is, in this 
identical play, fpclt ach, where Benedick pre- 
tends to have the tooth ach. 

But where is dche^ fpell it as you will, pro- 
nounced Hf 

Anfwer : " In the terra incognita oimy rhithm/* 

^E. Malone. 

Johnfbn truly derives it from olx^u which, of 
courfe, gives it the found that rhimes to make^ 
take, &c. 

But he fuppofes, by a figure, called Invention, 
that we mud read it as a dilTyllable at leaft in 
Sbakefpeare (for fo he writes the name). 

Fill all [thy bones | with J |r^^i make} thee roar.l 

And in the following line, which he alfo at- 
tributes to the fame poet — 

old a\che$ throb | — your hoi J low tooth | will rage. 

Aifuming, firft, that a rhithm of perfed mea- 
fure was left in the manufcript of his poet. 

E 2 And 
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And fccondly, that if it was, not a fyllable of 
it had been fpilt — though my accurate friend, 
Mr. Smeeton, affurcs me, that nothing is more 
common than for fyllables and words to be loft 
amongft the dancing types. 

In the cafe before us Mr. Smeeton coincides 
with me, that a ipinute omiflion muft here be fup- 
plied ; fo minute, and fo obvious, that if Johnfon 
had not been an editor profejfed, he would have 
picked up the omitted words. 

In the firft line the word and. 

In the fecond line the word willzTt omitted. 

Reinftate them, and the genuine found of 
acbe^ as if written ake, is prefer ved. 

That it was not Shakfpeare's habitual whim 
to make two fyllables of ache, we can prove by 
the following line— 

** Charm ache with pain, and agony with words." 

Nor does it follow that if it was ever ufcd as 
a dilTyllable in its plural for the fake of the 
meafure, it was therefore pronounced as a rhime 
to laches the law word. 

*' Lacbejis is pronounced lakefis upon the fame! 

principle of reference to its Greek root.'* \PorJ(m. 

It happens too, not a little whimfically, that 

in the older edition of other plays in which the 

. word is introduced, it is written «' ake,** which 

muft therefore be deemed Shakfpeare's mode 

of writing and fpelling it. Johnfon gives three 

inftanccs of it. \Geo. Chalmers. 

[See JohnH Did. in v. ake /] 

§3^ Edmond, 
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Edmonds \vith elegant and playful can* 
dour^ accufes the poet of an arch intention to 
make his future commentators ridiculous! 

For in a note upon Anib. and Cleop. after 
throwing light on a fuppofed obfcurity^ he fays^ 
that 3hakfpeare probably defigned the confufion ;— 
which his critics endeavour to di/entangleU 

Example XLVIIL 

Edmond is a filk mercer, and fuppofesthat 
Shakfpeare was of the fame trade. 

Page 329, vol. 10. 

h& faded ghj$ no rubbing will refrejb. 

An ancient manufcript having read— 

No rubbing will excite* 

Mr. Editor Steevens writes as follows— 
1:3- " Read the firft line how you will, it is 
founded upon a falfe poiition — every one knows 
that the glofs or polilh on all works of art may 
be refiored^ and that rubbing is the means of 
reftoring it. 
Enter Edmond tbefilk mercer. 

■ ** talos a verticc pulcher ad imbs/^ 

«* Shakfpeare, I believe^ alludes Xjq faded filJc^ 
of which the colour^ when once faded^ Cannot 
be reftored but by z/econd dying. 

^^ As if glofs and colour were the fame ! — 
which, I believcj no mercer but himfelf has 
difcovered. 

P3 The 
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The ghjs to which the poet alluded^ was 
beauty^ which he calls 

<< The (hining glofs that Cideth foddenly.** 

which> I apprehend^ (who am only a woollen 
mercer) applies to its brilliancy ^ not its colour i-^ 
for the colour may remain when its glo/s is faded. 

Example XLIX. 

** All the world*s my way.'* 

[Shai/feare. 

Perhaps Milton had this in his mind when 
he wrote — 

^* The world was all before him— where to chufe 
" His place of reji /*' [Malom. 

<* Very like a whale.*^ [PqIohius. 

Example L. 

. ** And from your y^rfv^vM/r pour your ^fvr/x«'* 
\Hermoine in the Wint. Tale. 

The expreilion feems to have been taken from 
i}citjacred writings^^^ 

*^ And I heard a great voice out of the temple, 
** faying to the angel, go your ways, and 
« pour out the viaU of the wrath of God 
•* upon the earth." Rev. xvi. i. 

\Mahn$. 

Example 
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EXAMPLB LL 

The far-fetched fent home again I 

-•• — ^w He IS come to cope 
The purpie tefiamei^t of bleeding war. 

♦* I onee^"^* quoth Edmonds (he does not fay 
whether before or after dinner^ and if the latter, 
with whom he dined) " thought Shakfpeare 
might have had the /acred book^ which is fre- 
quently covered with purple leather^ in his 
thoughts. But the following note renders fuch 
a fiippolition extremely doubifuU* 

The note makes " purple*^ apply itftlf to the 
future efFufion of blood, and the w.ar, a tejla-m 
menti in a legal fenfe, to be opened by the fol- 
diers who are its legatges !! 

But if this note, which Edmond prefers to 
his own, had been abfolutely defperate, would 
it leave Edmond's purple cover tf the Bible, a 
matter of the field ? 

Enire nous — Edmond is a little too fond of 
his own children at the very moment that he 
affedts to difown them, and throw them upon 
the parilh. 

Example LIL 

Your hpnor"^ in all duty. 

This was formerly the ufual mode of addrefs 

to noblemen. He then quotes a ftngle inftance 

E4 Of 
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of it from Birch's collcdlion* But in this very 
dedication^ to xht Earl of Southampton, '^ your 
Lord/bip" is produced, though ^^ your bonor^* ac- 
con)panies it ; and in the following dedication^ 
to the fame perfon^ ^^ your honor'* is totally 
omitted. Edmond would have made an excel- 
lent lawyer, as the Sergeant often exclaims; — 
he tells what makes^r him^ and fupprelTes what 
makes againji him, with mallerly addrefs. 

We find in page 562, vol. lo. that at leaft 
after the reftoration^ ^^ your honor"* was become 
obfolete, but it has been difcovered that in a 
letter of that aera, it was addrefTed, (perhaps,) 
to an eldeji fon of a peer, on principles of he- 
raldry, which are not explained, but which are 
at Icaft new to me. 

It happens, however, that we are told by the 
alter et idem, that a perjon of honor at the very 
fame period, meant a perfon who had claims 
to an ancient barony% 

[See EJfence, page 31, 2d cd.] 

In truth, ^^your honor*' wa& not the ufual addrefs 
to a nobleman in Shakfpeare's time. Letters of 
that age, are numberlefs^ and I appeal to them* 

Example LIIL 

— —•—** Heav'ns iojhine, 
** That they may fairly note this aft of mine.** 

[Olivia in Tw. Night. 

Alluding^ 
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Alluding^ PERHAPS^ to a fuperftitious fuppo- 
&tion, the memory of which is ftill prefcrvcd in 
a proverbial faying — '* Happy is the bride upon 
** whom the fun Jbines ! and blelTed the corps 
" upon which the rain falls !*' 

\Malone. 

I cannot make a parting bow to this Canon 
with 9 better grace than by the two following 
lines in that fanciful poet^ whofe dreams Ed- 
mond has reinfpiredj and^ perhaps^ improved: 

** He apprehends a world of figures here, 
^< But not the form of that he doth intend." 

[Shakfpear. 



CANON. 
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CANON n. 



The Superfluous, or the Time-'killen 



Example L 

«* Are therf no ftones in heaven 

" But what ferve for the thunder?** Othello, 

Maloncj the expoJItorS] — ** Has not heaven 
•* one fupemumerary bolt to hurl direcftly at the 
*' head of this atrocious villain ? Mud all the 
•* (lores of its arfenal be employed for common 
«* and ordinary thunder, which, though fome-^ 
« times deftrudive, is, in the ufual courfe of 
•' nature, not f^ecifically pointed at one par-- 
« ticularobjed?** 

Example IL 

<• Thou haft not half the power to do me harm 
** as I have to be hurt." 

[Imogen in Cymbeline. 

*^ I have, in this cafe, power to endure more 
^' than you have power to inflidl." Malone. 

^ '< You fpeak like a moft ancient and quiet 
!* watchman.'* [^Dogberry. 

EXAMPLB 
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Example III. 

— — _ « Oh devil! devil! 

If that the earth could teem with woman's Uartp 

Each drop Ihe falls would prove a crocodile.** 

[pthoUa. 

MaloneJy^'^* Shakfpeare alludes to the fabu- 
lous account of crocodiles'*— -'(^' Upon my word 
you're in the right.'* M. F.) ** Each tear^** — fays 
Othello, — *• that falls from the deceitful Defde- 
mona, would generate a crocodile, the moft de- 
ceitful of all animals^ and whofe tears are pro» 
verbially falfer [E. M. 

It is a corredt remark, though a little equivocal 
in the exprefHon. They are not falfe tears, or, 
in other words, no tears at all ; — hia% falfe, in the 
charadter of tendernefs, which they denote and 
affume^ \M. F. prompted by a famous aSreJs^ 

Example IV, 

** Harm not yourfelf with your vexation ; I 
Am fenfelefs of your wealth— ^ touch mon rare. 
Subdues all pangs, all fears/* 

[^Imogen in Cymicline. 

Malone's parapbr^e.J-^^^ A more uncom* 
mon,—- ^ finer feeling.** 

'* Thank you Edmond !— in my daughter's 
name/* [M. F. 

Example 
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Example V. 

|p3» a Malonian parcnthefis. 

By the way. — I muft here put Edmond into 
good and bad company at once, for I fufpe£l 
that he did not love Steevens ; — but that he wor- 
ihipped Johnfon, (who was that Stecven*s 
coadjutor,) we have a thoufand proofs. He 
has however matriculated both of them (to ufe 
an academical phrafe) in adopting and embracing 
two fuch notes as, perhaps, dignity and genius 
united never atchieved. 

** lUc fmiftrorsfim hie dextrorsum abit." 

Which is to the right or which is to the left of 
common fenfe, I recommend (upon motives of 
delicacy) to a ballot. 

<* And with mine eyes Fll drink the words you fend, 
TM ink be made olgall.V 

[^Pqfihumus in Cymbeline. 

|C3- ** SHakfpeare, even in this poor conceit, 
*• has confounded the vegetable galls ufed in 
" ink^ with the animal gall, fuppofed (and I 
'* believe known) to be bitter.*' \Johnfon. 

I dare not fliow Steevens's note which fol- 
lows (and follows in Malone's edition) to the 
Sergeant, for fince the fit of laughter which I 
innocently excited in the mufcular fyftem of, 
his *^ grave c^ndfad^* countenance, I cannot an- 
fwer for the confequences of this note. 

Inftead 
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Inflead of detedting the ingenious error which 
the note of Johnfon imports^ he argues^ with 
equal fublimity of ignorance^ upon the nature of 
galls in ink ; and like a ^*/ad Coun/ellor of the King^'* 
(as grave and political advifers to His Majefty^ 
were called in early days) he reafons thus^ but 
forgets that Momus ought fometimes to be feared^ 
or that he will be revenged : 

*' The poet might mean either the vegetable 
or the animal galls, with equal propriety ; — as the 
vegetable gall is bitter i and Ibave Jeen an an- 
cient receipt for making ink, beginnings *' take 
" of the blacky juice of the gall of oxen two 
*' ounces !** &c. [Steevens. 

If my death-warrant had accompanied the 
firft arrival of thefe notes^ I (hould have laughed. 

The word " though*^ in the original is quite 
forgot, or contemptuoufly mifinterpreted. Whe- 
ther it is a vegetable or animal gall that forms 
ink in general, makes no difference to Pojihumus. 
The conceit, if any, (which I do not admit,) 
is upon the word, and the poet, may, as well have 
punned upon the equivoque of the term, as upon 
the bitternefs of the tafte, imputed here (by 
Mr. Steevens, chemifl as well as editor) to the 
compofition of the ink. 

But the (Malonian) proofs adminiftered by his 
brother-chemift, are jexcellent: i, '* Galls of 
oxen have been found in an ancient receipt for 
ink.'» 

From which, I fuppofe, it is to be inferred, 
(or it is nothing to the purpofe) that vegetable 
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gall either is, or was, or can be, ufed, in form* 
ing Imogen's ink : — to which inference there is 
only one (flight) objedion, which is, that it is 
completely refuted by the fad. 

2. ** Vegetable gall is bitter.** 

Which it is not — I have fome upon my table ; 
and thofe that have done me the honor to be my 
tafters, are confident in repelling this charge as 
a libel upon the ingredient. 

jfpropos.-^The fame Dr. Johnfon in his dic- 
tionary, has adduced this very paflage in Cym- 
beline, for one of the inftances (which it cer- 
tainly affords) of gall, as a tiling of a bitter 
tafle ; — i. e. as if Poflhumus^had faid, " though 
your ink were as bitter as gall.'* 

In another pafTage, and figuratively, as here, 
Shakfpeare fays, " let there be gall enough in 
your ink/* 

Johnfon too diflinguifhes the vegetable gall^ 
and proves that it is not bitter — from the me- 
dical writers who defcribe the " acerbity of the 
tafte,** which acerbity is a harlh acid, very 
unlike bitternefs. 

Willing to believe that Mr. Editor Steevens 
(who in petticoats would have made an ex- 
cellent Goddefs of Truth at the Gallic fite, if the 
^' Goddefs of Reafon" could have been //»- 
proved) had really feen this ancient receipt for 
the gall of an ox as ufed for ink, — I am happy 
to account for it, without fuppofing the ab- 
furdity imputed by him, and by Mr. Editor 

Malone, 
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Malonc, (his adopted father^ quoad hoc J to their 
friend Shakfpeare. 

•' For ink, fuch as that which (alone) Poft- 
humus contemplates, viz. the ink of Imogen's 
letter, the animal gall was never ufed in this 
world. (We cannot anfwer for the moon.) It 
would not only be of no ule, but it would coun«» 
terad the efFeft of all the other ingredients. 

*^ But for printer's ink, it would be of ufe, 
and for the fame reafon that it would be hurtful 
to the ink that is to write : Aftringent qualities 
are effential to the latter ; but in printer's ink, a 
faponaceous cfFed: is required, which the animal 
galls, being alkaline, produce ; — they are ufed in 
the nature of detergents, c^e objed being to 
render the utenfils clean, with more feciliry, 
whilft other ingredients, which are mucilaginous, 
give cdnfiftcncc and cohcfion. 

** Tht part of the vegetable gall, on which the 
formation of Imogen's ink depends, is in a pe« 
culiar acid, found only in the vegetable gall 
*-it is known by the name of the gallic acid. 

** The vegetable gall is not bitter in the leaft, 
and rather auftere than even acerb (to ufe John- 
fon*s word) ; in other words, it is more harfli and 
rough than four. 

*' The animal gall is intenfely bitter:* 

[Report of a committee at Stationers and 
Apothecaries* HalK 

But how flioukt men of their vivacity have the 
dullntfs . to be medicaUy or chemically accu^ 

ratc^ 
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rttej Vfh6n they affutne^ (but playfully) fuch in^ 
ferior branches of fcience ? To alTume them^ and 
prove their ignorance by the fa<Sl which they defy> 
is bold and fpirited^ which is more than can be 
£iid of truth. It is a cold and fneaking merit. 

By the way> — gall of carp gives clearnefs %nd 
firength to the light. [Chambers in v. galli 
which induces me to recommend it for an £di-> 
tor's glancing eye^ when he contemplates an 
omitted or fuperfluous e. 

The gall of a bullock (which Mr. Editor 
Steevens obferved, as he reports^ in a receipt for 
inkj is reputed^ an alexi-optbalmic, and I wiflt 
that be had ufed it for his (intelleAual) optics 
before he had made it an ingredient of Imogen's 
letter to her hulband. 

See Chambers again* 

Gall of a roe^buck, or of a bare, deterges and 
carries off fpecks^ clouds^ and catara&s of the 
eye. Ibid^ 

Medical accuracy is not^ I thinks Edmond's 
fort. That a bot liver makes a pimpled face^ 
cannot be implicitly received ; and I muft beg 
leave to withhold my allent from another of his 
doArineSj viz. '^ that mortification is attended 
with no pain.'* A learned apothecary^ who at- 
tends me, fays, it is, by no means, true; the 
mortified part feels no pain, but that ftate i& 
frequently the companion as well as confequence^ 
of inflammation, of irritabilityj^ and of pain ex- 
trcme^— elfewhere. In fpme difordcrs^ pain fub- 

fides 
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fides Vfhok the mortification has taken place. 
But in nuuiy other cales^ the irritability and 
pain of the furrounding parts continue/* 

Apropos of the animal gall. We are tdd ** that 
laughter is of uie to force it out of the gall blad* 
der into the duodenum ;" and I have feeUi but 
ferget wherCj the anatomical folution. 

I only recoiled *' that our intereofid and ab* 
dominal mufcles are ihaken for the purpofe s"-^ 
and though I am not an advocate for laughter in 
generalj I muft add^ that ever iince the fit which 
endangeijed the Sergeant's life^ he has been 
more good humoured and playful than.hewaf 
before the accidents 

Example VI. 

^* Look on my wrongs widi an indifferent eye."* 
^ Indifferenr-^'' ImpariiaV 
H3- "Every Jury*.man (lays Sir Edward Coke) 
ought to be impartial and indifferent I [Mahne. 
Hamlefs father approves of this interpreta- 
tiouj and begs leave to add another inftance ex- 
tracted from another play of the lame dranlatift : 
^' I am a poor woman^ and a ftranger^ 
Bom out of your dominions^ having here 
Ho Judge indifferent.'' Hen. VIIL 

. The lame King of Denmark whifpers tp mc, 
that it is a familiar fenfe of the ternij and tha( 
lie is ^ little furprizedat Edmond'ii appeal tp 
bim. 

• F flxAMpw 
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'* Thy ton is baniihed upon good advice.** 

Ric. 11. 

*' Upon great conftderaiion.** [Edmond. 

'* Even I agree to this. '* IPyrrho. 

Example VIII. 

In the fonnets^ pag. 225^ vol. io« we have 
this line> fonn. 37 : 

So I made lame by fortune's deareft fpite. 

And in fonn. 89 : 

Speak of my lamentfs and I ftrait will halt* 

Edmond vindicates^ and with all due gravity^ 
^ the poet againft the hypothefi^^ thgt Shakfpeare 
was lame. He faysj the expreflion is in the firft 
inftance figurative; and I^ who have been all 
my life in the habit of thinking four was not 
three (till Edmond (hook my faith) implicitly 
adopt that wife opinion* 

In the 89th fonnet^ as Edmond irrefiftibly 
argues^ the poet fpeaks of an unmerited impu- 
tation. Befides, (as he archly and yet logically 
obfcrves,) if lame habitually, how could he halt 
eccafionally f \Euclid and Locke. 

EXAMPlE 
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Or die apropos de hotus negatives ^ 

*• Her Majefty (Henrietta) preferred Shakrpeare's 
houfc to the college/' [Tbioiald. 

Malone.l "She took no refuge there ;*' but en- 
tered Stratford in triumph. 

*' By the way, the following was the origin of 
that College/*— which Her Majefty did not vijit. 

^ Then he gives the hiftory of the College, 
vol. I. pag. ii6« and I thank him for it. 

[Min Felix. 
j|c^ I am here moft happy to remind the 
reader^ that Mr. Bofwell has promifed us an 
account of all the houfes which DoAor Johnfon 
ever inhabited^ in a feparate work. To be furc 
Mr. Bofwell is dead i but as Edmond has been 
his Editor fince his deaths one may hope that he 
has found this work in manufcript; we (hall 
then^ I have no doubt^ have the minuted hiftor/ 
of the two contiguous houfes at le^ftj as being 
thofe which Dr. Johnfon did not inhabit^ efpe- 
cially if the Dr. was near inhabiting either of 
them 5 for Mr. Bofwell tells us, *' a Mr. Lee was 
proud of the fad, not that he bad^ (for he bad 
not) but that he was near having Dr. Johnfon 
at fchool under him.*' 
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EXAMp{.B X. 

•^ And flic will fing the fong that pleareth thee. 
And on your eye-lids crown the god of fleep^ 
Making fuch difF'rence between fleep and wakejp 
As is the di^'rence between day and night." 

I. Hen. IV. 3^1, 

Edpnqn^ fw^etly paraphrafeA thefc lines, and 
makes thcnti in his profe more poetical^ but not more 
clear than he found them. This, I fuppofe, is 
what Mr. Courtenay mean$ when he fays of him 
in the motto that he has given to me ; 

*< Rejin'd^ though char:* 

" She will lull you by her fong, into foft 
tranquillity, in which you fhall be fo near fleep 
as to be free from perturbation^ and fo much 
^wake as to b^ fenQble of pleafure. (How ele- 
gantly voluptuous!) A (late partaking of 
ileep ^nd wakefulnefs, as the twilight of night 
and of day/* 



IDS'* Another parenthefi^ of the f' ^r«^i,v 
but ad hominem* 

Perhaps charadlcr was never io exemplified* 
He \% "flipping the Ireland^ianos with ^/V 
" three-man's beetle." He cites with gfeat pro? 
priety, the ancient orthographies, and amongft 
them a paffage out of Sir John Forte/cue* s Jus 

Regale^ 
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Regale^ which happens to dcfcribe the fcrvilc 
condition of the French in thofe days^ and alfo 
to painty in difgufting colour8> the tyranny 
which then was exercifed over them. 

Edmond writes a long note merely political^ 
but in which there is a fentiment that no man 
but a polemic in the controverfy of an aufo^ 
graph, (fuch as Edmond and myfelfj could have 
adopted^ but in which (enthufiaft for him as I 
am) I cannot implicitly follow him. 

He *' wiflies the country was blotted from the 
map of the world/* 

I wifh no fuch things and God forbid that I 
Ihould ; for my religion has taught me (except 
in criticifm) that I^ihould pray for my enemies. 

But let us not forget a topic of more im- 
portance^ viz. the fancy of this anathema in a- 
political note> produced by a difpute^ whether 
Ireland's manufcripts were genuine or forged !!! 

JEXAMPLE XL 

[— * — « 7- bullatis vt mihl nugis 
Pagina turgefcat.] 

His lobbies, fiU'd with 'tendance. 
Rain ^facrificial whiff rings in his car. 

\Timon. 

* Malone^-^^^ Whijperings attended with 
fuch refpeA and veneration as accompany 7<^. 
crifices to the gods. 

F3 The 
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The fingle word incen/e^ which is often afed 
for adulation^ gives the ide^ and with no cir- 
cuitous expreflion ; — in which refpeft the Ma^ 
Ionian comment is preferable. ^Min. Felix. 

EltAMPU XIL 

** In this ril be impartial: be you judge 

Of your own caufe ! *' [Ateaf. fir Af./ 

^'In the language of our author^s time^ m was 
frequently ufed as an augmentative or intenfive 
particle. " [Malone. 

I am fo pleafed with Edmond for this Archie 
median difcovery^ that it would hurt me to de- 
rogate from its weight. I therefore only beg 
leave to put it into the Canon of amiable fuper-- 
fiuities, becaufe^ in the paflage itfelf^ there it 
no colour for the inference that any fuch thing 
is meant. 

" ril be impartial,** fays the Duke, i. c. Til take 
no part in it, but fit by and hear — you (hall be 
judge, though it is your own caufe. It never 
could be fuppofed that when the Duke is pre- 
tending indignation againit the accufer, he means 
to degrade the juftice of that compliment and 
good opinion, by telling him that he will be 
partial in his favor. 

As to the intenfive particles I wifll them well, 
iri a feparare work of ftx neat little duodecimos^ 
to which I will mofl happily^ and proudly con-; 
tribute. - \Min. Felix. 

ExAMPLILt 
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EXAMPXS XIIL 

When my ihfifpofHidn put you hkck. 

And that unaptnifs made your minifter. Tlmon^ 

Malone.'] *' The conftniftion is, " 

*' And made that unaptnejs ymr mintfter** 

[Ghoft ofDenmarl. 

One of my fons, who is only fcvcn years old, 
has a turn for fatffe and ridicule, which I endea« 
vour in vain to reprefs. 

*' That air-drawn dagger by which thoufands bleed.'* 

But he is often more than a match for me by 
ills romps and playfulnefs, which difarm aU 
ferious anger. " tray/' faicJ he, *' tell me, if 
** I was to fay, four is two multiplied by two ?" 
would this gentleman explain it ? and would he 
fa^, that is, *' two and two make four?** 

Example XIV# 

— — — _ »Tis all engaged. 
And what remains wiH hafdly flop the taouth 
Of prcferit du6s— the futtffe cohies apace. 
What (hall defend the interim? and at lengthy 
How goes our reckoning? Timon* 

[MaloneJ^ " How will you be able to fubfift 
in the time incerveniiig between the payment of 
the prefent demands which your whole fubftancc 
wilf hardly fatisfy, and the claim of future dues, 
for which you have no fund whatfoever? and 

F 4 finally; 
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finally^ on the fectlement of all accounts in what 
plight will you be ?*' 

A very accurate and ileward-Iike paraphrafe^ 
which has only dilated every thing it found com« 
preflisd» but has interpreted no obfcurity. 

This may be called an Arcadian receipt for 
an Editor and Critic. Par/on Adams would 
have been quite at home in it. 

£xAMl»LS Xy. 

^* Shakes all our buds from growing.** \Jmogen. 

^* Malone.'y-^m buds of love. 

*^ A bud without any diflindt idea^ whether of 
flower or fruity is a natural reprefentation of any 
thing * incipient or immature ; and the buds of 
flowers, if flowers are meant, grow to flowers, 
as the buds of fruits grow to fruits. [Edmond. 

*^ See the Gardener^ s DiHionary by Millar^ &cCm 

EXAMPLB XVI. 

And what poor duty cannot do. 

Noble refpe& takes it in weight not merit.. 

M. N. P. 

* Yet though my .calf is an incipient ctnu^ I ratier doubt 
whether I fhould call it tte budtfa cvnu. {Mm. Feiias^ 

(made numy by the Sergeant) 

'' And 
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^* And what duiifulnefs cries to perfyrm w$tl»«- 
6ut ability^ regardful* generofity receives it 
with complacency^ eftimating it^ not by the me-* 
rit of the performance^ but by what it might 
have been were the abilities of the performers 
equal to their zeal/' 

^'Such^ Ithink^ is the true interpretation of 
the paiTage/' [^Edmofutk, 

[And fo do I— ^my wife, and my children. M.F.J 

jCj* '' For which interpretation the reader it 
indebted partly to Dr. Johnfon, and partly to 
Mr. Steevens.'* 

This division duo^partite between the tenants 
in common of the remark aforefaid, was ho* 
noured by Uie Seigeant's note of it in Ihorr 
;band. 

Example XVIL 

[^* Dare pondus idonea fumo."] 

** To borrow yi many talents." Timon. 

Altered by fome of the Editors to fifty talents i 
the original is properly reftored by Mr. Stee* 
vens^ and es^plained as a colloquial expreilion 
for a number indefinite. 

Malone improves upon this benevolent in- 

ftrudion to the reader, produces the word 

fucb as having the fame import^ and proves it 

by an addrefs of Qu. Eliz. to one of her Par- 

t A word cwxM by Edmood for die purpoie. M. £2. 

liamcnts!! 
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liamcnw !! But he doW not prove it (if k- wanted 
proof) by si plilage from 7«/^*«'f G^r. 

'* TRefe is/^ i»7«fA that thou \tH( kill mc ftwighf.** 

No two phrafes can be more diAimilar — but 
wit combines diflimilitudes. [V. Locke. 

Example XVlII. 

fJ3* The fervants of Timon's creditors arc 
debating upon his debts to their makers. 

One of the mailers, it feems, is creditor for 
3000 crowns^ and the other for 5000. 

The fervant of the former fays, 

«• - • - It fliould feem by the fum, 
Tour mafter's confidence was above mine^ 
Elfe furely his had equalled. 

A paflage more intelligible cannot well be 
imagined. His^ means the creditor for 3000 
crowns. 

Now for a note of notes ! 

Malone^'} " The meaning may be, ^* the con- 
fidential fricndihip fubfifting between your 
matter [Lucius] and Timon, was greater than 
that fubfifting between my matter j^Varro] and 
Timon. '* Elfe furely the fum borrowed by t'imoh 
from your matter, would have beeft equal to, and 
not greater than, the fum borrowed from mime. 

^' And this equality would have been produced 
by the application to my matter, being raifed 
from 3000 crowns to 5000. 

IP^ Two 
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|J3^ " Two /urns of equal magnitude may he re^ 
duced to an equality, as well by addition to th( 
lefferfumy as hy fubtra£lion from the greater. 

'* Thus^ if A has applied to B for ten pounds, 
and to C for five : and C requejls that be may lend 
A precifely the fame fum as he fhall he fumifheA 
ivitb by B: this may be done either by A*s aug^ 
men ting his loan, and lending ten pounds , as well a$ 
B, or by BV diminifhing his loan, and like C, lend-^ 
ing him only five pounds. 

The words of Varro's fcfvaftt, may thcitfore 
ftiean, Elfe furcly the fame fums fiad been bor- 
rowed by Timon from both our niafters !!'• 

Here let us paufe \ 

** TThe meaning thus procfuced by this compli- 
cated proccfs, which utterly miftakcs* the word^ 
that form the fcntence, happens to be right ia 
kfclf, and felf-evident upon dthcr principles. 

Would any man^ (woman, or child J imagine 
It p<:>ffible that fidmond having ftatcd it, Ihouldt 
immediately difown it, as follorws : 

§3^ *^ I have preftrved this interpretation, be- 
eaufc 1 once thought it prdbable, and bccauft 
it may ftrike others as juft ! 

'* But the true interpretation is this, which 
Talfo formerly propofed, (fo that he h?i^propofed 
the felfe, as well as that which is true.) 

♦ "Tothis[paraphrafc]Ilhakethe famcobjeftion, that 1 
* have done to many ochcrs^ namely, that a meaning is cx« 
^* trailed from the words that diey in no fort warrant.'' , . 
i [Malmeupon Steevens, vol. 8, pag. J28. 
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♦* Hh may refer to mine^** 

(It certainly may and mujl.) 

He then paraphrafes i ^ordinaire this tniifVn. 

f3* He then gives a new reafon for giving 
not the teno^'j but the fubftance of this firft in« 
terpretation, though he thinks it wrong, be- 
caufe a fhallow remarker has endeavoured to 
reprefent it as unintelligible ! 

•' It may be fo he fays to bim.'* 

He then ufes language to this gentleman^ 
vhich^ though he is anonymous^ and^ perhaps^ 
non exiflingj the Sergeant advifes me to fupprefs. 

But in the end he infults over him by a moft 
playful argument; i. e. by reprefenting that 
Anonymous adopts the fecond interpretation, 
as if it had been originally his own ! 

I declare^ as I hope for mercy, that I adopted 
it alfo« and before I faw it in bim ; — not as being 
bis, but as being compelled by the words i for I 
mull beg leave here, once for all, in fupport of 
A, B, C, D, &c. who read Shakfpeare, to in- 
lift, that when I or they obferve a paflage in that 
Poet which is clear of doubt, as that 5 and 5 are 
10, — if Edmond proves it alfo, jffr;^ by a miftake of 
the words, and of the argument, iben^ by a para- 
phrafe of them, I and they are not bis followers, 
becaiife we adopt, without any thanks to bini^ 
what he does not make bis (monopolized) inter- 
pretation^ merely by expanding, into the elegant 
fuperfluities of hisparaphrafe, the obvious import 
of two or three fimple words. 

Let 
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I^t rAe give a fimilar inftance. A book is 
opened^ and a bottle is uncorked by a Malonian 
procefs in a pidure of the Rake's Progrefs^ that 
which reprefents the furgeon's room« 

If I were to afiert, upon the view of a corked. 
bottle and an unopened book, that a cork may be 
taken from the bottle» and that all the leaves may 
be opened of the bt)ok ; I afleit what the medical 
operator proves^ but I neither adopt his procelf 
lior bis conclufion as fucb^ though I perfedly 
agree with him in tht general propofition. 

£!XAMPLS XIX. 

You will fay they are Pcrfian, but let them be changed* 
[Lear to Ma4 7<?mj-^alluding to his rags« 

Malone.] •' Alluding^ perhaps^ to Clytus n^ 
fufing fbe Perjfan robes offered bitf$ by Alexander // 

[Malone. 

Example XX* 

Wheo the rain came to wet me once, and the wind 
to make me chatter; when the thunder would 
not peace at my bidding, there I found them» 
and there I fmelt them out^ . [Lean 

Malonejy^ltfeems an allufion to King CanuteH 
behaviour, when his courtiers flattered him as 
Lord of the fea! 

i^XAMPLI 
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EXAMPX^E XXI. 

Anth. and CI. t— t. 
^* When it pleafeth their deities to lakr the wife of 
n mun from hiiOf it (hows to man the taylori 
of the ?afth, comforting therein, that when 
old robf s are vo^n wt, there are material^ 
enough to make new." 

0M laments that Shakfpeare ihoyld have 
made a \pry ungallant and a very unconnubial 
refledlion ; but one is not lefs hurt at the difco- 
covery intimated by Edmond, that he forgot his 
wife in his will, and in a very aukward manner, 
add^d ^ gift of inconfiderable value, as a legacy 
to her. 

Edtnond^ however^ feems puticularly anxious 
that a widower ihould not be inconfolable, and 
one Ihould think he had read Le Veuf, that 
humorous proverbe which Le^Texier made fo cx- 
quifite by his charming talent. 

He has, therefore, put into bis profe, that of 
his author, with no advantage, difcoverable to 
(ommon eyes, but the beauty of parapbra/e, and 
the efficacy of a good blow following up another. 

--.-'' The deities have made other women 
to fupply the place of bis former wife, as the 
taylor, when one robe is worn out, fupplies hin> 
with another/' [Malone. 

By this account of the male dowager* s frailty, 
the Epbtifian matron is avenged. 

N. B. I have 
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N. B« I have feen a coiledion of epitaphs^ and 
amongfl: them Sir Albert McretorCs amiable fili- 
cide^ as a difconfolate widower. 

She firft deceafed— A^, for a little, try'd 

To live without her— lik'd it not, — ^and died. 

Upon this epitaph there is a marginal note in 
£dmond*8 hand, as follows — 

f Qu. See my note upon Ant. and Cleop. 

E.M. 

Example XXII. 

The wifeft aunt telling the faddeft tale, 
Sometimes for their footftool, miftaketh me. 

M. N. D. 

J3P* *^ Though aunt^ in many ancient books^ 
mi^ans a prqcurefS'-'^^Y believe that here it 
me?ins only ai> old woman.*' \Malone. 

Example XXIII. 

Keep yoMX fellow's c^unjel and your $wn. 

\P9gberry. 

1^ '* This is part of the oath (and fo it is) 
of a grand juryman. 

" It is one, of many, proofs of Shakfpcare hav- 
ing been very converfant in legal proceedings 
and courts of Juftice.** \_Malone. 

This oath is delivered before it is taken, and 
is in the nature of a charge as well as an oatb^^ 

It 
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ft is delivered alcud^ and with due iblemnitf^ 
by an officer of the Court. 

[Note by the Seigeant. 
So that if Shakfpeare had ever gone to the 
iiffizes at Warwick, only eight miles from Strata 
Jord^ he mud have beard it without knowing 
more of legal proce/s than his playfellows^ when 
he was a boy» or .the ^ladies^ whom he gallanted 
into Court as a young man. 

Example XXIV. 

Mo man fo potent breathes upon the earth. 

But I will beard him. i Hen. IV* 

Parapbrqfis MalonianaJ] — To beard is to oppofe 
£ice to&ce in a hoftile or daring manner. 

«• Is it indeed ?'* [Minuttola. 

As that which is already expletive and wafte, 
cannot fuffer by additional fuperfluitiesj I beg 
leave to add the follpwing inft^nces^ which are 
fo many additional tapers. to the fun. 

I beard thee to thy face. [i Hen* VI. , 

Conv^ft thou to beard me ? [Hamlet* 

We might have inet them dareful beard to beard. 

[Macbeth. 

I { e*er again I meet him beard io beard. 

[Corioknuu 

Dr.Jobnfon, and before he accepted Macphcr^ 
fon's challenge^ had fuch a tafte of the gymnaftic 

♦ ** Perbt^ hisfittire fFife amongft them" [Malone* 

definitipnsi 
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definitions^ that be takes one of thefe inftancesi 
which happens to be the example before us, a 
peg higher, for he fays, in his didlionary, that 
it means to pull bim hy the beard. 

JO* Farenthelical epifode of fuperfluity and 
refinement in honor to this wtxyfagacious critic. 

" If Percy be alive, V\\ pierce him, if he do come 
'* in my way; if he do not, if I come in his^ 
'' willingly let him make a carbonado of me»" 

IFalftaff- 

To pierce a veffel is to tap it. (Good !) Fal- 
ftaflf takes up his bottle (good!) and cries, '' if 
Percy be alive Til pierce him'* — and fo draws 
the cork. 

^^ I do not propofe this with much confi- 
dence.** . \Johnfon. 

This Malonian flight of that profound Edi- 
tor upon a very intelligible pallage, confid- 
ing of an obvious pun upon the name (with 
a reference to a military^ not a convivial^ tap) 
is adopted by Edmond, with a minuet (lep, 
and, perhaps, with a little envy half fupprefled 
at the happinefs of the conceit thus pre-occupied. 

Example XXV. 

Ric. II. 3—2. 

The vexy beadfmen learn to bend their bows 
Of double fatal yew, againft thy ftatc. 

An Editor, not Malone, but one of his aux- 
iliaries.] — " The wood is poifon, and the wood 
*• is employed for the inftruments of death." 

* G If 
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If the note had ftopt there it would have been 
to the point, corred and ufeful. 

But the pi/mire of the apropos^ bites the an- 
notator; and he adds (at the peril of his neigh- 
bour's button) a mere goffip oi the aunt (or old 
ivomanj to whom he alludes (upon her three 
footftool, marked F. S. A.) by telling us that 
twcry Engliftiman was to keep in his hdufe a 
bow, either of yew, or of fome other wood. 

§3- '^ It (hould feem (therefore) that yews were 

planted in church-yards to defend the churches 

x^ from the wind, and from their ufe in making 

^bows; while being enclofed, their poifonous 

quality did no mifchief to the cattle." 

But what fays Mr. Courtenay to the double 
ufe in the church, the ufe of defending the 
church from the wind, and the ufe of making 
bows, which, I apprehend, in this iftand at 
lead, would break in upon the defence of the 
church againjl the wind, unlefs that which is taken 
away, can alfo remain, viz. the arms and branches 
of the faid yews, or unlefs •' uno avulfo not deficit 
" alter taxeusi*' in other words, unlefs thofe 
branches are cater-coufins of Arijlo's enchanted 
cup. 

Example XXVI. 

r Hen. VI. 5—4. 

Now help me, charming fpells and periapts ! 

" Worn about the neck as prefervativcs 

againft difeafe or danger.'* Malone. 

Ill us 
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Thus far it is at leaft a very appofite, and I 
fuppofe (but it is out of my depth} a very judi- 
cious elucidation. 

" But " oh calum! oh terra! oh mariaP' 

What is coming here ? — the apropos is at hand 
— oeconomy of time, or of intelle<flj has no 
chance againft the tempter. 

** By the way— of thefe periapts, the Jirji 
" chapter of St. John's Go/pel was deemed the 
*' moft efficacious/' [Malone. 

Q3^ He has defined fuperfluous to be over^ 
cloathed in oppofition to cold, which, according 
to him, has the fenfe of naked. 

[Twelfth Night, Adl I. fc. i. 

In the lame play, ad 3, fc. 4, he feems to 
think the word pearl fignifies precious orna^ 
ment [or] fuperfluity ; fo that here we obtain 
another definition of fuperfluity x It is a jewel 
or precious ornament. For thefe definitions, if 
they mean any thing, muft^ according to the 
Canons of Burgerfdicius, be reciprocal. 

Superfluity, however, imports repletion, or, 
in the better words of Dr. Flaccus, — 

Omntfuper vacuum pleno de peSore tnanat. 

It is, therefore, a generous complaint, though, 
perhaps, cupping may now and then be of ufe. 
[Edmond*s apothecary and mine. 
Johnfon's definition is churliih and fevere. 
*' Superfluity — more than enough, 
*' Plenty — beyond ufe.'* 

O 2 X could 
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I CQuld here fuggeft an example or two of that 
fuperfluity— > 

Net'Worh^zny thing reticulated or decufTated at 
equal diftances, with interftices betweea 
the interfedioDs. 

Johnf. Dift. in v. Net-work. 

Reticulated— mzAt of net-work, with interftitial 
vacuities. 

Johnf. Dia. in v. Reticulated. 

But Mr. Courtenay^ who is a Dr. Tant^mieux, 
reminds me of the fun, to whom, as the fame 
with Apollo, I have fo often compared Edmond. 

'< He, like the fun, Ihall diffipate his ray, 
" And/bine ihc/uperfufty away." 

ExAMPtB XXVIL 

Kijps his root. imi/ey. 

Malone.^ "Dr. Warburton reads^ the word 
^^Jhoot."* Capricious alterations like thefe, I am 
fometimes obliged to quote, merely to introduce 
the notes of thofe who, while they have Ihown 
them to be unneceflary, have illujlrated our au- 
thor/* 

This you fee is the amher and pismire. 

Now for the amher^editors ! 

yobftfon.y-McTTial frofts do not kill the root : 
but then, to kill the Jboots dqcs not kill the 
rooty or make it/all. 

SteevettSjr 
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Steevens.2—Tht old reading is countenanced 
hy a paflage in Gafcoign^^ 

And frofts fo nip the roots^ ice. 

How do thefe incidental quotations and lights 
prove that it was necejfary to quote Warhurton f 

Example XXVIIL 

The truth I ftand on is my truth and honefty, if 
they ihall fail me» I, with mine enemies, 
will triumph over my perfon. 

[Cranmer in Hen. VIII. 

Cranmer^ Ifuppofe^ (quoth Edmond) means^ 
*' that whenever his honefty fails, he ihall re- 
joice as heartily as his enemies at his deftruc- 
tion. 

" I am of the fame opinion.** 

[A puny judge. 

N. B. If I were not afraid of this prude Ed- 
monds I fhould read meo pericuh — ^' I, with mine 
enemies, wijb^ triumph over my perfon." 

If I had been CI. Johnfon, or CI. Steevens, 
or Ch Tyrrwhit, it might, perhaps, be received 
by Edmond. But I am Theobald, or Cap^» 
and run away in a whole fkin. 

'^ Fallere et effugere eft triumphus." 
EXAMPLB XXIX. 

Hen. Vm.— 

** AJingUhiartr 

G Z Id- A heart 
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§::J- A heart void of duplicity or guile. 

[Cb. Juftice Malone. 
I am of the lame opinion. 

[^Mr. Juftice Felix. 
This oracle of three judges in the Courts, when 
they have nothing to fay, after the Chief has de- 
livered his and their opinion, was bantered in 
a catch, which makes them take up the Chief 
in the middle of a fentence, and fo to render 
what they utter by way of chorus, perfed non- 
ienfe. 

[From ajejl book of the Sergeapt*s. 

Example XXX. 

By the way, as in Malone the biographer i I 
meant a compliment, through him^ to his fol- 
lowers, prototypes, or competitors; even fo in 
Malone the editor^ I make a palling bow to 
rival editors. 

Mr. Editor Steevens puts the fickle into a 
Malonian field, in alienam fegetem,** when he 
fays, *' that Faljlaff humoroufly compares hiin- 
felf to the infide of a church, becaufe it confifts 
of a vacant choir i fuch an empty building be- 
ing compared by him to himfelf, who. is filled 
up with guts and midriff.** 

But Edmond, who is rather jealous of this 
reaping fl:roke \V{ bis field, refutes it, and with 
Malonian fimplicity, (for he is ^^utrufquepalma**) 
appears nqt ui^worthy of the |ionours due to Ad- 

difon*s 
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difon's immortal De Coverley, upon the fubjed of 
his judicial enquiries into Mrs. White* s aerial 
equitations. 

** It fhould be remembered, fays De Coverley 
Malone^ (and fo it Jhould) that churches arc not 
always empty — (no more they arc!) and that 
nothing fliows that FalftafF means an empty 
church.'* 

It is an opinion fire cannot melt out of me, 
that Edmond is in the right. \Min. Felix. 

JEXAMPLS XXXI. 

Tro. and Crejf. 

It is the purpofe that makes ftrong the vow. 
But vows to every purpofe muft not hold. 

Edmond.'] — " The EfTence of a lawful vow is 
—a lawful purpofe !!** 

^CJ^ I cannot better wind up this Canon than 
by Edmond's definition of circumftance, which^ 
according to bim (impregnated with Johnfonian 
aether) is the detail or circumdudton of an 
argument." \ftro. and Crejf. a£f. 3, fc. 3. 



But perhaps 

Example XXXIL will do as welU 

As Ihe is mine^ I may difpofe of hir^ which Qiall be 
either to this gentleman or to her death 

Midn M Dream. 
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ft3^ '' By a law of Solon, parents had art 
abfolutc power of life and death over their 
children. 

§3^ *' So it fuited the poet's purpofe well 
enough to fuppofe the Athenians had it ie/ore. 

§3* *' Or, PERHAPS, he neither thought nor 
knew any thing of the matter •* 

{Malone^ J^. Am Str. Eajl. 



CANON 
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CANON IIL 



The Minute, or the Minutian. 



*'« Drawn with a team of little atomies.** 

*' The purpofe is perfpicuous, ev^n as fubftance, 
** Whofe groflnefs little characters fum up.** 

Tro. a Crejf. 

" Notes (f Nothing.*' [EJtuards. 



EacAMPiB L 

yaeques.y^^* To fee no paftime I.'* 

Steevens.^ ** Amidft this general feftivity, the 
reader may be (bny to take leave of Jaques/' 
One fhould imagine this Editor was an Alderman 
upon a Lord Mayor's Day, but with more com- 
paflion for the abfentee. 

This hypothetical fenfibility which is pre- 
paring, with a contingent remainder (as the 
Seigeant unintelligibly, but, I fuppofe, wittily, 
obferves) tp affliA us^ pailes off in a topic of 
confolation, which proves that we are not forry 
at all 2 asitJ9 made clear to us« (though we 

per- 
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pcrfcAly knew it before,) that Jacques would not 
have liked the feaft. •* He has filled ( wc arc told) 
•• with fcnfibility, his part, and prcferves to the 
'* laft, that refpedl which is due to him as a 
'^ confident charader, and anamiable, though 
" fi:>litary moralift.** 

'* It may be obferved, with fcarce lefs concern^ 
(vi%. lefs than what is no concern at all) that 
Shakfpeare has, upon this occafion, forgot Old 
yfdam^ theferuant of Orlando, whofc fidelity^^«/i 
have entitled him to notice at the end of the 
piece, as well as to that happinefs which he 
fhould naturally have ihared on the return (I fup- 
pofe he means acquijition) oi fortune (I fuppofc 
he vt\^:9Si%good fortune) to his mafi:er. 

S3^ It is the more remarkable fince, at the 
end of the novel, Mn Lodge makes him '* Cap- 
tain of the King's Guard/' 

Hie firft remark upon Old Adam^^ Ate is, 
that it fecms in thefe profe-elegies over him, to 
excite more diftrefs than Jaques'a voluntary ab- 
dication of paftiipes, whi^^h it was natural for. 
him to dijlike. 

However, as I am charmed with Steevcns'%. 
good nature, which I am fure is, *^ the language 
of his heart;"* I am forry to heighten fo 
amiable 4 diftrefs, by telling his executors,. 

* Forgot his epic and Pindaric art, 
But ftill J Iqv^ ** the language of his heart," ?«F* 

that 
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that Adam's la/i words, to our knowledge;, were 
thcfc — 

** \Jcarce caufpeak^ to thank you for myfelf/* 

That affedling addrefs was in aft the fecond, 
and we are now in a<5l the fifth. 

I have therefore too much reafon to believe that 
Old Adam is dead, and that he died very foon after 
he delivered thofe words ; and the rather, as 
from the time of that epilepfy, which hunger 
and age produced, we never hear of his name. 

It mlift not, however, be inferred, that Or-* 
lando was not as deeply concerned as he Jhould 
have been, though he does not introduce the 
topic ; for the Ladies beg leave to remind the 
late Mr, Steevens, that Rofalind's admirer was 
in love* Indeed, his occupation proves it, 
for he was chiefly employed in fcribbling verfes 
upon trees, (for which lovers, I fuppofe, have 
a patent,} and I am forry to add, more witty 
than delicate— we have a little fparring match 
of fatire with Jaques ; but the reft of him, (Or* 
lando) is mere love» He talks of his love to 
Rofalind as a boy. He makes love to her in 
play, as to a girl reprefenting his Rofalind^— « 
and he makes arrangements with Rofalind her-* 
felf, as a magician for marrying that fame Ro«« 
ialind as the Duke's niece. I cannot, in thefe 
memoirs of liis lii^, fee a niche for Old Adam*$ 
figure. Th^re is indeed, a ihort and rather 
hurried converfatiqn between the two reconciled 
brothers ; but it muft be remembered, that ioib 

of 
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of them were deeply in love, though I have not 
a doubt that in atber CQnverfations between 
them at leail, and which do not appear, Orlando 
has done ample juftice to Adam's memory. 

^^ I muft here |:ouch with Edmond upon 
that inexplicable fpirit of oblivion, which, ac- 
cording to him, vifits and perfecutes the im- 
mortal Bard of Stratford. I have Aot counted 
them, but I believe there are not fewer than a hun- 
dred inftances of abfolute />ro^ as he (Edmond) 
thinks, and contends, that he forgot his own plays 
in the very ad of writing them. It is almoft as 
familiar a topic in Edmond's comments as the 
car of a copyift, or glancing eye of a compolitor. 

The very next example applies to it. 

It may be faid, this iloge of Jaques and of 
Adam, with a covered or Ihadowed cenfure of 
the Poet, are not attributable perfonally to Ed- 
mond though forming part of his notes, but 
that Mr. Steevens^ " good eafy man,** is the 
offended phiianthropift, and that F^rfv^r imputes 
to Shakfpeare his refufal to make Old Adam a 
Captain of the guard. 

But the Sergeant alTures me that Edmond has 
domiciled every note which he has adopted with 
approbation, fo as to nuike it his own. 
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Example II. 

— — — It was a handkerchief 

My fat her gave to mf mother* 

[Otbelh. 

Malone.'}^^^ But he had faid before to his 
'' wife— . 

— — — *< That handkerchief 

«* Did an Egyptian to my mother give." 

Edmond is here (for he is like Zimri> the 
epitome of all characters) very anxious to reha* 
bilitate the difpofing mind and memory of the 
Poet. He is anxious therefore to make Othello 
€onftftent\ and feel? it therefore neceflary to 
fay^ not that Othello forgot^ or Shakfpeare for 
him ; but that Othello's firft account was a lye^ 
" to alarm his wife the more ;'* and the fecond 
alone was true. Why fo ? — ^Take his own words — 

13- ^ Becaufe truth was then fufficient for 
hispurpofe." 

Thisj according to my vulgar notion of the 
moral agents, w6, all of us, are, critics included, 
appears to be a Damafcene4ike definition of 
truth, and more like an Attorney's, than a hero's 
vade-mecum. 

An embaffddour indeed, ik to lye^ as Wootton 
has told us, (who, I take^it for granted, made no 
finecureof his own receipt.) — A welUbred roan 
is to Ije^ fays, the Earl of Chefterfield, efpeciall^ 
to the ladies. But I never hoard ic was a part 
of the milit^ exercife. 

Let 
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Let us, however, examine the reafoning here, 
(for we are all of us rational as well as moT(d 
agents.) I (hould think it would have been 
mod probable that fuch a fooli/b lye would have 
been immediately deteSIed^ becaufe it appears 
from Emilia, that Othello's wife had a particular 
value for this keepfake, and that ihe had been 
charged by him to be careful of it. He would, 
therefore, in all human probability, have dated 
the faft as it really was, at the moment of pre- 
fenting the gift; and when ex concefts he had no 
interefi (upon the Malonian receipt) in the de- 
ception. The lye, therefore, and which con- 
verts his open charadler into the cold artifices 
of a Machiavel, in a paroxifm of jcaloufy, would 
have been the art of an idiot as well as the fu- 
pcrfluous torture of an executioner. 

Though I cannot, for the foul of me, think 
Shakfpeare had quite fo bad a memory as £d- 
mond afcribes to him, I fhould think it worthy 
of his talle and of his heart, but above all of 
}iis accuracy in charadler to fuppofe he bad for- 
got the Egyptian, than to impute fuch a falfe-* 
hood at fuch a moment, and as the vice of fuch 
a man. 

But the Sergeant, who has taken infinite 
pains upon the fubjed, thinks he can reconcile 
the two accounts. 

He thinks " an Egyptian gave it by the in- 
*^* tervention of Othello's father to tlie mother^ 
^' as a kind of charm to enfure her fidelity and 
*' his affcftion.** 

. . In 
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In the laft accdunt of the two, he calls it art 
** antique token.'* In both accounts^ the hand* 
kerchief is given to the mother. 

'* By the way^ though I deteft all art, (for I 
cannot fubfcribe to your friend Edmond's doc- 
trine of convenience^) I am of opinion that 
teafoning with Mathiavel, we (hould find as 
much occafton for a lye to Vindicate Othello's 
honor againft the charge of murder, as to vin- 
dicate his jealoufy in the moment of a detecflion, 
as he thought it, which made the adultery ma- 
nifeft, and the pedigree of the handkerchief a 
circumjlance merely as marking what htfelt, and 
that which is the center of union between all the 
accounts, viz. that he valued the gift, and had 
charged her to keep it with care." [Mr. Sergeant. 

It is*impoflible to withhold, in this place, an 
anecdote which is very characfteriftic of fucb 
jiotes, and is upon the very topic of this hand- 
kerchief. 

Two Frenchmen were feeing Othello, and the 
word is not lightly ufed, for what they heard 
Was of little ufe to ibem — one of them only 
having the fainteft conception of the language 
and of bis accuracy, the anecdote will not give 
the moft encouraging impreflion. 

One of them alked the other, (as knowing the 
language better,) why Othello appeared fo much 
out of humour, and fo ill-bred with his wife? 

** Oejl parce qu'il avoit. perdu Jon mouchoir'' was 
the anfwer. 

" Ab 
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•^ Ab ma foi (faid the interrogator) il avoit 
'' rat/on.'' 

Example UL 

A parentbefis backwards^ written acrofs the 
Channel. 

Malone'8 Prolegomena, or volume the firjl, 
part the jirft, in z/eparate volume. 

'^ Shakfpeare died on his birth day. 

From Du Gangers perpetual Almanack, GIoiT. 
in V. annusj making allowances for the different 
ilyle which prevailed in England, from that on 
which Du Gangers calculation was formed, 

April the twenty-third in that year was a 

Tue/dayV.V'' 

I am not a little happy to add, as a mere 
j>edijjequus, to the reporter of Du Cange, that 
Lord Burleigh, in his diary, pablilhed by Mur^^ 
den, appears to have been hurt in paring 
his nail, at Greenwich, the fixteenth of July, ^ 
fifteen hundred and iixty-four, the birth jfMr 
of Shakfpeare, and jufl fbree months, within 
a very few days, after his birth day. 

\Minutius Felix. 

Example IV. 

When you and I were at St. Alban's laft, 
Your legs did better fcrvice than your hands. 

[3. Hen. VI. 

Edmond.3 
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EdmoHd.^^-An allufion to the old proverb. 
" One pair ofheel3 is better than two p^ir of hands/' 

Example V. 

Oh boy! thy father gave thee life too/oon. 
And hath bereft thee of thy life too late^ 

[3. Hen. VI. 

It is impoflible^ as I am told by the Sergeant 
at Law, who is ^^ wary and wife ^** to interpret 
this paflage literaUy without making it^ what is 
never current in his Court; in other words^ 
mere and pcrfeft nonfenfe* For whatever (fays 
the coif) may be the import of the firjl line, the 
Jecond, if taken literally, aflumes that if the 
father had killed the foQ at any earlier period^ 
no harm would have been done. 

The Poet^ quaint as he is^ evidently means 
that he (hould have killed him before his birth^ 
ib as to have made him a deadj or dill-born, 
child ; or that he (hould not have generated him 
till after the battle. 

But Edmond, an over-match for all fuch 
difficulties, (and who is playful as a dolphin 
amongft the billows in a tempeft) with unex- 
ampled addrefs, gets rid of the frjl verfe, and 
is mute upon thcfecond. He fays, " thtfirjl line 
imports that he, the fon, was born too foon, 
becaufe if he had been born later he would not 
have been of age to fight. 

♦H 8:^ The 
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83K The Sergeant, upon this topic, was more 
playful than he generally is, and very amufing, 
for he does not want humour, though at my 
cxpencc. 

** My dear Felix^ quoth he, your fuppofition, 
that a father fpeaking to his own fon, d»d be« 
fore him, (and confequently born before his 
death,) Ihould mean to fay that he wiftied he 
had generated that very fon after the battle, or 
had killed him before be was bom^ reminds mc 
of two (lories which are equals but not fuperior, 
to the perfpicuous arrangement of thefe two 
fagacious problems in your head. 

^' An Irilh gentleman, whom I knew and re- 
fpedled (for his genius and powers of reafoning,} 
met, one day, an old woman who deiired his 
honor would bellow fomething upon her, who had 
Qurfed him. ^* Oh, you devil, faid he, it is well 
you are not upon a river's bank, elfe you would 
not be there, but in the river. I hate the £gbt 
of you, for you changed me when I was a child, 
and I (hall never be myfetf again.'* 

Anecdote the fccond* 

A Sergeant, who afterwards became a Judge^ 
was in tears upon the circuit, when Mifs Blandy 
was under fentence of death for parricide. 

" Surely, faid one of his friends, this woman is 
no objed: of your compaiTion j — ^(he has no claim 
to your tears.** 

No, faid he, (weeping and fobbing the more,) 
it was not upon her account. It was only to 
think what my dear Mr. Blandy would have 

faid 
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faid if he had lived to fee this day ;"-— in other 
words, to fee bis daughter executed for murder-- 
ing bim. ' 

9 
EXAMPLB VI. 

TimOH (when out of bis mind) fays to thieves, 
'' truft not the phyfician ! his antidotes are poi- 
^' Ion, and be flays more thanj^(?« n?^." 

Malofie.y^"' Our Author's favorite daughter, 
who married a pbyflcian^-^tbree years I believe 
before this play was written, could not have 
been much pleafed by this paffage.'* 

What muft the Malone of that age have thought 
of another paflage ? 

" The learned pate ducks to the golden fooL'^ 

I anfwer my own queftion thus : 

He would have laughed as heartily as Mrs^ 
Hall, and her bedfellow too would have laughed 
at this playful ridicule upon Dr. Hall*^ profeffion. 

Indeed I can as little think Moliere's Phyfician 
was at all offended with bim for his ridicule 
upon him, when Louis XlV. faw them together, 
and aiked the Poet what the Phyfician did for 
him. 

•* Nous raifonnons enfemhle, (anfwered Moliere) 
// en ordonne les remides je ne les fais pas, et je 
gueris. 

That playful Satyrift has defined a Phyfician, 

un bomme qui l*on paye peur conter des fariboles 

H 2 dans 
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dans la cbambre d*un malade jufqu'a^ce que la 
nature, lait guM on que les remedes Vayent tuL** 

Yet I cannot help thinking, but I am not fo 
iciitable as Edmonds ivho is in that point (as 
well as infancy upon hiftorical JuhjeSls) more of a 
Foet, that if I had been a Phyjician, the Son^in- 
law of Moliere, I Ihould have been more pleafcd 
than hurtj by this ridicqle upon the medical 
tribe. [Min. Felixi 

Example VII. 

« Cafar! *us\ii%frhoolmafter:' 

[Ant. and Cko.. 

Malone.l — ** Eupbronius was his name. 

'^ He was fchoolmafter to Anthony s children by 
Cleopatra.** 

N* B. I am told this fadt is proved by a record 
imported from Egypt, by one. of Bonaparte t 
antiquarian miflionaries. 

Example VIII. 

['* Levium fpcftacula rerum/'J 

** A lion among ladies is a mod dreadful thing/' 

{^Midf. N. Dream. 

Malone.^ — " Prince Henry was chriftcncd in 
Scotland. When the King and Queen were at 
dinner^ a triumphal chariot^ the frame of which^ 
,we are told, was ten feet long and feven bnad, 

with 
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with allegorical perfonagesj was drawn in by a 

^* This chariot Jhould have been drawn by a 
lyon. But becaufe his prefence might have 
brought fomc fear to the neareft^ (whether gen- 
tlemen or ladiesj or that the torches might 
have commoved him, it was thought mcete 
that the Moore ftiould fupply that roome!!" 

\^Some account, &c. 

This, he calls^ '* an odd coincidence /" 

Example IX^ 

Now the hungry lyon roars* 

M. N. Dream. 

Edmond adopts and approves the anonymous 
remarker, who lays, '* that Shakfpeare would 
never have made this lyon roar, which (as he 
wittily obfervesj " can be heard no nearer than 
the de/arts of Africa** if he had not read in the 
104th Pfalm, '^ the lyons roaring after their prey^ 
&c." 

IfjJ- 1 beg pardon for giving this example to 
the Minutian canon alone, as it applies, with equal 
(if not fuperior) force, to x}\t far-fetched^ 

Example X. 

" i/^ has m children:* 

[Macduff, 

A mod important queftion arifes here, viz, 
*^ who is meant by he** — which appears tome 

H 3 no 
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no qucftion at alh Macduff muft of courfe im- 
pute this murder to Macbeth^ as it is proved 
that he does, for he (ays very foon — 

*' Bring then ihh fiend of Scotland^'' &c 

But the beauty of the Malonian polemics, (in 
which thofe doughty editors and critics, Meffrs. 
John/on and Steevens, are engaged) is more 
complicated, and refined. John/on affirms that 
Macbeth bad children.— «S'/^^t;^w denies that he 
had any ; and Edmond parts the combatants. 
Inter * Pelidem feftinat fjT inter Atriden. 

He offers this (Nejiorian) remark, which I dare 
fay at once, reconciled them, ^' Macbeth bad a 
'^ fon then living, named Jbtlab:** for which 
he quotes Fordun^ and then fays, ^* that whether 
Shakfpeare was apprized of it cannot he ajcer^ 
tained — but that we cannot prove he was not 
acquainted with it." 

[See the Pbilo/opbical and Syllogiftical Pre^ 
late'% Argument upon the Regency in 
the firll part of this volume. 

Example XI. 

When roafted crabs hifs in the bvu)L 
MaIone*sfirJi note — 

^ " Crabs an fwcit apples.** 

* I have been often fuq)rized that a moment's unim could 
have fubfided between two fuch men. Perhaps Johnfim could 
explain it as he explains the partial and qualified intimacy of 
Addifm with a certain Lord Lieutenant of Ireland^ 

Second 
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Second fif^tt^ in Appendix^ vol. lo. 

*^ The bowl tnujl be fuppofcd to be filled with 
ale^ a toaji and fome Jpice^ and feme fugar 
being added, what is called lambs-^wool, is pro- 
duced. 

" So, in King Hen. V. (notour Author's play.) 

Yet wc will have in ftorc a crab in the fire, 
With ttut'brofjun alt that is full ftalc! 

\Malone. 

Example XIL 

King. — ** Is the Queen delivered ? 
Say " ay, and of a boy.'* 

— — • — *' Ay, ay, my liege! 
And of a lovely boy^ The Qod of Heaven, 
Both now and ever blefs her!— ^'tis a girl 
Promifes boys hereafter." 

Johnfon.'\ 

JobnfonJ\ — It is doubtful whether her n re- ' 
ferred to the §lueen or to the girl. 

Malone.\ — As I believe this play was calcu- 
lated for the ear rf Elizabeth, I imagine that it 
refers to the girl. 

Minutius Felix.'] — I think tt is either^ and 
jllft as anjy reader Jhall think fit. 

*• Which is the King of France ? — Which is the 

King of France ?" I faid eagerly when I was a 

boy, at a (how glafs ; and the Cicerone, without 

H 4 altering 
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altering his tone, anfwered, '^ which you pleafe! 
which you pleafe ! 

It is my comment upon " ber^** 

M. F. 

By the way, it feems oddly calculated for 
^,een Elizaietb^s ear to commend her when 
juft bom (in this play) as promiiing boys here^ 
after, when (he had infaSl fo long piqued herfelf 
upon being a maid, and was, though a Fairy-^ 
^een, {omcwhatjlricken in years. In (hort, it is 
a conceit that (as I have feen it flippantly ex- 
preflcd in the enemy's qusirters) *' would make 
Agelajius laugh and waken Somnolentus.*^ 

Example XIII. 

'« Enter the Lord Chancellor.'' 
Malone.l — This is Lord Audley, -^hnt he was 
^Qt Chancellor theni — he was only Keeper! 

Example XIV. 



Shakfpeare*s want of memory. 

Mr. Editor Steevens, adopted by Mr. Editor 
^alone. 

And by thi^t fire that burnt the Cart}iage Queen. 

3hakfpeare 
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Shakfpeare had forgot that Thefcus performed 
his exploits before the Trojan war, and con/e'- 
quently long before the death of Dido. 

" A palpable hit P' [OftricK 



Example XV. 



More want of memory. 



[Anonymous — tickled by Malone. 
/>iicl.— Ho ! Ho! Ho ! Coward, why comeft thou not ? 

Anonymous^] — This exclamation is peculiar to 
Puck. In the old fong, printed by Peck, in 
which he relates all his gambols, he concludes 
every verfe with Ho ! Ho ! Ho ! 

He here forgets his ajfumed chzrzSitT. 

[^Anonymous. 

** The fong above alluded to, may be found 
in Percy's Reliques of Ancient Poetry, vol. iii. 
p. 203.** [^Malone^ 

With all due refpedt for Meffieurs Puck and 
Peck^ Anonymous^ the Bijhop, and Malone, I can-p 
not find this exclufivc right of Puck to the 
word bo I but, perhaps. Puck alone is the per- 
fonage that ufes the word three times. In fcrip- 
ture, however, it is twice ufed, — Zechariah — 
lio ! Ho I cofnc forth and flee ! In Shakfpeare^ 

the 
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the word is familiarj (with and without the ad*, 
dition of an a,) and feems to be a word of notice^ 
like the hip and ballo ! of modern times. Jobn^ 
fan, who is often (to do him juftice) very Ma^' 
Ionian, efpecially in a definition, calls it ** an 
** exclamation to give notice of approach j or 
•' any thing el/e.*^ [Min. Felix. 

By tb^ way, this reminds me of Beatrice, and 
of " Hey, bor 

It was intimated by Mr. Felix, that it was no 
exprcfHoD of pain, but that in a Lady it was 
often fufpedled as an indired admiflion of an 
attachment. 
Jn Troilus and Crejffida,'^Pandarus gives a love 
* fong to Helen, it ends bey bo I upon which 
Helen remarks^ 

« In Im V faith to th* very tip o* th* nofc !'' 

Example XVL 

Banf Ban, Cd^^^liian. 

^ Perhaps our Author remeinbered a fong of 
Sir Philip Sydnef%. 

Da-^Da — Da — Daridan. 

{Aftrophel and Stella. 

This Arcbimedian probahility is in the Ap^ 
pendix, at the end of the tenth volume ! 

It (hould here be obferved^ as a cardinal vir- 
tue of the Editor profeflixi that his oraclCj like 
the orthography of Shakfpeare's age, fliould 
have no fiandard. For example---the powers 
, ; of 
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of Shakfpcare's mcmory-j when it fuiis this 
editor and critic, arc as minute as thofc of HiU 

and MagUahecci. 

Example XVIL 

^'Fhcen ihronefc;' read '' Tbmnix's throne.^* 
The letters -wtttjbuffied out qf their places. 

[Mahne^ 

An elegant and aHeAing paraphrafe of a 

typical erratum. It gives, however^ a new fource 

of inaccurac]rj"in addition to the puzzled eanznd 

glancing eye. 

Example XVIII. 

Having proved^ as he thinks, (and we have 
already canvaffed the argument) that Shakfpeare 
thought Hefperides the name of the garden ; he 
ihows that Greene, 1598, made the fame blunder^ 

Andheadds-^ 

§3- '* that it may have been ufed, in that fenfe, 
by the Legend of Orpheus and Eurydice, ^S91* * 

** And like ihe^ dragon of the Hejferides 
Shuttcth ilit garden^ sgate*'^ [Mahne. 

The Sergeant is againft him here, and fays, 
there is no pretence for it, the rule of the Courts 
being to prefume accuracy ; or in other words, 
omnia riti aSa\ and the Hefperides here natu* 
rally marking the ladies, for it was ibeir dragon as 
well as garden. 

ExAMfMS 
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Example XFX. 

There is a degree of fimplicity in what fol- 
lows^ that would become an Arcadian critic^ 
or an editor in the gpiden age. 

He fuppofes " Hamlet,** not as it is, a theatrical 
performancej but as a report of converfation, 
and gravely fays, that *• Hamlet is going to ufc 
a word at the moment that he is unluckily in- 
terrupted by the Courtier, and prevented, as 
Edmond believes, (I give his own words) from 
ufing the word that he, Edmond, fuppofes to be , 
accidentally omitted in the paffage before him, 
which is part of another play, viz. Love*s Lab. 
Lojl. 

Example XX. 

On bafe and ground enough. 

" Bafe is a fubftantive — bqfisJ* 

fi3h *^ I give this explication, left any one 
fiiould fuppofe, as I once did, that we ought to 
read, and on bafe ground enoughs [Malone. 

" Judico me cremari** [The Bifhop. 

Example XXIf 

The Bi^fronted Minutian^ 
Ant. and CleoJ^—Ben Johnfon alludes to /*/> 
flay when he makes Morofe \n ikiz Silent IVo^ 

man. 
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man^ declare that he would fit out a play that 
were nothing but fights at fea^ drum^ trumpet^ 
and target. [Malone — one fide of Janus. 

Henry VL — \Firing heard aifea. 

Perhaps Ben Johnfon was thinking of this 
play when he makes Morofe, &c. &c. &c. 

[^Malone^'tbe other Jide of the face. 

Example XXII. 

Paulina U Leonfes.] 

*^ Thou wouldft have poifon'd good Cam!Ilo*s honor, 
" To have him ii/ia king.** 

Malone.']'^'^ How fhould Paulina know this ? 

*• No one had charged the king, with it but 
himfelf, and while Paulina was abfent^ attending 
upon Hermione* 

^' The ^ottfeems to have forgotten this J* 

[Malone. 

jCJ* " I thank you, fays the poet, for fug- 
gefting this error, and with your accuftomed 
indulgence to me for the want of that excellent 
memory which you feem to pofTefs. 

'^ At prefent, as it is now very near two ccn* 
turies from the time that I converfed with her 
(Paulina) upon the fubjedt, only two conjefturcs 
occur to me. 

%^ " One of them is, that Camillo may have 
told her of it in letters from Bohemia^ for he 
married her immediately upon his return ; and 
the bear, you know, had removed her good man 
out of his way. 

13- " Another 



Digitized by 



Google 



§:}• •• Another is, which, I think, will pleafe 
you^ becaufc it is very like you) that Paulina 
Counterfeited attendance upon Hermione, and 
it la Figaro* lifiened at the door. 

Forgive me. Ladies of the Bedchamber! and 
Maids of Honor ! 



Example XXIIL 



Quid faciam l-^Jaltat Malonius, {jfuvenali 



A kijftng note ! 

^(J^ And I beg the attention of young ladies. 
But I love, as well as revere Mrs. Hannab 
More. 
And I hafve no objedion to Chaperons. 



♦ '* How could Shaki^rc know of the Barhier JU SiviUe /'* 

[£. Makne. 

I anfwcr, ^ why not ? jnw tdl us that he cooverted the paft 
into his own time, why fliould he not have made the future 
equally ufefiil to him? Befides^ Figaro was nature, and 
Shakfpeare wanted no exempiaria. If faj^city could ever 
ftedeftine a Figaro, hh would have done it, though I c<mfefs^ 
without anticipating the name. 

But \9tfirget that Shakfpeare, in this anfwer to Ednxmd, 
is to be fuppofed alive in 1801, and as revifiting tbefe glimpjks 
•J>iki mom for the purpofe of a little chat with him. 

[Min, Felm. 

'' Come 
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** Come unto thcfe yellow fands, 

** And then taie hands ! 

** Courtfied when you have, and htfs^d^ 

*« Foot it fcatly here and there," &c. &c. &c. 

Mr. Editor SteevensJ] — " This was ancientlf 
done at the beginning df fome dances.** 

Parcnthefisof M/». Felix J\ — " By the way^ — it 
is a pity the habit has beendifcontinued/' 

The accompliihed Malone^ in his Appendix 
to his tenth volume, thinks it indifpenjihle to 
add this note upon the loveliefl of all his themes 
— the kifs — not that of Ariel's invijible fpirits 
or fprites, (which alone are before him) but of 
real dancers, male and female, in their vifible 
and palpable forms. 

** It was only the band.** [Malone. 

Min. Pelix.^-^*' I am forry for it ; and fo is the 
cldeft of my daughters, who is partial to the 
^eftume of early days. 

53h But, firft, what is Edmond's reajon for 
qualifying Steevens, who is playfully indefinite 
as to the local pofition of the ki/s, and whofe 
oracle (though utterly deftitute of all proof) 
tnay have been received as a carte blanche for th^ 
lips or the cheek, efpecially amongfl the wives 
and the daughters of antiquarians at a ball in So-^ 
mcrfet Houfe ? 

[2.] 8Gh What are Edmond's prqofs? A 
folitary extraft from one letter in a Secretary of 
State*s memoirs during the reigns of Elizabeth 
and James. He refers me to fVinwood, vol. 2, 

pag. 



Digitized by 



Google 



C "2 3 

pag. 44^ and I (hall firfl: give Edmond's extradl 
in his own words : 

*' At this he was taken out to dance, artd 
footed it with his country-woman* He took 
out the Queen and forgot not to kifs her hand.'* 

R B. thefirjl— 

I fear that Edmond forgets tht Etiquette of 
kijfes at Court. 

If he (hould be made an Irijh Peer, and Lady 
Malone Ihould be kilfed by the Queen, he would 
know the difference between the band and the 
lips of queens, even to ladies. 
' But he would equally know when his oun 
falutation was to be ofiered at Her Majefty's 
feet, that in our Court Queens are never kiiTed 
by their male courtiers ; — without prejudice to 
the rights of kifling between fubjeft and fubjed. 

N. B. thtfecond-^ 

Well knowing Edmond's Pindaric ufe of his 
originals and his luteftring notions of proof, I have 
confulted the original at the fountain head. It 
is a letter of Sir Dudley Carlton to Sir Ralph 
IVinwood, and the advantage which has been 
taken of it by Edmond behind their back, is a 
moft exquifite refinement of genius for invention^ 
though under the malk of report. 

The letter gives an account of a majk on 
twelfth-day at the Banqueting Houfe. It was a 
kind of pageant after the ceremony of creating 
Prince Charles Duke of York. — ^Upon a moving 
engine, were fca horfes and " other terrible 
fifhes'* rode by moors, but ** no water," which 
dcftderatum, the writer calls •* an indecorum.**-^ 

Afhell 
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•* A (hdl in the form of a fcallop, had four feats 
in it; upon one of them was King James's 
Queen, and (as we are told by the fame writer) 
in a very improper ftate for fuch frolics — Lady 
Borfet^ with nine other ladies of rank attending 
her. — ^Their apparel was rich, ** but light and 
curtezan like.*' — Their faces and arms were 
painted black — and that was difguife enough/' 

^' He (the Duke of Holftein) was taken out to 
dance, and footed it with his CQuntry-woman. 
lie took out the ^een, and forgot not to hfs 
her band, though there was danger it ihould 
have left a mark upon his lips/' 

So that here a ceremony oiitiquette in kiiHng 
Her Majefif s hand at a mafquerade, (in which 
her face was difguifed, but her quality known) is 
not produced, as it is printed and explained by 
the context, (for the evidence would then have 
deftroyed the ufe and the objeA) but quoted^ 
hy 9l partial reference^ as conllituting /rv?^ that 
in general the dancers of that age, and of both 
fexes, kijfed, — before the dance began^-^hut that 
only the hand of the Ic^ief received the lips of the 
men. 

With equal happinefs of conjeAure^ Edmonds 
Ariel, in her chat with invifible fprites, alludes, 
forfooth, to this habit of kijjing the hand at a. 
ball, when Ihe defires them to ^^foot it,*^ after 
they h^ye " curtfied and kijfed !!!!'' 

*I ICJ- Aftcf 
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Idh After all, in King Hen. the Vlllth* wc 
find a more apt quotation Hill fbr Editiond*^ 
purpofe, but ftill queftionable, and dill giving 
ifiit kifs to fimething livelier than even the hand^ 
though with a difference. 

The king takes out Anna B&ie^ to dance 
ivith him, and fays— 

'< \ were unmanntrly enough to take yra out. 

And not to i//jr ^'^w," 

But dien we muft not foiget chat he ia a king^ 
khac he is known, thou^ mafked, and that he 
is at a mafquerade^dU Which might have its 
owft privHeges^ 

Mr. £dit9f^ Steev^ns^ true to hia kifing creeds 
(|a(tea the kifs to be an eftabliihed , fee of the 
lady 'a partner; but produces a dialogue without 
ft ciUte» in which it apjpears» chit it waa a fee 
dfftef the dance, not hefou it : That it was, how«- 
cver, a lip^ki/s, if confidcred as the partner's 
feej cannot be denied. The verfes are thefc-« 

^ Btit fome reply, what foofc would dajtccy 

If that, when JAvnce hJan, 
He may not have at ladye'j lips. 

That which la daunce ha woonf'* 



Example 
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. E?CAMPL£ XXIV. 

fffh More kt^ng f 

" Chorets apiior." IHomr^ 

Romeo kijes Juliet, and kifes ber at a maC? 
queiade, which Edmond approves, and thinks 
it was cuftomaiy irt SIbrkfpeare's time. He i$ 
obliging enough to remind us that Lord Sand^ 
^ijfes Ann Boleyn at a fupper of Cardinal Wol- 
fejr^s, happening to fir near hiiPj which is alfo 
reconciled by Mr. Tyfon^Makne^ M. C; to the 
eofiume of thfife days, 

EXAVFIE XXV. 

i mr'l If iMi I ' III lea 

More mjing^ih 



Edmond is fond of itj and 1 commend his 
predilection. 

He is^ in fhort, under the made of fuperfluity, 
(as a rhetorical figure,) a felf-indulging kqfio^ 

^K^ Oh could this kljs be printed in thy hand/* 
I % fays 
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fays ^een Margaret, (who, by the way, look$ 
very demure in her Strawberry-Hill portrait.) 

Edrnond is here at home with (his friend) the 
compqfitor^s glancing' eye. ,- » 

Parapbrafe.l *' That by the impreflion of my 
Icifs upon your band, (fays Edrnond, in Secun^ 
dus^s beft manner,} you jiiay think qj\ thofe lips, 

Throtigh which a thoufand fighs are breath'd for thee. 
Example XXVJ. 

Put my Itffis bring again! [Edrnond. 

fKJr Ladies beware of the vohijpexing Edr 
inond! 

** They are yet but ear-kijftng arguments.*^ . \Lear^ 

MaloneJ] — ^' Thejr are yet only wbi/pered.** 
So that in bis vpcabulary 'f to wbifper^^-^zn^ 
** kifs tbe ear** are fynonimous terms. 

1^ Again, I fay. Ladies beware of him ! 

« Principiitfobftar^ 
Or, Beware of a i//> upon the tip of an ear! 

[Haunab More. 

But he is more dangerous in the whijfpe^ing 
line than even I had fufpedled him to be. 



-Exam pL£ 
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Example XXVit 

' Goncrill fays to bim — to {Edmond ih his pro- 
per name — ) 

Decline! your head ! 

This kifsy if it durft fpeak. 

Would ftrctch thy fpirits up Into the air. 

[Gonerill to Edmund* 

She bids him (fays our Edmond^ who feemft 
quite ail fait in thcfc habits). 

** Decline his head.'* 
That flie may give him a kifsf and that, as her ftcw- 
ard is prefent, it may appear to be a tvhifper* 

§3h This appearance (or figure) of z found, 
requires peculiar fenfes like thatV^r of the copy^ 
0^ which is the organ (or the implement) of his 
tranfcript.^ 

. N. B. Dionyfius's wbifpering ear, and the 
wbifpering gallery at St. Paul's, ire not affeded 
by thefe cautions. 

. * I have touched already upoin Edmond's conttivance 
to warrant the fidelity of tran/criptsy by making a perfon read 
em of the copies akud whilfl he had another fpresid be« 
,fbre him ; but the perplexity, as well as ingenious whim of this 
expedient, is much heightened by a note upon King Jthn^ 
which tells us, that we of thefe Umd readers^ being a Here* 
furdjbirt many pronounced ane as if written w. 

I 3 Itnehcion 
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I mtrttion the latter^ becaufe the Cicerone of 
that wonder (as relpedbible a mao as the tomb* 
Ihcwcr at Weftminfter Abbey— who was invited 
by xht Baronet-Amateur to his lodgings at Nor^ 
folk Buildings) has intimated thait as young 
ladies frequent this gallery^ it might reduce bis 
^erquifites^ if fucb analogies between tbe Up 
^d ear ihould alarm the diicrctioA of thie Veftal 

if^ In ^ueen Anne^% time the ton was anfi'- 
hafiani for we are told of a complaint by a 
country gentleman of thofe days^ who had been 
in the habit of kijpng the iadies all rounds that 
he had been put out of countenance^ and fup- 
planted^ by a courtier^ who^ upon his entree into 
't, room MX of ladiesj^ made a bow« fell feaek^ 
And recovered with a foft air ; made a bow to 
die nextj and lb on to erne or two more, then 
took the room en majfe in a continual bow till he 
f eached the lady whom he thought proper to 
di^nguiih. He adds^ that no young gentle^ 
woman has been kijfed in puMic for feverat 
miles in that neighbourhood^ fince the courtier's 
9ppearance^ and prcfles for an immediate paper 
on the fubje£t qf kiiling by way of falute. 

\SpeSator. 

But in the fiime period Mr. Ikneycomh re-* 
ports that male partners in the dance, (which is 
very apropos of the curtfy and the kifs^ enjoined 
by Arieiy. dwelt upon the fair one's lip — or 

elfe 
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cifc thtf wduld h€ too quick fof the mufical 
timc« Thcfe were called kifing dM€€$. 

[Ibid^ 

idh After all^ thtfyfeft mode of kOif^^ and 

oitcing kijfed^ for the ladies^ and which I would 

recommend, i« that which the accompli0ied and' 

courteous knight. Sir Philip Sydney ^ defcribcs— 

Who thofe ruddy lips can mifs. 
Which blefled mVthinifehfs ih ii/u 

By the way^ 

Bdmond t\i\nk% it not improbable that Shakf- 
peare may have read the kiffes of Sccundus (who 
died, A. D. 1536) in fome Ehgliih tranflation. 

Secundus*^ work is called by one of the editors, 
•* divine.'* 

Hadrianus Junius tells us, in a very amorous "^ 
expreflion, which I dare not put into my own 
language, that ^ Secundi Baji<i vivint dum bafiis 
amantium ora pateiunt/* 

Lillius Gyraldus, with .more delicacy, bur 
with equal, if not fuperior animation, intimates 
that in reading them we are ki0ng all the time^ 
tliat is, in the mind*s lip, which he calls ^ hafiis 
afficir 

Jul. Caf. Scaliger, traces thcfe identical 
•* kijfes'^ to the lips of no lefs a perfonage than 
Siderea Venus. 

Janus Doujh puts them into AtHc biney. 

The pedigree of them affigncd by the poet 
himfelf, I mean Secundus, who was their beft 
herald, is very interefting. 

I 4 They 
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Hicjr arc^ kfeems^ the dew 6f the rofcs that 
formed A/canius*s hedi the boy afleep> and 
VenUs afraid of kifling him^ ihe kifled , his bed, 
which enlivened by the impreflion of her lips, 
kifled her^ in return : the kifles thus replaced^ and 
with an improved edition^ (as Edmond^s compqfitor 
exprefles it,) were dropt by Venus in her flight 
over the Earth. 

Secundus however appears very unconfcionable, 
for he defires one of Mr. Honeycomb's dwelling 
kijfes, and which he calls perenne hafmm. 

He fays, that if he has only one^ it makes him 
regret the lofs of it, and wifti for another. 

He defcribes it as compofed of the moft ex- 
quifite odours, and gives a lift of them, which 
reminds one of a perfumer's bill, or of an Italian 
warehoufe in the Hay^market. 

In one relpedt he has caught the whifper^ 
ing analogies of Edmond. He talks of a bajium 
which is duld-fonum^ or fweetly toned, which is 
Edmond's ear^Jfingwhlfper, anticipated. 

But who would have imagined that he had 
fo lively a conception of that * receipt in Ovid^ 
Edmond*s Art of love ? 

' Adde et bhtndltias verbaque puUtca, 
Etcum Suavifonis murmur2Ljiiilis. 

* This, Edmond, with his appropriate felicity, interprets mv- 
Jicaltimty and fays it is an evideht, though (Jbadowed) aHufion 
to a country dance. . Crevit^ he thinks a pun upon the muiicai 
wrd crcfcendo^ and a type of Honeycomb's d*weUif/^ ki/u 

Here 
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Here wc have Gon^rilFs kifs in perfedion, or 
the kijfed ear thfit followed the verba publica. 

Wc have alfo my Lord Sands and the fj- 
ramus of the Supper, in that fame Ovid, as 
elegant and as kijfmg a poet as Edmond's favorite 
Secundus. 

Notitiam primofque gradus njictnia ccpit 
Tempore crevit amor. 

I cannot help throwing-in before I leave ^o 
fafcinating a fubjedl, (and perhaps for ever,) the 
moft elegant fatyr, compliment, and gallantry, 
that poliflied wit ever ft ruck off; but Addifon was 
thinking (as Edmond often fays of Shakfpeare,) 
he was thinking of Secundus, or he could not 
have written fo well. 

*' When I have feen a pretty mouth uttering 
calumnies and invedives, what could I not have 
given to havcjiopt it ?* 

[Speilator. 

The Reader, in this delightful ramble, may 
perhaps have miffed the Sergeant : In truth he waf 
faft afleep, but with an expreffion of ferenc 
complacency, in the tone of that (lumber, which 
he could not have improved in the cadence of 
his periods, if he had been awake and profc(^ 
iionally employed* 



EXAMPLK 
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I 

Example XXIX. 

•« Soog^ and Dance." 

Midf. N* Dresm. 

* Note by MaloneJ^ This Song^ — ^likc many 
others^ is hji^ 

By the way — ^Dr. Johnfon thinks another Song 
bas been loft, which be fuppofes to have been 
fung by Oheron. 

§3h I have recovered both of thcfc airs, and 
themufic to which they are fet. N.B* They 
arc left in mj will to the Mufeum. 

Example XXX. 

Enter a legate and two embafladours, wittt 
fVinchefter in a CariinaPs habit. [Hen. VI, 
£;trf/r.]— What ! is my Lord of fVinchefter injlalledt 

Malone.2 — It fliould feem the author meant 
the Cardinal had juft obtained his Girdtnal's hat. 

The inaccuracy was in making Giojier addrefir 
him by the title in the beginning of this play. 

** He, in fad, obtained it in the fifth year ^ 
Henry's reign I [Mahne^^ 

^^ ^* It was July the ij^tb nf that year ^ ana 
according to I^u Cange, the 14th of July fell 
upon a. Monday that year J* {Minutius Felix. 

ExAMPLIt 



Digitized by 



Google 



C »3 ] 



&uM»u XXXI. 

I Carrier. The turkeys in my pannier are quite 
ftarved. 

Malone.'] ' Here is a flight anachronifm ; 
turkies were not brought into England till the 
timtoiHen. VIIL 



ni l I \\ 



gar *' Edmond ! this zr^csconfciena in your notes.** 
** But the. refpeSfs thereof are *mce and trivial. 



|3- I am happy to find that Mr. Addifon 
conilders Edmond and me as two powerful atix* 
iliari^s to /^ Jmaginaiion. 

He calls our procefs the labour of the fancy 
working downward and a kind of delving fpecula- 
tion. Amongft other topics of MinutianfublimU 
ty^ he lays this before his reader, with a^philofo* 
phical air that is very becoming to him, and very 
honourable;, I think, to us. 

" Let a man try to conceive the different bulk 
of an animal which is twenty^ from another 
animal which is a hundred times lefs than a 

* <* lUce in the &nie of wnmtte^ and of ^tt^ imforti* 

mite ! 
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mite / He has no mcafure for it ; the undcrftand- 
ing opens infinite fpace arouiid him^ but the 
fancy is, loft in the purfuit of an atom^ thro* all 
its numberlefs direftions.** 

EXAMJPLB XXXL 

— — "— Was this face the face, 
That every*day^ under his houfehold xoof. 
Did keep ten thoujand men ? 

fKJr MaloneJ] — ** Shakfpeare is not here quiu 
accurate. 

** Our old Chronicles only fay> that every day 
ten thoufand men came to bis boufebold*** 

Note the diverfity ! [Sergeant Malone* 

[jUT '^ Une exactitude etonnannte fur des chofes de 
" neant?" 

\_Le Oercy (peaking of BajU. 

I remember feeing a defcription of a Minu^ 
tian critic y which I thought fo apropos de bottes 
(for Edmond's leg^) th^t I made a note of itj and 
beg leave to introduce it here. 

*' If you talk of Herodotus^ he makes a pane- 
gyric upon Harry Stephens. He thinks he gives 
an account of an author when he tells you the 
JubjeSI — the name of the editor — and the time 
of printing tlje book — when he marks the good- 
nefs of the paper, the diligence of the corredor, 
and the beauty of the type. 

'' He could find only two faults in Virgil, 
edited by Daniel Heinjius. 

" Two 
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•^ Two commas inftead of a parenthefis in ihe 
^rft book of the JEwid, and a femicolon in^ 
verted in the fourth Georgic !!'* 

Example XXXII. 

In volume the tenth, and as part of an ela^ 
borate appendix to the notes^ we have the fol- 
lowing pallage : 

*« Add to note 9, pag. 56, Rom. and Juliet^ . 

^* Poperin pear." 
•• Leiand was the parfon of Poperingue^ and 
by him, perhaps, the poperin pear was brought 
into England ! [Malone. 

Example XXXIIL 

It is playing with edge tools to think of an 
(^fcape from Edmond's deteftions— efpecially for 
^he ladies. 

I could have fworn that Conllance was cor- 
^•€(51 in defcribing herfelf. 

^* A widom^^hufbandlefs!^ 

But Edmond has convided her of an acci|« 
inulated falfehood. 

'^ She was married again at this very time. 

*^ She was the wife to a third hufband« 

And (lie was, (oh fie!) divoreed from ik^ fe^ 
(and. 

Forgive 
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Fwgive me, dair Mrs. iiddms, but f never 
can fee yon again in Cwftana. 

FhilO'^Siddott^iacuSm 



ExAMPLS of the SuperjlmtLS and Mimtian 
united!* 

*• The rule is very fimpie that d^^ caiinot be 

[Malone in a note upon 5r<^i/. and Crejf. 

Atft V. fcene 2, 

* It 1m$ been proved in the firil part of this work, that 
Elimond eonceives three X6 be the iaxne as Jintr. See the d)« 
meniions of the word JIfiraa* 



CAKON 
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, ilW .1 II i» 

CANON III. 



«BBS 



The Reftoring Editor, 
{zar i^oxv^) 

Reforms the text, if it /aifs bim, and adopts 
the ^apricims innevation of other editors; or 
clings to the virgin text in defiance of all mere* 
trkious allurements, with obftinate fidelity* 



Jam redit et Ktr;tf«»redeunt Satumia Regna. 

To hatch a new Saiumian age of had. 

[ihamefuUy parodied hy Mr. Pcp^. 

•MP ^*i^ wmm <« Reftoration hang 

** Thy med'eiiie on my notes P^ {Lear. 

Example L 

Duke S. If there be troth in Jight^ you are my 

daughter* 
OrU If there be truth in Jtght, you are my Rofalind. 
Phebe* li^ght znAJbape be true. 

Why then, my love, adieu!'' 

[AsymUieit. 

Jobnfon.'] — ^The anfwer of Phebe makes it 

PROBABLE that Orlando fays, if there be truth in 

Jbapci that is J, (heaven biefs him for bis videlicet!) 

if 
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if a form can be trufted, if one cannot ufurp the 
form of another. 

Againft this prohahilUy I demur, unlefs im^ 
probable having, (by means of the intenfive 
particle *' im^^ the fenfe of probable in the ex-r 
trcme ;) the word probable may, vice versd^ mean 
(or Jbadow) extreme improbabihties. 

Why fhould Orlando find out Rofalind hy Jbape^ 
and the Duke find her out by Jigbt ? Vhich laft 
u-ord includes the JUrape into the bargain^ and 
covers the whole figure. 

To Pbebe it is perfedHy natural that fiape^ 
which is here transformed out of one fex into the 
other^ flfiould be the moft prominent feature of 
the change, and of her dpubts : To her it con- 
llitu4:€s the only change, becaufe, to ber^ the 
countenance had never been difguiftdt 
, But what am I to underftand from Edmond^% 
condudl here? It puzzles me: H^. adopts the * 
j^Qtty but leaves the text untouched. 



Example II. • 

" This is abominable, it infinuateth m^^^iNFAMls, 
Ne intelligis ?— *-to make frantic— lunatic." 

Love's Lab. Loft, 

?^ JDr. Farmer^ with* great probability, pro- 
pofes to read mm o/i^sAifiE. [^Malone.l ^^Insanib 

W^5 
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was Theobald* % emendation/' MaloneJ}^^ It 
appears to have been a word * anciently ufed." .: 

^Steevens. 

Accordingly this word appears in the Malo^ 
nian text. - 

||p3^ Well done fountain head oi prohaliUty-^ 
but this fountain had a parent — Mr. TbMald^^ 
and was adopted afterwaitls by another parent, 
one Mr. Thomas Edwards, whofe wit adini-* 
niftered by good fenle. 

— — — — «* ordinem 
**• Redum evaganti frxna licentiae 
" Injecit." 

I do not blame the emendation, but I difcem 
and admire the unblufhing eafe of Edmond's man- 
ner, when he totally departs from his own rule of 
adhering to ancient copies which are intelli- 
gible,, for the fake of better fenfe, or of more 
accuracy. 

Left we fliould mark that want of memory 
which a little mifleads bim, and which he is in the 
habit of imputing, with fuch exquifite ridicule, to 
Shakfpeare, I here extradt his profeflion or Ca« 
non upon the fubjedl of ancient copies, that we 
may watch him, and fee, to 'his honor, what a 
tight, or gouty Ihoe he makes of it. 

* Edwards confiders it as a word new coined by the pedant. 

As thefe two great men are fo accurate, I stiTuoie their ve- 
racity ; and I lay no ftrels upon the abfence of this word from 
Johnfon, who has dropped^ or, like ShakfpearCi forgot the, 
word infanie. 

* K Pag. 



Digitized by 



Google 



r 130 ] 

P^. Ixiil^^-**'* I may be ccnfiired for m JMSf 
an adherence to the ancient cc^ies. 

Rig. Ixiv.*— " Having refolved never to de- 
viate from die authentic copies merely beciufe 
the phrafeology was harfli or uncommon. 

Pag. xu*^^ Our principal empldyment has 
been to refi$re ; — to c}e<i the capricious isaiova^ 
tims made by our predcceflbn^ ftom igao^ 

Pag. xi. — " To form a genucsie text by a 
faithful collation of the ancient copies-^z labo- 
rious tafk— mnd the due execution of this it is 
which can alone entitle an editor of Shakfpeare 
to the favour of the public*" 

Then Mr. jEditor Malpne and the public, arc 
two« The beft friends mull fsxt — and the lofs 
will be (as it fbould be) that of the public ; for 
if Edmond cannot enlighten them, the world, 
(as Bayes prophetically obfcrvcd when his players 
were. gone to dinner) — ^' the world mull be left 
♦• in ignorance/' 

ExAMPtft ni.^ 

Titnon.]---*^ They fey, my Lord, <hit in fitnrt 

irevis ifti 
But yond' man is very angry." 

* Here one poor word a thoufand cHncfaes makes. 
And Various reading new Meahder takes, (^pe« 

Mr. 
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Mr. R^voe chataged the Attt tbtlsit . 
" ever angry ;** 
ft veiy mgenious and jhH alteration. 

But it is tioc left an ak^raihn, ;md for the lSfl« 
gle purpofe of improving that which beferie was 
infflli^bk'"^ ci)nd%ift ifrtifidi Edmo^d*^ theory 
hni reprobated, and iiis faimlilbr habits vAo^^f'^ i 
^^<Li m the cafe 1[>efore us, ^r he has eihbi^e4 
thiis improvefnent/ and madeita part off hil^tdiiti 
which profiles to 4>c retigbufly that <)f 4ii| 
poet. Hot bis ewA. • 

Here he mvert^ 9iis conduA upon ft fontier 
occafion, for here having adopted the tfnfifSfu 
dation, he alfo appears to adopt a note by Mr. 
Editor Steevens eq4ially capi^cious, but which 
reinftates the word that Rowe has ejcded--^ 



** tttf/y 4mieK 



In rs^^^ther joiote Mpon this jplsyr^ there is a^pa^. 
fage of fuch dignity againfl: his own praAkre .of 
capricious inwrpotious, that &>x the honor of hi^ 
candour and of his contempt for his own ruks^ 
I make an example of it, as one of the altera* 
tions in the Rejioring £di^'3 department. 

^< I am not of .that feather 4o ih.^be oiF 
My friend when he muji need me.** 

«« I once idly conje£lured that Shakfpeare 
wrote— 

<< When he moji needs m/ /* 

Y.% ^ And 
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" And fo 1 have fincc found the third folio 
reads — 

But if fuch capricious innovations were to be 
admitted^ every line in thefe plays might be 
changed/' 

The Sergeant^ who is always plodding in foli- 
citous purfuits of accuracy in evidence^ is un* 
gallant enough to difpute the fad^ though with 
me and the reader in general, he will of courfe 
put it under the column of error in memory- 
He reafons thus: Edmond would, of courfe, 
bavie afcf rtained by coUation, what all the read- 
ings were, before hejnfinuated his amendments. . 

I EXAMPIE V. 

You may take my word, my Lord',* 

I weigh my friend's affedion with .my own ; 

** I tell you true— ni call upon you." 

[Timon. 

MdloneJ] — ^The old copy reads — " Pll tell you 
tiue." 
*' The corredlion was made b> Dr. Johnfon.** 
It is at once adopted into the text. 
But why ? 

Is it ncceflary ? no : 
Does it alter the fenfe ? no. 

I wifli 
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I wiih Cd(ttl had propofed it; but as Mo* 
Here's bel efprit obferves — \l!he Cynic. 

Par nos loix, profe ct vers, tout nous fera foumis, 
Nul n'aura de Tefprit que nous, ou nos amis. 

\Les Femmes Savantes* 

Example VI. 

[Qh ever gracious to perplex mankind. 
And fpread a healing mift before the mind! 

[Pope.-] 

If I could fell my horfe and buy twenty more 
better than he, why give my horfe to Timon 
— aflc nothing — give it him— it foals me 
— ^ftraight ^nd able horfes. [Timon, 

This paflage requires no emendation^ me is an 
expletive. 

But Edmund's reforming fpirit will exert itfelf. 

He fays: *' perhaps me was *em^ and was 
tranfpofed.* 

Objedion — To foal a horfe is ,an expreflion 
.which mo groom ever admitted ; and Shakfpeare 
was a man who, (as Akenfide well exprcffed it,) 

" Walk'd in ev*ry path of human life." 

* 1 cannot have a better opportunity of cpnftruing the 
fbaJonvs of Edmond into Latin — 

' Tarn umbratiksfunt ut putent in 'turbido ejffe quicqt^in luce efi* 

K 3 ExAMPw 
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ExAMPtt VlL 

— — — ^* No r^afon , .. 

Can found his (tate in fafety !'* 

Dn Johnfon, with perfedly good fcnfc, in^ 
tcrprets the paflage. 

Then to give it tetter fenfc he alters the 
word, atnd Edmond (who is filo de /e, as the 
Sergeant cxprefles it) accedes implicitly to the 
change, which is, that oi found into founds and 
thrown, hj Dn Johnfon, upon a nevr defcd of 
the (Tompolitor. tits types, it feems, " arc de- 
faced and worn, fo that / and / are not always 
to be diftinguifhed.'* 

But they are diftinguifhed here, Jtnd confc- 
quently the remark is a mere expletive-wt may 
be called an implmint of time.* 

Example VIIL 

Take the bott<fis with you, and leatef tbeibtesl in cdtnpif • 

Theobald made this context put of the noif-* 
fenfe which he found. . 

Leave the dates in— come ! 

Edwond adopts the alteration, which is a 
very ingenious one. But why then is poor 

* ** In every face [I] found a dart.** 

The Vatican M.S. for [I3 reads [IT] but this m^^vti 
been the hallucination of the copyift, who xniflook the daO| 
pfthe/foraT. SfeOator. 

Theobald, 
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Theobald, or poor Tib, to be fo difcredited 
with Pope, Hanmer, Warburton, and Capdlj 
for the purpofc of CL Johnfon, CL Farmer, 
and Ci. Malone? 

'' It is my occupation (fays the Cynic) to be 
plain.*' 

As Kent faid of bis, and though poor Theobald 
(as well as Ca{ttII>) is the vidlim and foot-ball of 
the editors, it appears to me, firft, that he is 
the very bed of them ; and fecondly, that he is 
the ofteneft adopted by thofe who deride him 
thefxioft« [Cynic. 

Example IX* 

I have retired vac to u wafteful c$ch 

Rjpe had altered this to ** a lonely roouii*^ and 
this, Edmond fays, " gives a perfeff notion of the 
method which he took." 

As if all his emendations were of this kind, 
though he has himfelf adopted many of them 
which are both natural and fagacious*, 

Thefe are poetical expreflions of a poetical 
<ritic, and they give a per/eff notion of the 
method which be takes in difledting his pre« 
dcceflbrs. He muft not (as he often fays of 
iifs poet) hfi t^kcp as if /peeking by the card. 
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Example X. 

Taming of the Shrew— Aft V. fc. i. 
Padtia before Lucentio*s houfe. 
Petruchio and Vincentio knock at the door. 
Vincentio is Liicentio's father. 
A pedant is. above at the window. 

Says the Pedant, addrefling himfelf to Vin-. 
centio, *' keep your hundred pounds to yourfclf ! 
He fhall need none fo long as I live.'* 

Petruchio then fays to the father, *' I told you, 
your fon was beloved in Padua.** 

He then fays to the Pedant, " Tell Signor 
Lucentio that his father is come from Pifa, and 
is here at the door to fpeak with him." 

Thou lyeft, anfwers the pedant, his father is 
come from Padua, and here looking out at the 
window. 

Vincentio.— Art thou his father i 
Ped. — Ay, fo his mother fays. 

This is the old copy, which Edmond is punc^ 
tilioufly and facredly to reinftate. 

It has the recommendation of being perfedly 
intelligible and rational. 

The fenfc being, that Lucentio's real father 
having faid that he was come from Fi/a;. the 
Pedant, who aflumes the father, gives him the 
lye, and fays, Lucentio's father is come from 
Padua, and is looking out at the window; in 
other words, that he. is come to the window 
from the houfe which is in Padua, and by that 
play of the words comes from Padua. 

Edmond, 



Digitized by 



Google 



C ^37 ^1 

\ Edmond, the Reftoring Editor, cxtfudcs this 
word^ and fubftitutes Pi/a in its place, for na 
purpofe but that of introducing abfolute non« 
fenfc, by making the pedant fay " thou lyeft, bis 
father is come from Pifa, which is juft what the 
&ther had aflerted. 

Yet, I fuppofe, that I am wrong, for Ed- 
mond whifpers to me, that CL Tyrrwhit, with 
his amher-'headed cane^ pointed out the emen- 
datioHj which Edmond, without lofs of time, 
has at once adopted. 

If this be to rejlore, I had rather he would 
promife to amend the text, and then we might 
have a chance of feeing it rejlored. 

Example XL 

Oh, it came o'er my ear like the Tweet fouth. 

Sieevens.'\ — The old copy reads, like the 
fweet found. 

Rowe changed it into mind. 

Pope into fouth. 

Which laft, Malone implicitly adopts, — for- 
getting what he faid of him, when he defcribed 
the method be took! 



There is an old proverb which the Sergeant 
often quotes, and with fome humour, in his 
prafeflion — 

•' One man tran fteaba horfe, when another 
cannot look over a hedge." 

Edmond 
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Edndnd lias the fame degree and maliuiy of 
prcdiledion for G.Johnfon, that he has of ah** 
ftpathy to Caj^i though in general (to do him 
juftice) he forms one center of opinion between 
them which it to rejed themt both. 

But there is a pafTage of Aich partiality for 
the Dodlor^ in a note upon Timon of Athens^ 
as no amiable felicities of error in attachment 
c?er atchieved. 

^;^ Always remember that it is Edmond^a 
province to refiore ! Here it is ! 

Example XIL 

The ancient copy reads thus— 

** Our poefy i » as a gum which ufes 
** From whence ii*s nouriflied/' 

Nonfenfe — I admit. 

Mr. Pope (the capricious innovator) by one 
of the happieft and mod natural eihendationsj^ 
wakes it perfed ftnfe, and with flight; change 
of the words-— 

Is a gum which i£heu 

Dr. Jobnfon converts ijjfues into oozes^ which« 
to be fure^ is alfo very ingenious^ but is not 
wanted I is not fb like the original word tha( 
appears (by miftake) in the text^ and is an ar« 
bitrary improvement, at the bcft, of a nectary 
emendation. 

Edmond, the Rejlorer^ at once embraces it. 

EXAMFIt 
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Example XIlI. 

dCj^ Not fa is *• poor Tth"^ eittbraccd in a 
note upoft the very fatwi play, in which non- 
fenfe, equally pcrfcA of its kind, was corrcd:ed 
l>y him^ and (as Edmond is not clofe to me 
^ith his three^matC sJ^eetle of Johnfon, Farmer, 
and Malone) with uncommon acutenefs. 

Even the hypcrcritic, Mr. Steevens, " unufed 
to the melting mood,'' adopts this emendation 
ivith candour and fpirit. 

But Edmond iirft puts a little ice^water upon 
it, like that of Addifon's faint praije (in ?ope*% 
falfe and bafe charadler of it) and then rejedU 
it, '* becaufe the pafTage correfted may ftahd.'* 

£nter Senators and pafs oven 

Painter.— How this Lord is followed! 
Poet.^The Sertators of Athens. 

Happy men. 

Painter.*— Look— more . 

Poet.— You fee this confluence, &c. 

Theobald read man inftead of men. 

Upon which a curious little fecret peek's out. 

SUevent appe^s to have prompted the emen- 
di^ion as being hii own. 

Such arc the little playful artifices of rival 
editors. 

Id* J<^ve 
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ItJ" Jove laughs at the perjury of lovers ; and 
as he is always* in good Spirits^ I dare fay that 
he would fmile at thefts like thefe. 

Edmond reftores Mr. Theobald's right, and 
rejeds the emendation, after calling it plaufible 
enough, 

fpr Set againft this what he has himfelf fb 
well called his idle conjeSure in a former exam- 
ple of this Canon. 

Does it not bring that pleafant fellow. Ranger, 
before us? 

*' There is a degree of aflurance in you, modeft 
men, that we impudent fellows never can reach.'* 

I do infift upon it, that Pope never came 
.within leagues of the capricious innovfitm there 
confeffed. 

I cannot oppofe to this prudery of felf re- 
proach, a more amufing contrail than Zimri^ 
Edmond gives in pag. 14 of (he fame identical 
play, in which nonfenfe is upheld and reafoned 
againft Johnfon himfelf, whofe argument, how- 
ever, is upon a meafuring cad with its rejedled 
and improved original. . 

-* See the EJence. 

N. B. In addition to tny n6te there, I would beg to remind 
the ingenious Edmond, that Jovial^ in its only derivadre 
fenfcfrom Jove, is a.word ufedby Shakfpcarc himfelf— 

*« Our jovial &ar.'' > [CymteHne^ 

EXAMPIB 
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ExAMPtE XIV. 

A father complains^ that one of Timon*s foU 
lowers attempts a daughter of his. 

** This fellow here, thy creature, &c. 

— — — — *' this man of thine 

** Attempts her love: 

*^ Join with me to forbid him her refort ! 

Timon.— The man is honeft. 

Father.--" Therefore he will be, Timon; 

His hpnefty rewards him in itfelf^ 

It muft not bear my daughter, 

- This, a common reader, without a ray of 
criticifm-profelTed, would alter> if he could i 
u e, without making a perfcdlly new fentence. 

But Edmond (with a reftoiring night^cap on 
his head) is firm to it as it is, and reafons upon 
it with his accuftomed vigilance — ^at a late hour 
of the night. 

Malone.'\ Therefore he will be^ Timon ;" there- 
fore he will continue to be fo, (to be honeft) 
and is fure of being fufficiently rewarded by the 
confcioufnefs of virtue ; he does not need the 
additional blefling of a beautiful and accom- 
plifhed wife." {[This laft part of the fentence 
has a gallantry in it fomewhat unufual to £d^ 
mond, and therefore, on the part of the ladies, 
I thank him for it, though I am forry to add, 
that I fee no colour for it, and that here the 
gallantry is not unlike the paraphrafe whicUis 

under 
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wider that colour a poetical flight of fnvcn- 
tion. M/». Felix.'] 

He then meets an objedtion^ which I cannot help 
thinking he does not anfwer, and I like hitn the 
better for it. The objc&or (" ht forgets by whoxRi 
the remark is made/' which is elegantly con- 
temptuous) reminds hini" that if Lucilius would 
continue to ^<?/honeft, the interference of Timon 
could not be wanted.'* 

He anfwers, with fpirk, that Shak§)care does 
not write by the card, and that he means here 
the general honcfty of Lucilius^ and excludes 
ibis aSlion V" 

Jofanlbn^ with great propria, (as the unin^ 
itiated -would fay) recommends diat an cmenda'- 
tion fhould be made; but he alio recommends 
im own, and which £dmond feems to approve 
<(by adducing it. uncenfured) but whidi iht 
novices in jcritical myftery would rejcft. M 
being more unintelligible^ quaint^ and abfurd 
than what it profefles to corred:. 

«' Therefore, well he himr 

which be conftrue^ into Latin, lenljit illi /'* 
Alas, poor Shakfpeare ! 

Jp- In the Appendix to the la/i and the tenth 
volume, that parting blow of Ariftotle-^Edmoni^ 
he rebukes, as well as rejeds, an emendation of 

Pope, 
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Popt, which he had previoufly adopted atnd 
«pprov4!d« 

' ^ His caption againft ^ capridpHS innoTa* 
fors*' wai^/ ia 4ihis itiftance^ aisd in ti«x>** or three 
more, " overwatched,**^ a Malonian trifyliabte 
(iiiilefs he chufesj the word being his own, to 
make it either two fyllables or four) which no 
di^ionary that ever I faw gives to him in the 
fcnfe, that, as I conjcdlure, he means to convey; 
I fuppofe him to mean, taken by furprize 5 or, 
in vulgar fpecch, caught napping. 

Now for this Malonian Bobadil^z planet- 
i):ruck dilgrace 1 this warning to all ^ood CbriC* 
tians againft his untimely end. 

W« were dead a/liep. 

Such is thb Malonian text ! which, of coHrfiv 
if undetedred, would be fuppofed the genuine. 

But Mr. Editor Steevens, who feems now and 
then to love mifchief, in this war of the pins and 
the needles, whifpers that " ofjleep,"* is what the 
old Copy had printed, confcquently intimates 
that ^Jleep is the word of fome capricious in* 
novator. 

* £rrtf/ffffir-- for two or three it iliouU be two or thretf 
^undred. \^Apemantu$. 

t N. B. He has the 'v«ry fame word (for he is bit with his 
tmn ofJkfUta nxrha) in the Appendix to volume the tenth, 
F^S* 577t to mark a fimilar impofition upon his amiable fim-j 
Slicity, though it played with edge tools in trufiing Pope. 

Edrnon^ 
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Edmond is, however, quite firm Upon the- fad* 
die, and retaining the new word " ajleep,** only 
fays '* the emendation is Mr. Pope's. Mal<me. 

But in the note abovementioned, (in which he 
orclaims with Adam — 

** I unweeting have offended unhappily deceived.") 

he does not replace the extruded and the 
injured word, but proceeds con fpirito^ and 
tnakes another corredlion of the ttxt, equally 
ingenious, but with ah advantage of being fup- 
ported by a new phrafe *' on Jleep,** which, 
though he has three authorities for it in other 
books, happens never to have been ufed by a 
poet, called Shakfpeare, whofe text he is in the 
a£l oinew making, and oiprofejfmg to rejiore. 

1^ " The note is like the fubjed, and your 
note is like his^ and I wifh (as Lord North fafd) 

(ajleep. 

** I could myfelfht dead} ^^ •^^^• 

i or 

\onJIeepr) [The Cynic. 

Example XVL 

* The firft copy reads— 

" Weeping again, the king, my fathers death.'* 

Tempefi. 

Edmond is perfuaded that againfl, is the real 
word ; and he fays, (with a dignity not inferior 
to that of Profpero) that agdin is inadroiffible. 

But 
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But why ? 

" Becaufe jRfri/«a/;^ afterwards tells us that he 
had been fhedding tears ever fince his father's 
death/* 

" Yet,*' fayif EdmQndi, who has always a cup of 
Lethe zx, hand for the poet, "as the author often 
forgets the different p^r^s of his own plays, I 
make no change/* 

f^ As the tears cannot fall at once, I fhould 
(iy, if I were a common pian (which I hope that 
I am too Malonian to be} that a young gentlemai\ 
who wept without ceafing, even if the words are 
literally t9]^en» wept '* ({gain'* at every new drop, 
or guih of )x\% t^ars. 

But 1 fhould alfo believ? th^t here the mode 
^f Speech is figurative J and it is proved by 
iijvfrgl incidents of the^ fon'5 condud, that he 
wa^ not uniformly pcgupied in lamenting with 
tears his father's death. It happens that ,hc i^ 
9t leifyrc enough to be in Iqve, and coquettes 
with Miranda sus prettily as could be defiredji 
after this prodigality of tears had begun its 
coqrfe by his account of it. 

Mpr)^ too th^ vcrfatility of n^ Aer^/— i. He 
is at Shakfpeare's elbow to give hirn a word, 
and far<;€s it upon hiqi— then (2) he is off in a 
tangfpt^ and Ic^^v^s the wprd, though inad- 
roiifibl^i '* becaufe the poet h^d no memory — of 

* I- &UMPXB 
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Example XVII. 

Firft copies— - - - My prime requeft. 

Which I do laft pronounce is, O you wonder* 
If you be maid or no. 

Miranda. -^^ No wonder, fir. 

But certainly a maid. 

All the comtTientators (and blefling on their 
heads!) adopt the change of this word into 
made. 

Some of them write their own credentials for 
the invention of it. But my Lord Ch. Jujlice 
Malone gives the palm to the anonymous edi-* 
tor of the fourth folio. 

" A inore wanton or quaint, and capriciouj^ 
innovation— 10 give your friopd his own words 
—never took its flight into an Editor's brain/^ 
fays my legal friend. 

'' The word maid is not only intelligible, but 
infinitely more natural and more delicate than 
to make Ferdinand afk her if Ihe is '* made** — - 
a very odd expreflion to denote the compliment 
(here fuppofed) oif afcribing to her a celejiial 
pre-eminence. 

^' The anfwer, \yhich, by a miracle of good for- 
tune, is retained, one Ihould have thought would 
have decided this great queftion ; for Miranda^ 
who was clofer to Ferdinand than Edmond is, 
(though I hope not clofe enough to wbi/per,) fup- 
ppfes him to have alked her- if fiie was a maid. 
But Malone does not mind bet, and converts 

her 
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her (with all his contempt for that Minuiian 
talent) into a punftcr. 

^' A little further on, which additionally con- 
firms the original text, Ferdinand fays to her— 

— — -^ Oh, if a virgin y 

And your afFeSion not gone forth, I'll make you 

The Queen of Naples. 

*' Edmond*s firft remark upon this paflage is 
•* that by the words, *' if a virgin" Ferdinand 
proves, he was not confcious that be had alked 
her if fhe was a maid or no;" forgetting that/f 
has often the import of the word Jince, and 
may, with propriety, have that import here. 

'^ It is true (fays he) that (he has told him 
Ihc is a maid, but this he appears to forget, 
which he could not have done if he had alked 
her himfelf. 

*' I have faid (my learned friend grows very ela- 
borate) the original reading was natural, and will 
explain myfelf: " I afk you, fays Ferdinand, 
oh you wonderful creature^ if you are what 
your exterior femblance imports, a maid; that 
is, an unmarried young woman, or what your 
celeftial beauty intimates, not a maid, but a 
goddefs.** [^Mr. Sergeant, oi Sergeant^ s Inn. 

^ — — occldiftis, amici, 
non fervaftis. 

Leave me to nature, my dear phyficians, without 
any of thefe alterative rejiorattves. They 
feally dilagree with my conflitution. 

[Shak/feare. 

L i EXAMPJLE 
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EXAMPI^E XVIIL 

Skfider.l*^! went to her in white, and ttitA mtrm. 

Malone.—'' The old Copy, by the inadvertence 
of the author or tranfcriber, reads ingreen^ (and 
in the two fubfequent fpeeches of Mrs. Page) 
inftead of /« wbite.^^ 

It reminds me of blind-man's buff. 

tf^hite and green^ and black and grey, 

Turn about three times, and catch who you may! 

N. B. The correftions (viz. of green into white J 
^yhich are fully juftified by what has preceded 
(p. 292) were made by Mr. Pope.** 

|i3" It muft never be forgot by the reader 
what Edmond fays of this " capricious innovator.'* 

£)CAMI^LS XIX* 

Edmond has rejiored a line which he fup-r 
pofes to have been dropt^ ox Jbuffied away by 
the copyift or compofitor, (for he is not fure 
which of the two offenders to ac^ufe) and as 
he is to perfonate Sbakfpeare^ it muft be owned 
that it is a very modeji imitation of the poet's 
manner. 

*' The Jim ^ Richard, Earl if ArundeV 

Example 
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Example XX« 

^- — Let me know my fault, 

[on] Tdiat emdition ftwrfa it* «fl^ wlierein ? 

Condition is hew explained by Jobnfon 

«* £)<fw of guilt.'* 

•which, for argument falce, I will readily af- 
funie to be a juft, (though it is rather a »e?v^/^ fenfc 
of the word. But Jobnfon having thus diSlion^ 
arized the word condition^ changes on, without 
faying *« with your leave, or by your leave," into 
the word in. But which^ is more Anti^Malonian^ 
he defies ail the particles ia Shakfpeare, and 
feems to 4demand the right of omitting, adding, 
or altering fuch Jittlc fcraps, juft as his im- 
preflion of the fenfe or metre (hall direft. 

Edmond,-^thQ vir;gin editor^ — implicitly adopts 
a new word into the text, .and fupports it by one 
of bis lively arguments. In^ according to him, 
was the original word, becaufe the anfwer is 
" In the condition;** but he forgets that /», is, 
or may be, an anfwer to wherein. The word 
^and appears more fuitable to on ; but at leaft, 
Dn is very intelligible, and that is ground enough 
on which the accurate report Ihould ftaiyl in 
.rcfifting any change whatever. But we forget 
that no changes of the moon are fo numerous, 
or Xp iaconftant as the vlciiHtudes of his faith. 

L 3 Poj^ 
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Pope*s Reftoratives. 



Example XXI. 

Five complete lines omitted in later editions^ 
but found in the earlieft, (A. D. 1598.} have 
been replaced in the text by Mr. Pope, who is 
called^ by Edmonds the capricious innovator. 

One fhould have thought Edmond would have 
fmiled — with Jupiter in good fpirits^— or nodded 
approbation from the jovial Jiar^ upon this 
anomaly in bim^ becaufe it would be reSlitude 
in others^ but mofl: of all, in the Edmondiani\ 
that he would have faid '' well done^ thank you» 
" Mn Pope, &c." 

So far from it, that he rejects what has been thus 
replaced, and ihuts the door againil thefe native 
inhabitants of the text. *' Why ?" becaufe he 
does not like them, and chufes to fuppofe the 
poet rejeded them. 

The paflage is full of bombafti with or with- 
out the litigated claim of thefe v(srfes. But they 
happen to be in themfclvcs very beautiful, and 
very like Shakfpeare. 

Their only fault confidered as parts of the 
text, is the length of the parenthefis. But Ed- 
mond, (of all the birds in the air J fliould be mer- 
ciful 
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tiful to that fault as an exemplary bbfervcr o^ 
Naf ban's Canon. 

Yet, for the fake of his dear probabilities^ 

he has put the lines into hooks [ ] but he 

ridicules the very argument on which that ex^ 
trtifion is founded, which, in ad, he confirms 
and approves. 

Example XXIL 

** And fay what ftore of parting tears were Ihed,*'-^ 
** Faith, none [fdr] me.** 

L e* none, upon my account, or for my part* 

The editor of the fecond folio (in geh£ral, 
£dtnond*8 averfion,) has altered the wordyir into 
the word \hy\ I fuppofe becaufe they dri like 
oneAndtbet! 

The king is interrogatiilg the guide of the 
bahi0ied Hereford^ who means to intimate in 
his reply that no love had been loft between 
them, 

'* Faith, noneyj^r me — none upon ttiy account 
*-*■•• tibht for ine'* (by either of us.) 

A pailage more intelligible cannot well be 
imagined* 

fCf" I am this moment infofroed by t little 
girl who was hunting for me in the Appendix 
to the tenth volume^ that one of Edmond's pe-^ 
nitentials there (which are as numerous almoft 
as the pages) touches upon this Tarquini/mofhx^ 
L 4 own. 
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bwn, i^irhichfic rieprdbates^ though with le& alngbr 
than he has in general exprelTed againft t!he 
jevities of his Critical deportment. 

*' I have adopted (be fays) aki emendaitio* 
*' made by the Editor of rite Second :Foiio» but 
'' without neceffity/v 

*' For me/' may mean •' on my part^* Thiw 
we fay, "/^r me^ I am content, &c. where thcfc 
words have the fame Signification as here." 

Malone. 

Example XXIIL 

Mr. Editor Stetvens^ who has an averfion to 
fonnets, like the hMred of a Monts^ue tp a 
Capulet^ after abufing thofe l)f Shaikfpeare, apq- 
cufes the early editors of depraviqg his mife- 
rabk conceits, and, with his aCcuftomed wit, 
compares the paflage as it Aahdib, after bit alte- 
i-ation, to the coiltrivatace tjf the late Mr» Rich, 
^' in making Harlequin jump down his «wn 
throat/* 

Edmond vindioatea the fafi^ge, but ^ot the 
Harlequin procefs^ which he ttirns qpon the 
innovator, and fays, in a very affediog iii£inner, 
that it is very hard he, Shakfpeafe, Aiould bean- 
fwerable for what he has mU written. 

The paflage is^— 

Pity the world otieire this glufton be. 

To cat the world's due hy the grave <rf'thefc» 

Stcever.g 
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Sl^wnft ftlteri^ I^m^ 

ie thy grave and thee. 

i. c. be at once thyfelf and thy gmw. 

He ha4 prefaced the alteratioA ihu^— 

'* I i^d^ piteous conftraint (to veftd fucii ihiff 
at all!) &<:. 

tht fexplanatiott ti the original piifiS^ by 
EdfHoni in with a hecatomb of notes to its honor. 

iPSh " The ifteaffiAg feems >tO be this— 

•* Pity the world, which is daily depopulated 
by the grave! and fcegct chikiren in order to 
fupply the lofs! or if you do not fulfil this 
lluty^ acknowI^»dge> thvt as a glutton fwallows 
mnd iconfumes mors than is fiiihcient for his 
H)wn Cupport ; fe you, "vA^ by the cootfe of 
>i<iiitt}re, tnttft die, and by poor retniffnefs, ane 
likely ^0 dte thikllefe ; ^chus, ^' isvin^ond dying 
in fingle bleflednefs/* confume and defhroy the 
world's due, to the defolation of ^hich ytni will 
doubly contribute, 2« by thy death, 2. by dying 
childlefs!*' 

'• He confiders the propagation lof the iTpecies 
las the "tdorld's dut, -as ii right to which it is en- 
titled, and trhich it may detnatid from txtry 
inarvidiuil/' 

.gj^ Qne (faould really thimk (Edmoitd wiis u 
^dwife» 

§3- There is a very marked inftance of Ed- 
moiid's wil in page 139 of his tenth volume. 

It 
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It is a note upon this line in the Rape of 
Lucrece. 

<< To blot old books, and alter their contents.*' 

'* Our author probably^ little thought/' fays 
Kdmond, fmiling (but in fcorn) at the capricious 
innovator, ''when he wrote this line, that his 
own compofitions would afford a more (hiking 
example of this devaflation than any that has 
appeared fince the firft ufe of types. Malone^ 

Example XXIV. 

The word tbwartings interpolated by poor 
ftih, is at once adopted upon the hypotheils 
that fome of the letters dropt out^ and that Mr. 
Compfitor, to reftore the word by conjeStun 
(not, I hope, an offence, per Jet) produced the 
word things. . 

The folio reads — 

You might have been enough the man you are 
By ftriving lefs to be fo.— Leffer had been 
The things of your difpofitions if 
You had not (hewed them how yon weredifpofed, 
*Erc they jacked power to crofs you. 

" N. B. This emendation by Tih (half rifing 
from his earth like Antieus) is it feems an m- 
provement of Rowe. But I have the mil^fortune 

to 
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to think Rowe is much happier becaufe more 
natural and lefs quaint. 

" the things that thwart.** 

It is alfo full as reconcilable^ (i. e. not recon« 
cilable at all) to the hypothefis of the reftoring 
compqfitor^ for if he had entirely deranged the 
wordj and fpilc the letters^ 1 cannot imagine upon 
what principle of a compofitor's fancy^ he coined 
the word things^ by conjcdure without premifes 
—a compofitor is not prone to conjedural cri-« 
ticifm^ that ever I knew^ any more than a (hort 
hand writer. {T^he Sergeant. 

ffjT - • - • Sanus utrifque 
Auribus atque oculis* 

N. B. Whenever Edmond cbufes to reftorc by 
rejedlAg the original tranfcript, he has one or 
other of the following folutions ready for him 
in the hand of the fairies. 

1. A compofitor's heteropticifm or glancing 
eye. 

2. The confufed ♦ ear of the copyift. 

3. Letters dropped out or Jbuffied out amongft 
the types. 

* " Not working with his ^r— without his ear. 

Hen. V. 
N. B. The copyift has an ear not unlike that of the Iriih 
echo. 
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Example XXY* 

Norfolk ! fofare as to an enemy. 

Pare is the old word, and the meaning is clear. 
They had patched up a kind of armiflice, and 
are taking their leave. Hereford fays, fare as 
well as I can wifti an enemy to fare % i.^cnot 
beloved, but fafe upon the faith of honor 
pledged. 

The word fare is changed by fubfequent editors 
into^ir. 

It is enough to fay that it is not wanted. Bat 
the reqfon for it^ and the fupport of the reafon, 
are of all refinements the moft entertaining. It 
efci^ped from Johrfau^ but n caught by jE^ 
iH(md^ who finds k and wni{M it vp in Doihr 
Suifilis's cloak. 

Dr. JohnforC% Reafou.y^^^^ So far f|S unto 
mine enemy I have addirelj^ myfeif to thee— 
now I addrefs you, with kindnefs^ and with ttfh' 
dernefs — *^ corfkfsyonr treafmis r 

N, B. I have heard and fccn very Similar in- 
ftances of endearment in the late Sir John Fielding 
of Bow Street, Covent^ Garden — in a cat when 
playing with a moufe — and in Do^or Johnfon*% 
tendernefs for the ^bampons of OJftan. 

Support of the reafon.J 

*' Surely /^rd" was a mif-print for the vfox^farre, 
the old fpelling of the word now placed in the 

tQXt. 

The 
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Th* meaning may be •* fo much civility aa am 
enemy has a right to, I offer thee.** 

If N. B. He is rather (hy of the Bow Street 
Graces, imitated by John/on, though he adopts 
the firft batch of his comment. 

2. N. B. The original word, as I have ex- 
plained it, and as it explains itfelf, admits c^ 
the very fame import which Edmond here gives 
to the fubjiituted, and (he muji excufe me this 
Ofice if I addj) the interpolated word. 

Miu. Felix, 
Making a bow, and with 
his bat in hta hand« 

By the way, — this reminds me of another cir- 
cunrrftance in Edmond, which marks cixnfuin- 
mate ability in his Anti^Malonian expofition of 
the fame pretty little v^otAfar. 

** You fpcak him far.'* Cytnheline. 

" When I was more a friend to conjefture than 
I am at prefcnt, I Juppojed Shakfpeare might 
have written 

You fpeak Yivcafair. 

'^ But the old reading is probably right. 

Malone^ 

You are laviifa in your encomiums upon him-— 

your elogium has a wide compafs. \Malone. 

Who would not fuppofe that Malone was the 

Pythagoras who had made this ingenious dif-* 

ipovery upon the anvil of his own brain ? 

But 
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But the author oftbf Revi/al, &c, &c. publiflicd 
in 1765, had written page 469 of that work, in 
which arc to be found the words following — 

" You fpcak Vim far:* 

*' That is, you praife him to a great extent.** 

^ •«*- — *^ ,^ .^ potefne 
ex his ut proprhitn quid nofcere ? 

[Horace's queftion to Edmoncl. 

N. B. Admire! fagacious reader, firft, the 
utter fuppreffion of the fad that Edmond*% pa- 
tent, as the expofitor of the word far, had been 
preoccupied by the town-clerk of Exeter^ 

N. B. Admire, in the fecond place, with how 
much addrefs he fuperfedes the law which he made 
for himfelf ; i. e. made either for an adive de- 
partment, or zjine^cure, — ad libitum of the judge 
and the executioner. 

The law may be found in his preface, page 
liv. ** I have, in general, given the true expli- 
cation of the palTage by whomfoever made with- 
out loading the page with unfqccefsful attempts, 
&c.'* 

He does not there lay in wpvds and Syllables^ 
that he gives the name of each expofitor, but 
he fays it by what feenfis tcF be his general habit« 

TJie very note imnaediat^Iy following thi» 
proves it amongft a thoufand other inftances of 
the fame kind* It is a mere explication of an- 
other paffage, aad ^hich farniflies an additional 

argu- 
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argument in fuppoit of the comment previoufly 
made by the author of the Revrfal^ yet he afligns 
the name of the isxpofitor^ who happens to be 
the uDTOKforaf Johnfon himfelf* 

«* I do extend him. Sir, within himfelf.*^ 

•* Note, ** my praife, however extenfive, \% 
within his merit.** {jfobn/on^ 

But he difpenfes with his habit in the paflage 
before us, with a turn of his phaeton, that equips 
him as a charioteer for a feat upon the minifterial 
bench in the Houfe of Commons. In otiier 
wordjs, he makes thedifcovcry of another Archi- 
medics paf$ for his own^ by paraphrafing it* 

[Probatum eft. 

Apropos — my unpolifhed habits of nature iii 
the paffion for truth, which old age can with 
difficulty fubdue, compel me to fay that Ed* 
mond*s predecelTor, the ingenuous Mr. Editor 
Steevens, appears to have read the line of 

•* Dolus an virtus^ &C." 

with zealous attention to its principle. 

But he generally iixycrts Edmond^s procefs,: 
and abbreviates inftead of dilating the fup- 
preilion of the loan. 

Take, for an example, the following inftance^ 
efpecially as it bears upon this very Mr. Heath, 
who is the author of the Revifaly and whom I 
have the honor veiy often to meet (though I 

fuppofe 
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fuppofe better dreiSbd) in tJi« nofiey /of^Q«Qi^ 
smd of Edroond-^ 

^* The force of his own merit raalres hw ways— * 
a gift that heaven giws. for fiUpa-wwhich hny% 
a placp nej^t the king/' Siaijpeare. 

•• That x\ aj$.he is a man of qo parentsige or 
/ortune^ and confequently unable, of himfelf^ 
to ufe^ by intereft or purch^f?, his meri; js the 
parcbafc^ which Heavenji to whom he is in-^ 
dcbted for it, lays down for him, and thereby 
4dvance$ hin^ to the higbeft prcferipente" 

Bfatb. 

83* " What he i$ unable to give himfelC Hea- 
ven |;ives or depofits for him^ and that gift or 
4cppfit^ buys him a place/* Steevens. 

J anp forry to add^ that Edmonds who imitates 
occafioinally all the editors^ (as Ti^//y did atl th? 
orators) is not univerjally a mgfter of this talent i 
for I remember fmiling at a romantic delicacy 
of the laid Edmonds in telling us that Shalcf- 
peare borrowed hints of a particular fcenc in the 
Naming of the Shrev)^ from an old play of that 
f;^l1e title, which is republiflied, and which he 
h(|d Aated himfelf as the rgenerai ground work 
of Shakfpeare^s play ; but he adds, with Spanifl) 
punctilio, *' as Mr. Steevens has obfcrvcd,** 
though nothing was ever more trivial than his 
femark, or more deceitful into the bargain, if 
it iniinuates that no other fimtlitude can be 
found { — as it happens that Shakfpeare*s play is 
almoll a copy of the old one in the general ar- 
rangement I 
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cai^ement; in the ln«teml ificident»j and lA 
the point as well as the turn of the charaAers. 

This reminds me of another habit in editors 
priskSkd, that of aiTerting whatever is conve^ 
nienff though furc to be refuted by authorities 
if coilfulted. 

For example^ Mr. Editor Stavens is kind 
enough to aflert as a fad— <in which Edmund 
coincides with him~'(and the Gboft tf tbi 
Royal Dane is of the fame opinion) that Shakf- 
pcare did not write the firft play called ** The 
Taming of the Shrew.** 

Biit as no felf-eviderit, of unlntereftlrtg pro- 
pofition can be too well proved^ he add$, that 
it is meanly written, (the firft play) that Shakf-^ 
peare todk nothing from it but the order of the 
fcenes, and a few lines which he may have 
thought worth preferviiig, 

*' The Fairy S^ueen^^ is ndt ttore fabulous 
fhjfti every fyllablc of that aflirtlon, though de- 
livered by the Mirror of truth, Mr. Editor 
Steevens^ and this, accompanied by k ttitttnct 
to a fad that can fpeak for itfelf ;— as that firft 
play i^ republiftied. 

The fecond (or Sbakfpearc*s) play is in Jnaily, 
and elTential particulars of charader, of incident, 
and of feledled phrafe» almoft a lame copy of 
the driginaL 

The adventure and the occafion of the mar« 

riage, the condud, and in general what is called 

♦ M the 
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the dinouement (or, in our languagej the cvolti- 
tion of plot) arc, in genefal, dofcly the fame in 
both. 

- The undrcfs of Petruchio at the marriage — the 
Abrupt and the humorous journey after it— ^the 
mock-ruffian quarrels with his cook and the 
other fervants — the beef and muftard fccne with 
Grumio — the dialogue with Meffieurs the ha- 
berdalhcr, and the taylor — Petruchio's return — 

" E'en in thcfe honeft meane abilamcnts." 

(a line taken from the firfl play, word for word.) 
The fun called the moon, and vice versd, by 
the reformed and gentle Kate — the cap trod 
under the foot— the ledure of Catharine to her 
lifters — the hand offered in one. play, in the 
other placed under Petruchio's feet, are, with 
many others, marked circumftances of merit iii 
the original play, and of Shakfpeare's obliga- 
tions to it, though it may be fuperfluous to add, 
that he has, in general, as well as elfewhere, 
improved upon his model. 

^(3r A fimilar inftfince of the poetical editor's 
quid libet audendi potejias, in the fhape of a lite- 
rary theft called plagiarifm, occurs in the fol- 
lowing paflage-— 

" Blow till thou burft [thee] wind." 

[Thee3 is an emendation by Simpfoh.^-^It is, 
at leaft, a very ingenious one. 

Afr. Editor Steevens makes it his own, plays 
with it a little, and then gives it up, retaining 

the 
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the word '' ihyr which Edmond, but I darci 
fay not in carneft, adopts. 

Another and fimiiar inllance of this playful 
talent^ which appropriates to A the literary 
goods and chattels of B^ is before me. Says the 
old copy— 

- - - - There is no foul. 

No, not fo much perdition as an hair. 

Rowe^ Pope, and JVarburtoh changed it thus*^ 

There's no foul [loft.] 

The Author af the Revifal, in a very fcnfible 
note, replaces and vindicates the original. 

Steevens implicitly follows hini, and adoptsi 
his argument, but without a hint that he had 
been thus anticipated, and pre-occupied 

Example XXVI. 

tiis lettters are his mind — not I, my Lord. 

Lord is interpolated by Ca|^> but the inters 
pblation is adopted as a corredtion, which, in 
Edmond'% words, is/' certainly right;" but 
ftill of this interpolating Cap^, not a fy liable 
is to be found which intimates praife ; nor is he 
named amongft the editors by Edmond, but in 
a lift of the money which each of them has re« 
teived ; and in which lift, I hope, Edmond has 
OQtftripped them alU though Mr. Bojhvell inti- 
mates that he has given his edition to the public 
for nothing but fame. 

M 2 §3- 1 can-^ 
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9^ 1 CMtiot hate a better place for an apra:^ 
pos upon the fubjeiS: df this gcntlematti for 
fuch be was in birth add m manner^. It has 
httvi Che falhioit for all the editors of his time; 
without exception^ to depreciate his laboMt 
and his critical merit which has beenaeeoitK. 
plifhed in two wdyt; the firft^ by laughing at 
his quaint and pedantic itjrle as a writer; the 
focond> by adopting his very ufefol difcoveries 
and making fuch difcoveries their own. 

Some proofs out of many (hall here be inferred. 

.*' With hirft (Shakfpeafe) a change of fcenc 
generally implies a change of plaee^ but airways 
an entire evacuation of it. Cl^Cl. 

Steevens, who wrote after Ca^d* withbut a 
hint that fuch a man as <Ca{ftI ever exifled^ or 
any man who had ever dreamt of this key but 
himfelf^ writes the following words — 

** A change of fcene with Shakfpeare moft 
Commonly inlplies a change ofplace^ but always 
an entire evacuation iaf the ftage« 

2. '* In Merry Wives, &c. Shakfpeare made 
nfe of fome incidents in a book mentioned, be** 
fore^ // Petorvne* k is probable this novels in ati 
(rid Engli/b drefi; was traafplanted into a footifli 
•book^ ^^ the foriunatfi the demwi^ and thearir^ 
fortunatt lovers.** «> . . 

There is a^ like ftory in the Piac^wli N^tti di 
Straparola^ Ca|rt* 

SteevenS.^^^^ A ^w iA die iitcidenta in this cc^ 
medy might have been taken front Ibme aid traitf* 
lation of t&e // Pecorone. 

•^havc 
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. *' I have lately met with the fame llory in a 
very contemptible performance—** the fortunate ^^ 
the deceived^ and the unfortunate lovers. A 
fomething limilar ftory occurs in the Piacevoli 
Hotti di Straparolo. Mr. Sieevens. 

And fuch is the addrefs of rival editors ! I am 
happy that Edmonds who had read Mr. Capers 
hint, and Mr. Steevens's improvement of it (by 
making it bis own) has given the palm of difco- 
very, to the fecond of the difcoveries (Hiber- 
nice) without condefcending even to name 
the firft. In Bijhop Hurd on poetical imitation^ 
I fee nothing to be named with fuch a mi^ 
racle as the coincidence I have remarked, for 
>re TOvft believe that Steevens made the two 
ri^marks without any ufe of UttfA, though he 
muft have read him, or that he took what he 
found in him^ and (as in olhtvfummary changes ^) 
altered the marks to pafs the article for his own. 
This problem I leave to Edmond*s ingenuity 
und zeal for the caufe of truth. M. F. 

J3P* Since I wrote this note I faw the exe- 
cuton of Mr. Cayel, by Edmond, page 392, nor 
will I fay any word in his favor again. 

We are told, " that he has hung himfelf in 
chains over the poet's grave, as the late Bilhop of 
Gloucefter^Vj/J/y faid** (this may be excellent ze;// 
mod jujice too, but it furpaffcs my intelled) 
^* th£(t he has boafted of his emendations in his 
preface, as being in their number equal to thofe 
pf all th^ oilier editors and commentators put 
M 3 together. 
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together. That in truth, out of three hundred 
and twenty^five emendations which Edmond 

(^' good eafy man*') 

had once thought he (Cdfiel) had properly re-- 
ceivcd into his ttxl^orty alone were his own 
T^two hundred and eighty-five^ thofc of other 
editors and commentators — that his innovations 
adopted from pthers, or introduced by him from 
ignorance of the ancient phrafeolpgy and cuf- 
toms^ are nine hundred and twenty-two II V" 

f Peace to his manes ! 

" I had rather leave them to this gibbet of in- 
famy than refpitc php execution by anatomizing 
the accufer. \Cynic. 

A young friend of mine has taken it up, and 
thinks he has refuted Edmond in a volume 
(quarto) which it has not occupied more than 
five years to digcft. M. F. 

N. B. I once thought a cut upon Mr. Collet 
rather fevere, and fomewhat ill bred, as if he 
had been a Cd{ieL in the fame volume. ** Mr. 
Toilet very idly fuppofes i** but happily for Mr: 
Tollet'% fame, he fays, in the fame volume, that 
he, himfelf, had been a very idle conjeSurer, 
pag. 289, ^^ I once idly conje&ured^' &c. 

[Malonei. 

To refume the executed C^P^L omnes per 
fnortes animam fontem^ it fhould, perhaps, be a 
Canon, *' that accuracy of truth is out of its ele-r 
pent, when a devoted editor is to be immolated, 

•:' '■ w? 
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We are told, page 467, that Mr. Cd^I ad- 
tnired, as well as recognized, the genius of 
Shakfpeare in Titus Andronicus ; and the mode 
of afcribing this opinion to Cd^L is a noafter 
piece of rhetoric before we come to the fadt, — I 
Ihall quote Edmond*s words. " It muft prove a 
circumftance of confummate mortification to 
the living critics on Shakfpeare, as well as a 
dilgrace to the memory of thofe who have ceafed 
to comment and collate (a paraphrafe of an 
Editor's death) when it fhall appear from the 
fentiments of one of their own fraternity (who 
cannot well be fufpeded of Afinine taftelejfnefs 
or Gothic prepojfeffions) [how delicate and poA 
liflied is this irony !] that we have been all here 
miClaken as to the merits and the Author of this 
play. It is fcarce neceffary to obferve that the 
perfbn exempted from thefa fufpiciohs, is Mr. 

Let us here paufe, and let us interrogate the 
reader what he expeSs to find, but that C^I 
bad the Afinine tafteleflTnefs and Gothic pre- 
poiTeilions of an editor and critic, who not only 
was of opinion that Shakfpeare had written this 
play; but that in defiance of the other editors, 
thought it was a very excellent jplay, and worthy 
of the Author's genius. 

Accordingly he tells us more in detail what 
Mr. (^afiel thought, viz. *' that in this play, 
^' generally, to the editor* s eye (his own) Shakf- 
^* peare iftand^ confeffcd; that in particular the 
ff fhird a£l may be read with admiration, even 
M 4 ''by 
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*' by the moft delicate, who, if they were not 
^' without feelings, may chance to be touched 
^' by it with fuch paflipns as tragedy Ihoulc} 
^' excite, that is^ terror and pity,'* 

Then comes, by way of note, the following 
paflage — ** It were injuftice not to remark that 
** the grand and pathetic circuwjiances^ in thu 
*' third ^S, iihich^ we are told, cannot fail tQ 
<^ excite fuch vehement emotions, arc as foU 
^* lows— 57/«j lies down in the dirt — Aar^n 
^^ chops off his l^tf»^-T-Saturninus fends him the 
^' head of his two fonSy and his own hand 8^in» 
^* far a prefent^his heroic brother^ Marcus^ kills 
^' afiyr 

Is ic not evidently intended by the anatomift 
in this paflage, to i'mpute that Mr. ^9fA not 
only in general admired this play, but fele<3:ed 
as the peculiar obgeAs pf his praife, thefe ffr^d 
?ind pathetic circumfiances which have been here 
f^numerated? juft, in ihort, as if C^W^ ^^^ 
faid, that a delicate reader of thefe very ineidents 
muft, upon their account, be deeply intepefted 
and affeded, if he has any feding;, 

The more I fink the candour of this reference 
to ^BtffA, the more I raife the ingenuity of it| 
the more I lift the editor into the poet— 

" Sic verisfalf(i remijcet, 

*f Primo ne medium^ medio m dijcreftt imumJ^ 

A verfe exaftly applicable to his management^ 
for if he had ftated the whole paflage^ he woul4 
havp incurred the fidicqlc of a dtfcrepancy, to 
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life the Horatian wor^t and which ppetsalone^ by 
their command over the materials of ixiifbt caa 
avert* 

Firft, Mr. Cflfd happens to agree with all 
the editors and critics upon the merits of this 
play in general^ which coincidence x>f opinio^ 
he happens to ^xprefs^ aiid which expreffion 
particularly applies to the very incidents that 
£i/sir^»i reprefents to have plea&d him {(C^ffi) 
the moft^ as thofe in which^ aocordiag to bimp 
the geniys of Shakfpeare ftaqds (peculiarly) con- 
fefled. 

It will not be at once believed by thoiie who 
are fuparficially acquainted with Malonian ad* 
dre/s, that C^pl has written ai^ follows, and 
that E4mond*^ acate perception, has quite qyitx-^ 
looked the palTage* 

" It has been alledged" (he fays) '' that it is 4 
^' very bundle of horrors^ and unlike the poet's 
*f manner, and even the ftyleof his other pieces* 

*' All which allegations are extremely true HI'* 

Had Edmond quoted this paiTage, he could 
liot have faid, without imitiny againft the 
Horatian Canon laft mentioned, .that 4^91*1 
found all the other odito^ ipiftakoi^ as to the 
merits of this piecf. 

It would have a di/crepancy of parts in his 
drainatic ftrudlure of the Satyr. FJe therefore 
drops or fpillsit (like the vowel in $hakelpeare's 
.name.)-^That tomiiEon is aw fpecimpn of his 
genius. 

<a.) The 1^^/ is, that he cojpies words out of 
Jh? CQi^lcxt^ which really are there, omitting 

three 
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three or four little words that are ncceflary parts 
of the fentence, and qualify the affertion. 

He defcribes him as pronouncing that (ge- 
nerally) in this play, " Shakfpeare ftands con- 
fefled," leaping over three words, and which 
I beg leave to infert " injome places.*^ 

Now I apprehend it is very confiftent with 
his general approbation of the judgement pafied 
by ail the other editors and critics (and which 
he has diftindlly expreflcd in words that are 
marked as well as clear) that he fhould admire 
Jomt farts of i\)e toork^ and think them fublime 
or pathetic. 

It is alfo equally felf-evident that if he had 
not ftated thefe parts which he admired the 
moft, he would be underftood as meaning the 
Jentiments and expreffions abftradled from that 
bunch of horrors which he had previoufly re- 
probated. 

: 3. But now for another ftroke of addrefs! 
i^tSgiA lays particular Arefs upon the third z,€t^ 
and fays, '* that no reader, let him be ever fo 
'^ delicate, can read this ad without fuch env)? 
" tions as terror and pity excite;* • 

Upon which, before I was fraternized into 
a Malone, I fhould have remarked, firft, that 
notWathftanding the horrors enumerated by Ed- 
jfnond, as occurring in this aA, it might con- 
tain very afFcding thoughts, and very fublime 
br beautiful expreffions. I fhould alfo have in- 
ferred (fecondly) that Mr. Cd^tf meant (upon 
pvcry ingenuous principle of conftruing his 

words) 
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words) to detach thefe topics of his praife from 
thofe paflages of favagc and of dilgufting horror 
which he had in general difapproved* The very 
expreffion of this criticifm denotes this peculiar 
diftindlion. tie does not fay the delicate will 
be offended by no paflages in this adt, but that 
it may be read with admiration^ by the delicate^ 
who may chance to find themfelves touched by 
it, &c. that is, touched by what they reaJ, 
which are the words and thoughts. 

Whether he is correft in this judgement, or 
inaccurate, is another queftion; but which, at 
Icaft, may admit of difcuflion without imputing 
the Afinine or the Gothic^ to his (invented) ap- 
probation of the chopped heads ^ the chopped hand, 
or the killed fly. 

I am, however, Gothic enough to be fo far 
of Mn Cdj^rs opinion, that I fee many lines in 
this adt, which are to my conception, worthy 
of Shakipeare, and fuperior infinitely to the reft 
of this play, as well as to the general ftyle of 
his cotemporaries. 

4. I have not yet parted finally with Ed- 
mond's unexampled addrefs in this anatomy of 
(!pa^ as a butcher, who delighted in human 
Jhamhles^ &c. 

He adually, by a reference that follows, en- 
ables the reader to foften, if not refute the whole 
drift of his charge ajid proof. 

He refers to a note by Farmer^ which note, 
with no inferior fpirit of candour to that of his 
friend, having ftatcd the admiflion of thefe de- 
formities^ 
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fprmities^ rkiicules xhc apology for them by 
CA)^ as if it l}ad been this^ ^i^, '' that Shakf- 
^y peare muft have been guilty gf them becaufe 
" others were." 

The fad is, that CitfA does «o fuch thing. 
JHQs courfc of argjutpcnt is this, in which I fee 
nothk^ vei7 Go/Wr or ytty JJmine^ 
. He firft adout^ the gejoeral charge agaioft this 
jplay. 

But he denies that neceffarily Shakfpearf can?- 
iu>t have written it inercly upon that ^ccouac* 

He then gives the reafons of his opinion that 
he did write it. . 

One of them is, that itpaffed for his work. 

A fecond, that it was much adioired^ 

A third, that it was the tafte of che age; 
which he exemplifies in other plays, not even in- 
sinuating, that it was therefore necefliinly thp 
tafte of Shakfpeare, but that it makps the ob>- 
jedion to it as being bis work, not, of it&lf, <k- 
cifive. 

He then adds his opinion, '^ that Shaklpc^re's 
*^ genius appeajEv in Jome parts of ibis play ^ and 
" particularly in ijie ad which he commends/* 

To infer from this contextj firft, that Ca|l^ 
admires the work in general ; fecondiy, that he 
admires the cbopped beads, &c. or, thirdly, 
(which is inconfiftent with fuch in:iputationsJ 
that he juftijies the deformities becaufe if others 
would have written them, Shakfpeare muji have 

written 
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written thetti» U, perhapi^ the ii^ ^/^^ uUra^ 
even df a modem editof *s d^lisacy and reaf&ning. ' 
Nl B. Of this ad Edmond fays, ••^ that it is 
bigUy probable /*^ y?^o;irif fcen^ i^as added! by 
Shakfpeare'' — yet in* that feeiie is the very paflkgei 
of the Myo&bonous hero which Edmond has 
treated with ftich ridicule^ add the folldwifig 
lines to which none can be fu|>eriM in the reft 
of the piece for abfu^ky. 

Of get fome little knife bctwech tfiy teeth. 
And juft againft thy heart make then a hde^ 
That all the tea^s thit thy poor eyes let fall. 
May fua iato the fink, aad foaking in. 
Drown the lamenting fool in fea<^falt tears. 

Mar**^h\2^\ my Lord> I have but killed a fly. 

7//* — But how, if that fly had a father and mother ? 
. How would he hang his (lender gilded wings^ 
And buzz lamenting doings in the air i 
Poor harmlcfs fly. 
That with his preffy buiizlng 
Catte here to make tr^ iherry, and thou haft 
killed him. 

jl/tfr.— Pardon me, fir, it was a black V^UkViSi^A fly. 
Like to the Emprefs, moot» therefore I kfHed 
him. 

77/.— O! O! O! 

• • We are not brought fo low 

Biit that between lis we can kill a fly 

That comes in Kkenefs of a coal black moor. 

ICJ* It appears that " por Tib"* confidered 
it as no play originally of Shakfpeare, but as 
hftVing received the addition of '' majierly 
Jirokes'* by bim, as having been improved by 

him^ 
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him> introduced by bim^ and afcribed' for thofc 
re^fons to bim^ This he reprcfents to be in-^ 
iconteftible. ": 

Between this opinion and that of Cl^L there 
is a mere (hade of difference. 

Dr. John/on fees no reafon for believing that 
he wrote any part ^ but having added that Ra^ 
venfcroft, who revi/ed it in the reign of Charles 
the Second^ fuppofed^. in parts of it, the hand 
of Shakfpeare^ he only (ays that he does not 
find thofe touches very difcernible* Mr. War^ 
ner^ we find (in Mr. Farmer's note) has differed 
from his friend Mr. Upton, who is peremptory 
in rejedling it. 

Entelr Mr. Steevens. — In him we (hall have 
at \tz&. fancy in fiatements of thefaS. 

In ^itus AndronicHS he afTerts that^ i. no 
quibbles appear; 

2. No play upon words. 

3. No diffyllabic or trifyllabic terminations^ 
that ergo, it is not written by Shaki^are. 

1. Oracle— 

" No quibbles." 

To the tomb of the AndronicK 
(pag-38i-) 

How many fons of mine haft thou in ft ore ^ * 
That thou wilt never rtnder to me moref 

2. Oracle.-^ 

« No play upon words.*\ 

: ■; • And 
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And fet a head on a headlefs Rome. ' 

- - • Whofe virtues will, I hope, \ 

ReJUR on Rome, zsHtan*s rays on earth, - , ' 
And r/]f^» juftice. 

i. e. as the ibn ripens a melon. 

He is not wiih him/el/^ let us withdraw. 

Renowned Titus— More than half my foul, 
. And fafter bound to Aaron's charming eyes, 
Than is Prometheus iy*d to Caucafus. 

Oracle 2* P^^^ '• 

" No diffy liable terminations.-* 

In the very next page of Malone, after he has 
quoted, and has domiciled this oracle of Stee- 
vens, we difcern the two following lines — 

The Greeks, upon advice, did bury \A^ax. 
How Troy was burnt, ^^d he made mifer|^^//. 

There are twelve more inftanccs of the fame 
kind in t\i^ firjl a£l alone. 
Part a. Oracle 3, 
" No trifyllabic terminations/' 

Titus thou fhalt obtain and afk the \empery: 

I 1 ' I 

Will you beftow them friendly on tin\drO'ni-cus. 

I 2 3 

Now, Madam^ you are piis'ner to zn\emperor. 

Example XXVH. 

Canon within a Canon* 

A reftoring phyfician Ihould approve no redo- 
ratives but his own. IVarwick Lane. 

Thefc 
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Thcfc lily lipsy 

This cherry nofi* Midf. N. Dream. 

Mr. Tbeoiald has introduced trows fot the 
fake of the rhime^ which, except in this vcrfe, 
is uniformly fuftained in thefe couplets. 

Dr. fVarburion has adopted the intrudef, and 
(like certain other editors of my acquaintance) 
has made him pafs for his own creature by the 
Xoldier-like word of Bardolph accommodate. 

^bey little dreamt that if the rhime of Irovos 
to nofe could be received, nofe wouKd be the 
rhime of brows to all critical eternity in the 
future accent of that word as pronounced by a 
reader to a copyift in profe or in verfe. 

Edmond refufcs to admit the caprice 0/ the 
innovation^ and rehabilitates the lips. 

He is fond of lips. 

He fays (with Shylock's '• excellent young 
man/* or Daniel the fecond) that neither eyes 
nor ears of a copyift miftook, or could htvc 
miftaken brows for lips. 

** True, oh king," anfwers Tbeobald*s gbojl. 
But we are told in Elyjium, that words drop 
out of your printing machines, and }uftifyjv0« 
when it is your will and pleafure to pick them 
up, on grounds of coojed:ure. But, perhaps, 

Turpe putas pjirere minoribus, 

83h After all, it muft be confcffed, that 
Metbufalem^ in the nine hundred and fixty- 
ninth year of his life, could not have mstde half 

tht 
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the collations which Edmond has not only dif- 
patched^ but copied in a fiftieth part of the 
time. 

I am forry to obfcrve that Addifon is not 
fond of thofe who collate various readings. It 
is in one of bis papers that we find them illihe^ 
rally accufed of taking up the time of the learned 
and puzzling the ignoranp by their coIle<f):ion of 
twenty or thirty varieties in a paffage tranfcribed. 
His ridicule upon them in the note upon the 
fong,* is really ioftippant^ that he deferves to be 
edited^ interpreted^ and enlarged by them. 

I would beg leave to bind up this reftorativt 
Canon with a Minutian counterpart of MalinUan 
candour^ by recommending^ in Edmond^s name^ 
and with bis love to the reader, that wc ihould 
cling to \(is profeffions, and make his conduH i\i^ 
example of capricims innovation % in fhort, by 
&ying for him (as I have no doubt that he has 
often faid for himfelf, though^ perhaps^ ^' metuens 
audiri^ at his midnight orifons in ^icen^nn 
Street, Eaji.) 

" Thi^ Mt Hty fradt'ngs n$r my ihferuMihns! 

[Much Aao asovt NoTkiiKO*- 

♦ Effemey tftc. page 139. 
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Milton^s Maid Servant. 



x\S the laft proof Iheet was going to my in- 
valuable friend Mr. Smeeton of St. Martin's 
Lane^ a young woman called upon me, whofc 
age I guefs to be near twenty-five, but I was 
hot ill-bred enough to alk her :— Ihe had a very 
Interefting figure and countenance, but was 
drcflcd d la jille de chamhre. 
• She told me at once — in medias res — ^that (lie 
was a lineal defcendant from the maid-fervant 
bi Milton the poet, whofe memory had been 
fo defamed by Edmond; and (he could aflure 
me that her line of defcent was legitimare— I 
told her there could be no doubt of it from the 
Inodefty of her own appearance. Having thanked 
me for this compliment, in a very animated 
blufli, accompanied with a gentle fmile, (he 
added, that a gentleman who had chambefs in 
the Temple, was her miftrefs*s brother, and had 
been fo good as to vindicate her in the paper that 
ihc had the honor to lay before me— -that he was 
extremely amiable and clever, but (he was not 
at liberty then to give me his name, though (he 
could alFure me that nothing but his goodnefs 
of heart could have intcrcfted him for her. 

I was 
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I was charmed with her delicacy » and gave 
her a diih of coffee — took the manufcript, and 
profnifed^ '* upon the faith of a Templar/' that 
I would make her family's welfare (infeparable 
from its honor) an immediate objedl of my 
Care-r-flie curtfied. I told her 6f Ariel's in- 
jundion to her playfellows^ and read the killing 
note — ^wc parted. 

When I examined the manufcript I was de« 
lighted with it ; and except in fuperadding the 
dot of an /, which the young Templar had 
omitted^ I give the manufcript as pure at I re- 
ceived it from his protegee. 

If I am aiked what analogy there is between 
MiltofC^ maid*fervant and the Malone edition 
of Shakfpeare ? I anfwer, " the fame that, happily 
for the world, united iht fuppofed author of 
Junius to the unqueftioned writer of Abfalom 
and AcbitopbeL*" 

Milton wrote an epitaph upon Shake\fpeare 
(as be wrote the word). This, by a natural 
epifode, lets-in the apropos of the Templar, and 
the manufcript* 

About it^ Goddefs, and ahout it. Pqpe. 



Here follows the Manufcript. 
Axiom. 



In trifles we are to ajfume an error ^ whether it 
bos any or no exifience. 

N2 If 
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If the inaccuracy^ heing our mm^ iV (f tanfe^ 
queues ennugh to be deteSed^ {wbieb ex conccffis 
is cannot be) no barm is done^ or we may be/elf-rOCm 
eufers at the worfl, after being deteSed by others ^ 
7»hich, being ingenuous, makes i be fault becoming. 
But there is a hope thai wefball efcape the deprendi 
toiferum kf the infignificance <f the falls. 

H^ec inter 
Occtifion is given Xo f»y mare of the real4$d(^ 
the oniyfubjeS "^^jf/* avite, liber: 
Un livre hit tout^ & ikns Artftote 
La raifon ae voit goute & le bon fens tadote* 

BotUau. 



Problem — 

Jlotc, p, 109^ o( Dryden's life, Malone fays, 
^' that a fervant-maid who had lived with Mil- 
ton, rcprefenta him in her depofition, to have 
died late at night on a Sunday^ about a mouth 
f receding her evidence in that ca^fe^ which was^ 
Sunday the i^tb of November. 

" But that Milton was buried on the i?th. 

'* That file evidently therefore miftook a week 
in her reckoning/' 

♦ Enter Grammar-^^^nc of Edmond*s Univer- 
fity-laureats.f 

* This tranfition from axioms: and problems to tbeatrical 
images, has the ca»le& inaceuracy €>f tafte w^ek charaderizes 
youth; and one cannot be angry with it in a Temple fiudenti 
who is the champion of a fitter's maid« 

f Sec the EJfcnctj &c. page 67, 

Grammar.^ 
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Crammar. — ^If jrou fliould read chi$ pafli^ge as 
the ordo verborum imperioufly demands that it, 
ihould, and muft be read» you will underiland 
that Sunday the i^th ^ Nwemher vms the d^ 
m which the maidjervant gave her evidence. 

Enter the Bijbop of Landon*^^ 

Whatever becomes of Vrijcian*s bead, ycm 
mud not harbour a thought fo profime z$ that 
bufinefs was done by an Ecclefiafiical Court o» 
a Sunday in fo exemplary an age. 

You muft, therefore, in the forum of con* 
fcience, if not in grammar^ take the other al- 
ternative^ and fuppofe that Sunday here was the 
day on which her mailer died. 

Burgerfdicius. 

Perhaps *' the nurfe of all the Capulets*' will 
. tell us by what procefs of Du Gangers almanack, 
we fo ^^ evidently'* make out the maid's falfe 
reckoning ; ihe depofes ^^ that it was upon a 
Sunday, about a month before,*' fpeaking inde» 
finitely of the time as more or lefs than a month, 
but with precifion as to the day of the week. Ic 
was addedf ** which was the i^tb day t^f the 
preceding month.*' 

This addition muft have been a rapid corollary 
from the almanack, introduced by the ingeniouin 
officer of the Court who wrote the depofition, 
(had any fuch part of the document cvw e^ciftcd) 

not 
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nbt from the mind of the witnefs — nof from her 
cxpreflions. 

Here then is a difcovery of an error Jn the 
^ maid-fervant's calculation^ whichj but for the 
evidence of that which does ftot exift, would 
have flept with its fathers for want of a better 
qnderftanding between the maid-fervant and the 
roan-critic. 

All the world knew^ upon clear grounds^ the 
day of Milioft& death. 

And what a champion of difcoveries ! what 
a knight-errant of dates in terrd incogniid mufl: 
this biographer of Dryden be, who difcovers 
again what the tzgzcioMS Thomas IVarton had 
publilhed nine years before, .and then, like 
Americus Vejpufius^ makes the laurel fit no head 
but his own ! 

Afurprize. ^ 

But, oh, gentle reader ! what if I tell you there 
is, after, all, nofuch account by the maid-fer^ 
vantf 

Tetfuch is thefaSl. 

f:J- There is not one fyllable in. her depo* 
fitiort which refers to the day on which her 
evidence was given, or to a month's reckoning 
of a death which had paft (any more than to 
that of a nine-month's reckoning of a birth to 
come) ; and Ihe has never depofed that he died 
at a late hour of the night. 

The 
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The laft of thefe particulars, and the moft'af- 
fed:ing, is pure imagination. It may be found 
under the article of Malone's Fairies. It founds 
tragically in the opinion of Oberon, and it 

finilhes well. Death and murder (hould be 

at midnight. 

As to «' the month before flic gave her evi- 
dence/' whether it was taken from any other 
dcpoiition, or from Dyer's Junius^ in fome frag- 
ment of a number that never appeared, is of 
lefs confequence, than to fee with pleafure, that 
it gives occaiion for doubt, which leads of courfe 
to difcuflion, which is, prodire tenils^ in the five 
hundred and fixty-ninth page and a quarter. 

Faa. 

The -account of Elizabeth Fijber is in thefe 
words-— 

*' This deponent was fervant under Mr. John 
MiUon for about a year before his death, who 
died upon a Sunday the 15th of November laft, 
at night !1! 

Hiatus. 

We arc not informed by the hiflorian at k^ 
cond hand, who the maid-fervant was, and 
vfhtvtjbe was buried j at what hour, and whether 
at a late or an early one ; how many legitimate 
produdlions of her own (or Dinab-Sbandy^ 
i/mata) flie might have numbered.; and whether 
(he had ever mi/reckoned as a matron. 

It 
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It would hav^ enlightened us to have been made 
£imiliar with her namefake and her fellow wit« 
nefs Maria Fi^er* 

The ecclefiaftical proceeding* only tell us that 
the lived in Brick Lane^ in Old Sireet, uii moram 
fedit per fpatium fex bebdomadarum anted cum 
Guiddon CuUap infra locum vocat. Smock Alley ; 
it anted cum quodam^ Rogers^ &c. 

Even this might have been improved by *' elu-- 
ctdations of the obfcure, and folutions of the 
intricate/* as Johnfon would have ftated them. 

I anfwer to all thefc pedantries^ and I anfwer 
for Moloney who is above anfwering for himfelf^ 
in the words of Tope^ and in a poem called the 
Dunciad. 

About It, Goddefs and about it ! 

Problem IL* 

An unfolicitcd kindnefs of Lord Sbaflejbury 
to one of Dryden^s fons, induced him to add 
twelve complementary lines to the fecond edition 
of Ab/alom and Achitopbel. 

In the fecond edition of Biogr. Brit. Dr. Kip» 
pis gives an account which he had received of 
fhis tranfadlion : it was thus—** this ad: of ge- 
nerofity had fuch an effedk upon Dryden, that 
tiy teftify his gratitude^ he added the four fol- 

* This Pi^km is dear gsiti^ and has tK> OdniH^ion with 
Jdiltott or his aiaid^ bift it is in^fma band. 

lowing 
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lowing UntB in cdebmtion of the E^tVs condud 
as Lord Chancellor. 

« In IfttcFs Court, a^c." 

Upon this palTage in the Hiftorian, Edmond, 
with infinite fclf complacency at the conceit 
which he hid engendered» and with books of 
arithmetic in his hand, fays, pag. 147^ '^ It ap« 
pears that the original relator was not half in- 
formed^ for the lines inferted were not four but 
twelve.'' 

It is true that /our and four arc eight ; and 
therefore Ktppis muft have given us two more 
lines before he had conquered half the way to 
the dozen. 

6 
6 



12 



On the other hand is it not an axiom in ma« 
thematics^ that omne majus continet in Je minus? 
and if all the vcrfes are twelve^ do they not 
include four? 

May it not alfo be remarked^ that as the eight 
other lines are introdudory to the four^ which 
conftitute the main idea; thus prepared, and 
compreiTed^ the four lines, would alone be 
counted by Dr. Kippis or bis relator. 
, In anfwer — •* defendit numerus** or in Englifli, 
the number defends the accmut tf it^ and the 

♦ O a<;count 
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account forms a part of the bbokfeller's demand 
upon the reader's pocket for 

*' Some Account of Dryden's Life.'* 



Here ends this very curious mianufcript. 



FINIS. 



I J, Smeeton, Printer, 148, St. Martin's Lane. | 
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